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Love Is the Law Love Under Will: Exploring Its Meaning and Influence

love is the law love under will is a phrase that has intrigued many seekers of spiritual
wisdom, mysticism, and personal empowerment. Rooted in esoteric traditions and
popularized by influential figures like Aleister Crowley, this statement encapsulates a
profound philosophy about the nature of love, freedom, and individual purpose. But what
exactly does it mean to say "love is the law love under will"? How can this concept be
applied in everyday life, and why does it continue to resonate in spiritual and philosophical
circles today?

In this article, we will delve into the origins, interpretations, and practical implications of
this powerful aphorism. Along the way, we’ll explore related ideas such as true will, the role
of love in personal growth, and how aligning with one’s will can lead to a harmonious
existence. Whether you're curious about mystical teachings or seeking a deeper
understanding of love and purpose, this exploration offers insights that can enrich your
perspective.

The Origins of “Love Is the Law Love Under Will”

The phrase "love is the law love under will" originates from the religious and mystical
philosophy known as Thelema, which was founded by Aleister Crowley in the early 20th
century. Crowley introduced this idea in his work *The Book of the Law* (also called *Liber
AL vel Legis*), which he claimed was dictated to him by a spiritual entity named Aiwass.

Thelema and Its Core Tenets

At its heart, Thelema is a spiritual system emphasizing individual freedom and self-
realization. The central tenet—“Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the
Law”—encourages followers to discover and act according to their true will, a concept
distinct from mere desires or impulses. In this context, the phrase "love is the law love
under will"* complements the idea by asserting that love is not chaotic or uncontrolled;
rather, it is ordered and guided by one’s higher purpose or true will.

Understanding “True Will”

“True will” refers to the unique, authentic purpose or path that each person is meant to
follow. It's not just about what someone wants on the surface but what aligns with their
deepest nature and the larger cosmic order. When love is practiced “under will,” it means
that love is expressed in a way that serves and honors this true will, ensuring harmony
between personal relationships and spiritual growth.



Interpreting “Love Is the Law Love Under Will” in
Modern Contexts

Even beyond its occult origins, the phrase offers a rich framework for thinking about love,
freedom, and responsibility. It challenges simplistic ideas of love as purely emotional or
impulsive and instead invites a more conscious, intentional approach.

The Balance Between Freedom and Commitment

One way to interpret "love is the law love under will" is to recognize the balance between
freedom and commitment in relationships. Love, in this sense, is not about possessiveness
or blind devotion but a mutual recognition and support of each person’s true will. This can
lead to healthier partnerships where individuals grow alongside each other rather than
losing themselves.

Love as a Guiding Principle

When love acts as “the law,” it becomes a guiding ethical principle rather than just a
feeling. It implies that love should govern actions, decisions, and interactions, but always
within the framework of conscious intent. This idea encourages people to love responsibly
and with awareness, fostering relationships that are both passionate and purposeful.

Practical Applications: Living “Love Under Will”

How can someone apply the concept of "love is the law love under will" in daily life? Here
are some ways to integrate this philosophy into personal growth, relationships, and
decision-making.

Discovering Your True Will

Before love can be properly placed “under will,” it’s essential to explore and understand
your true will. This might involve:

e Self-reflection and meditation to uncover your deeper values and desires.

¢ Journaling to track patterns and passions that point toward your authentic path.

e Seeking mentorship or spiritual guidance to clarify your purpose.



By becoming more attuned to your true will, you can ensure that your expressions of love
align with your highest self.

Expressing Love Consciously

Practicing love under will means loving with intention, clarity, and respect for both your own
path and others’. Some tips include:

e Communicate openly about your needs and boundaries.

e Support your partner’s or loved ones’ individual journeys without trying to control or
change them.

e Choose actions that strengthen connection while honoring each person’s freedom.

This mindful approach to love nurtures authenticity and mutual growth.

Aligning Relationships with Personal Growth

Relationships can be powerful catalysts for self-discovery and transformation when
grounded in the principle of love under will. Consider how your partnerships, friendships, or
family dynamics support or hinder your true will. When relationships become aligned with
your authentic purpose, both parties can flourish.

The Spiritual and Psychological Dimensions of
“Love Under Will”

Beyond practical living, the phrase carries deep spiritual and psychological significance. It
serves as a reminder that love and willpower are not opposing forces but complementary
aspects of a balanced life.

Love as a Spiritual Force

In many spiritual traditions, love is seen as a fundamental creative force in the universe.
When combined with will—an expression of divine or personal intent—love becomes a
powerful driver of manifestation and transformation. This synthesis suggests that true
spiritual growth involves harmonizing emotional connection with purposeful action.



Psychological Empowerment

From a psychological standpoint, embracing the concept of love under will can foster
greater self-esteem and agency. It encourages individuals to take ownership of their lives
and relationships rather than passively reacting to circumstances. This empowerment can
lead to healthier boundaries, better choices, and a more fulfilling emotional life.

Why “Love Is the Law Love Under Will” Still
Matters Today

In a world often marked by confusion about love, identity, and purpose, the phrase offers
clarity and direction. It reminds us that love is not just about feeling but about conscious
alignment with what truly matters. Whether you're exploring spirituality, seeking deeper
relationships, or pursuing personal growth, this idea encourages a thoughtful, empowered
approach to love.

The phrase also resonates with contemporary discussions about autonomy, respect, and
emotional intelligence. It invites us to move beyond simplistic notions of love and embrace
a more mature understanding—one that honors freedom, responsibility, and the unique
path of each individual.

Ultimately, "love is the law love under will" serves as a timeless guidepost, inspiring us to
cultivate love that is both free and purposeful, passionate and deliberate. It calls us to live
authentically, love fully, and act with intention—a message as relevant now as it was a
century ago.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'Love is the law, love under will'
mean?

The phrase means that love is the fundamental guiding principle, but it must be exercised
in accordance with one's true will or purpose. It emphasizes harmony between love and
individual will.

Who popularized the phrase 'Love is the law, love under
will'?

The phrase was popularized by Aleister Crowley, an influential occultist, in his religious
philosophy of Thelema.



How is 'Love is the law, love under will' interpreted in
Thelema?

In Thelema, it signifies that love should be expressed freely and authentically, but always
aligned with one's true will, meaning one's highest purpose or destiny.

Can 'Love is the law, love under will' be applied outside
of occult or spiritual contexts?

Yes, it can be interpreted as a principle for personal relationships and self-realization,
encouraging people to act lovingly but with intention and authenticity.

What is the significance of 'will' in the phrase 'Love is
the law, love under will'?

The 'will' refers to the true will, which is an individual's unique path or purpose in life. It
highlights that love should not be random or chaotic but guided by conscious intent.

Additional Resources

Love Is the Law Love Under Will: An Analytical Exploration

love is the law love under will is a phrase that has intrigued scholars, spiritual
practitioners, and cultural commentators for over a century. Originating from the esoteric
teachings of Aleister Crowley, one of the early 20th century’s most controversial occultists,
this statement encapsulates a complex philosophical and metaphysical worldview. It serves
as a cornerstone in Thelema, Crowley’s spiritual philosophy, and has since influenced
diverse fields ranging from mysticism and literature to psychology and pop culture. This
article provides a comprehensive and analytical review of the phrase, exploring its origins,
interpretations, and relevance in contemporary discourse.

Historical Origins and Context

The phrase "love is the law love under will" appears in Aleister Crowley’s seminal work,
*The Book of the Law* (Liber AL vel Legis), published in 1904. Crowley claimed the text was
dictated to him by a supernatural entity named Aiwass during a mystical experience in
Cairo. The phrase encapsulates the central tenet of Thelema, a system that prioritizes
individual will and spiritual freedom.

At its core, “love is the law” suggests an ethical or cosmic principle where love governs
human interaction and the universe. The addition of “love under will” complicates this idea
by subordinating love to “will,” which in Thelemic philosophy represents the true, authentic
purpose or path of an individual’s life. Rather than advocating for uncontrolled passion or
unrestrained affection, Crowley’s formulation advises that love should be expressed and
experienced in alignment with one’s true will.



Thelema and the Concept of Will

To understand the phrase fully, one must grasp the concept of “will” within Thelema. Unlike
the conventional understanding of will as mere desire or determination, Crowley’s “True
Will” refers to an individual’s unique, divinely ordained purpose that transcends ego or
societal conditioning. It is an inner calling or destiny that, when realized and enacted, leads
to spiritual fulfillment.

Thus, “love under will” implies that love is not an end in itself but a means or expression of
one’s True Will. This nuance differentiates Thelemic love from romantic or sentimental love,
emphasizing alignment with higher spiritual truths rather than transient emotions.

Philosophical and Ethical Implications

The phrase “love is the law love under will” invites an exploration of its philosophical
underpinnings and ethical ramifications. It challenges traditional dichotomies between law
and love, authority and freedom, passion, and reason.

Love as Law

In many ethical systems, law and love are often positioned as opposing forces—law
representing structure, order, and constraint, and love symbolizing freedom, compassion,
and spontaneity. Crowley’s phrase subverts this opposition by proposing love itself as the
ultimate law. This suggests a paradigm where genuine love becomes the guiding principle
behind moral behavior and societal order.

This conceptualization has parallels with other spiritual and philosophical traditions. For
instance, in Christian theology, love is considered the greatest commandment, while in
Eastern philosophies, compassion and loving-kindness form foundational ethics. Crowley’s
innovation is the fusion of love with will, introducing an individualized and dynamic aspect
to the principle.

Will as a Governing Principle

The emphasis on “will” introduces an individualistic dimension to the law of love. It implies
that love must be conscious, deliberate, and aligned with one’s authentic self rather than
being blind or purely emotional. This raises important questions about autonomy,
responsibility, and the nature of ethical love.

Critics argue that prioritizing will could justify selfish or manipulative behavior if one’s will
conflicts with others’ well-being. Supporters contend that True Will, as defined by Crowley,
is inherently harmonious with universal order and does not permit harm. This tension
between individual will and collective ethics remains a fertile ground for debate, especially
in contemporary discourses on freedom and morality.



Contemporary Interpretations and Influence

“Love is the law love under will” has transcended its occult origins to become a cultural
touchstone in various contexts. It appears in literature, music, psychology, and popular
media, often interpreted in ways that reflect evolving social values and spiritual
perspectives.

Psychological Perspectives

From a psychological standpoint, the phrase resonates with concepts of self-actualization
and authentic living. The idea that love should be “under will” aligns with modern
therapeutic approaches that emphasize conscious choice in relationships and emotional
expression.

Carl Jung’s notion of individuation—the process of integrating different aspects of the self to
achieve wholeness—parallels the Thelemic ideal of discovering and living one’s True Will. In

this light, “love is the law love under will” can be seen as a metaphor for balanced, mature
love that respects individuality and promotes personal growth.

Comparisons with Other Spiritual Traditions

While unique in formulation, the phrase shares thematic similarities with other spiritual
maxims:

e Bhagavad Gita: The concept of dharma (duty) resonates with Thelema’s True Will,
emphasizing acting according to one’s righteous path.

e Buddhist Metta: Loving-kindness is practiced alongside mindfulness and
intentionality, akin to love “under will.”

e Christian Agape: Unconditional love that guides ethical conduct, though less
focused on individual will.

These comparisons highlight the phrase’s potential to bridge diverse spiritual outlooks,
emphasizing love as both a cosmic law and a conscious practice.

Practical Applications and Challenges

Adopting “love is the law love under will” as a guiding principle presents both opportunities
and challenges in personal and social contexts.



Empowerment Through Authenticity

One significant advantage lies in empowerment. By encouraging individuals to discover and
act according to their True Will, the philosophy promotes authenticity and self-
determination. When love is expressed under this framework, relationships may become
more genuine and deeply fulfilling.

Potential Conflicts and Ethical Considerations

However, the emphasis on individual will raises concerns about potential conflicts. Without
a clear framework to reconcile differing wills, interpersonal relationships and societal
cohesion might be strained. The phrase requires a nuanced understanding that True Will is
not mere selfishness but a harmonious alignment with universal principles.

Moreover, the abstract nature of True Will can lead to subjective interpretations, sometimes

exploited to justify questionable actions. This ambiguity necessitates critical reflection and
ethical mindfulness when applying the concept.

The Phrase in Popular Culture and Modern
Discourse

“Love is the law love under will” frequently appears in artistic and cultural expressions,
often detached from its original esoteric meaning but retaining symbolic power. Musicians,
writers, and filmmakers reference it to evoke themes of freedom, passion, and destiny.
Social media and contemporary spiritual movements have also embraced the phrase,
sometimes simplifying it as an inspirational motto. This popularization reflects a broader

trend of integrating mystical ideas into mainstream consciousness, albeit with varying
degrees of fidelity.

SEO Keywords and Related Terms

For those researching the phrase or related concepts, relevant keywords include:

e Thelema philosophy

e Aleister Crowley quotes

e True Will meaning

e Love and will relationship

e Esoteric spirituality



e Occult principles
e Spiritual self-actualization

e Metaphysical law of love

Using these keywords alongside “love is the law love under will” enhances search engine
visibility and provides a comprehensive understanding of the topic.

The enduring intrigue surrounding “love is the law love under will” lies in its ability to
provoke reflection on the nature of love, freedom, and purpose. Whether approached as a
mystical truth, a psychological ideal, or a cultural motif, it challenges individuals to consider
the interplay between passion and intention, law and liberty, self and other. This dynamic
tension continues to inspire discourse across disciplines, underscoring the phrase’s lasting
relevance in the quest for meaning and connection.
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