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Dave Gettleman Draft History: A Deep Dive into the NFL Executive’s Drafting
Journey

dave gettleman draft history is a topic that has intrigued NFL fans and
analysts alike, especially given his lengthy career as a football executive
and general manager. From his early days scouting talent to his tenure as the
GM of the New York Giants, Gettleman’s approach to the NFL Draft has been
both praised and scrutinized. His draft history reveals a blend of strategic
decisions, some bold gambles, and a clear philosophy that shaped the teams he
managed. If you’re interested in understanding how one of the NFL’s seasoned
executives built rosters and shaped franchises, diving into Dave Gettleman’s
draft history offers valuable insights.

Early Career and Draft Influence

Before becoming a household name as the Giants’ general manager, Dave
Gettleman spent decades honing his skills in player evaluation and personnel
management. Starting as a scout and rising through the ranks with the
Carolina Panthers, his early draft decisions laid the groundwork for his
philosophy of building through the trenches.

Scouting Roots and Emphasis on the Offensive Line

One of the most consistent themes throughout Gettleman’s draft history is his
prioritization of offensive linemen. Known for valuing the foundation of a
strong offense, Gettleman often targeted guards, tackles, and centers early
in drafts. This emphasis stems from his belief that protecting the
quarterback and establishing a running game are critical for sustained
success.

During his time with the Panthers, Gettleman’s input in drafting players like
Jordan Gross and Jeff Otah reflected this mindset. His understanding of line
play and its impact on team dynamics became a hallmark of his approach,
influencing later decisions as a GM.

Dave Gettleman Draft History with the New York
Giants

Gettleman’s most high-profile draft work came during his tenure as the New
York Giants’ general manager from 2017 to 2021. His draft history with the
Giants is a mixed bag of hits and misses, but it undeniably shaped the



current roster and the team’s identity during those years.

Building Through the Draft: Notable Picks

When Gettleman took over, the Giants were in rebuilding mode, and the draft
was his primary tool for reshaping the roster. Some of his most notable
selections include:

Evan Engram (2017, 1st round) – A tight end with athleticism and
versatility, Engram was seen as a potential offensive weapon to help the
Giants’ struggling offense.

Saquon Barkley (2018, 1st round) – Arguably Gettleman’s most celebrated
pick, Barkley was a game-changing running back and has been a
cornerstone of the Giants’ offense when healthy.

Dexter Lawrence (2019, 1st round) – A defensive tackle aimed at
bolstering the Giants’ defensive front, Lawrence showcased Gettleman’s
continued focus on the trenches.

Andrew Thomas (2020, 1st round) – Another offensive lineman, Thomas was
selected to protect the quarterback and anchor the offensive line for
years to come.

These selections underscore Gettleman’s strategy: build a strong, physical
team starting with the offensive and defensive lines, complemented by dynamic
skill players.

Controversies and Criticism in Draft Choices

No NFL draft history is without its controversies, and Gettleman’s runs were
no exception. Some picks and draft-day trades sparked debate among fans and
analysts:

Trading Up and Down – Gettleman was known for making bold moves,
including trading down from the 2nd overall pick in 2018, which some
questioned considering the talent available.

Late-Round Misses – While his first-round picks often grabbed headlines,
several late-round selections failed to make an impact, highlighting the
unpredictability of the draft and some evaluation missteps.

Quarterback Decisions – Gettleman’s handling of the quarterback
position, particularly the drafting and development of Daniel Jones, was



heavily scrutinized and remains a polarizing topic among Giants fans.

These aspects of his draft history provide a fuller picture of the challenges
even experienced GMs face when evaluating talent and managing team needs.

The Philosophy Behind Dave Gettleman’s Drafting
Approach

What sets Dave Gettleman’s draft history apart is his clear and consistent
philosophy. Rather than chasing flash or hype, Gettleman emphasized
fundamentals, character, and physicality.

Prioritizing the Trenches

Gettleman’s focus on building through the offensive and defensive lines is a
recurring theme. He often stated that games are won in the trenches, and this
belief guided his early-round picks and overall roster construction
strategies.

Character and Work Ethic Matter

Beyond physical attributes, Gettleman valued players’ mental makeup and work
ethic. This approach sometimes led him to select “high-floor” players who
might not have been the flashiest prospects but possessed the discipline and
attitude to contribute consistently.

Balancing Immediate Needs with Long-Term Potential

Gettleman’s draft history also reflects attempts to strike a balance between
drafting for immediate impact and building for the future. His selections
often aimed to address pressing roster holes while also considering players’
developmental trajectories.

Lessons from Dave Gettleman’s Draft History for
NFL Fans and Analysts

For those interested in front-office strategy and player evaluation,
examining Dave Gettleman’s draft history offers several takeaways:



The Importance of a Clear Draft Philosophy: Having a consistent
approach, like Gettleman’s trench-first strategy, can help streamline
decision-making amid the chaos of draft day.

Drafts Are Never Perfect: Even experienced GMs make mistakes and face
criticism, illustrating the inherent uncertainty in evaluating young
talent.

Building a Team is Multi-Faceted: Drafting is just one piece of roster
construction, and balancing picks with trades and free agency is
crucial.

Player Development is Key: Draft history doesn’t end with the pick; how
players are coached and integrated into the team impacts long-term
success.

Understanding these elements helps fans appreciate the complexity behind each
draft choice and the pressures executives like Gettleman navigate.

Final Thoughts on Dave Gettleman’s Draft Legacy

Dave Gettleman’s draft history is a rich tapestry of strategic choices, hard
lessons, and moments of brilliance. His emphasis on building strong offensive
lines and defensive fronts, combined with his willingness to take risks on
skill position players, defines much of his tenure in the NFL. While opinions
on his success vary, the impact he had on franchises—particularly the New
York Giants—remains undeniable.

Whether you agree with his picks or not, studying Dave Gettleman’s draft
history provides a fascinating window into the complexities of NFL team
building. It’s a reminder that behind every player selected lies a web of
analysis, philosophy, and sometimes gut instinct that shapes the future of a
team.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Dave Gettleman in the context of NFL drafts?
Dave Gettleman is a former NFL executive known for his role as the general
manager of the New York Giants and the Carolina Panthers, where he was
responsible for overseeing the team's draft selections.



Which teams did Dave Gettleman serve as general
manager for during his draft tenure?
Dave Gettleman served as the general manager for the Carolina Panthers from
2013 to 2017 and for the New York Giants from 2018 to 2021, managing their
respective NFL drafts during those periods.

What is notable about Dave Gettleman's draft
strategy?
Dave Gettleman is known for prioritizing physicality and size, especially on
the offensive and defensive lines, often favoring experienced players and
valuing toughness in his draft picks.

Which notable players were drafted by Dave
Gettleman?
Notable players drafted under Dave Gettleman include Saquon Barkley (RB,
Giants, 2018), Christian McCaffrey (RB, Panthers, 2017), and Vernon Butler
(DT, Panthers, 2016).

How successful were Dave Gettleman's first-round
draft picks?
Dave Gettleman's first-round picks had mixed success; while some like Saquon
Barkley and Christian McCaffrey became stars, others struggled with injuries
or performance issues, reflecting a varied draft outcome.

Did Dave Gettleman trade draft picks frequently?
Yes, Dave Gettleman was known for trading draft picks to move up or down in
the draft board to target specific players he valued, demonstrating a
flexible approach to draft capital.

How did Dave Gettleman's draft history affect the
New York Giants' roster?
Dave Gettleman's draft history shaped the Giants' roster by adding key
players like Saquon Barkley and Evan Engram, but some draft choices and team
building decisions received criticism for lack of long-term success.

What criticisms has Dave Gettleman faced regarding
his draft decisions?
Critics have pointed out that some of Gettleman's draft picks did not develop
as expected, and his approach sometimes lacked innovation, leading to
questions about the overall impact of his drafting on team success.



When did Dave Gettleman retire from his general
manager position?
Dave Gettleman retired from his position as the general manager of the New
York Giants in January 2022, concluding his NFL executive career and draft
history.

Additional Resources
Dave Gettleman Draft History: An Analytical Review of His NFL Draft Strategy
and Impact

dave gettleman draft history is a topic that has sparked considerable
discussion among NFL analysts, fans, and insiders alike. As a seasoned
general manager with extensive experience in player personnel decisions,
Gettleman has left a distinctive mark on the teams he has managed,
particularly the New York Giants and Carolina Panthers. Understanding his
draft history offers valuable insight into his philosophy, approach to
building rosters, and overall impact on franchise trajectories. This article
explores Dave Gettleman’s draft selections, evaluates the effectiveness of
his picks, and contextualizes his strategy within the broader NFL landscape.

Overview of Dave Gettleman’s Career in the NFL
Draft

Dave Gettleman’s journey through NFL front offices spans several decades,
with his most prominent roles being the general manager of the Carolina
Panthers from 2013 to 2017, and the New York Giants from 2018 to 2021. His
draft history reflects a focus on building strong, physical teams with a
preference for offensive and defensive linemen, as well as a cautious
approach to high-profile skill positions.

During his tenure with the Panthers, Gettleman’s draft strategy emphasized
shoring up the trenches — a philosophy that carried over to his time with the
Giants. His selections often prioritized players who fit a particular mold of
toughness and reliability over flashiness or immediate star power. This
approach has drawn both praise and criticism, depending on the success and
development of the players selected.

Carolina Panthers Draft Strategy (2013–2017)

Gettleman’s first draft as a GM in 2013 set the tone for his approach. His
top picks included:



Star Lotulelei, DT: Taken 14th overall in 2013, Lotulelei was expected
to anchor the Panthers’ defensive line. Despite injury setbacks, he
developed into a reliable presence.

Kelvin Benjamin, WR: Selected 28th overall in 2014, Benjamin was one of
Gettleman’s few high-profile skill position picks with the Panthers. He
showed promise but ultimately did not reach star status due to injuries
and inconsistency.

Shaq Thompson, LB: Picked 25th overall in 2015, Thompson’s versatility
was a key asset, aligning with Gettleman’s preference for multi-faceted
defenders.

Throughout these drafts, Gettleman’s focus on defensive front seven players
and linemen was clear. However, some critics argue that the Panthers missed
opportunities to add more offensive playmakers, a factor that may have
contributed to the team’s uneven offensive performance during those years.

New York Giants Draft History (2018–2021)

When Gettleman took over the Giants’ GM position, the franchise was in need
of a rebuild. His draft history with the Giants reflects an aggressive
attempt to fix foundational issues, especially on the offensive line and
defensive front.

Key draft picks during this period include:

Will Hernandez, OG (2018, 34th overall): Hernandez was seen as a steal,
providing immediate help on the offensive line with his power and run-
blocking ability.

Dexter Lawrence, DT (2019, 17th overall): A player embodying Gettleman’s
preference for size and strength in the interior defense, Lawrence has
been a cornerstone for the Giants’ defensive line.

Daniel Jones, QB (2019, 6th overall): Drafting a quarterback high in the
first round marked a departure from Gettleman’s earlier reluctance to
invest premium picks in the position. Jones’ development has been mixed,
reflecting the challenges of drafting a franchise quarterback.

Kadarius Toney, WR (2021, 20th overall): A dynamic athlete, Toney
represented a shift toward more explosive skill position players, though
injuries have limited his impact.

Gettleman’s tenure with the Giants also featured notable later-round



selections such as Xavier McKinney (S, 2019) and Leonard Williams (DT,
acquired via trade), which added valuable pieces to the roster. However, the
overall success rate of his picks has been debated, with some selections
failing to reach expected levels of performance.

Evaluating Dave Gettleman’s Draft Philosophy

Dave Gettleman’s draft history reveals a pattern prioritizing physicality,
toughness, and positional versatility. His preference for building from the
trenches outward aligns with a traditional football philosophy that values
controlling the line of scrimmage as a path to sustained success. This
approach often results in drafting offensive and defensive linemen early,
with skill position players generally selected in mid to late rounds.

Strengths in Gettleman’s Drafting Approach

Focus on Fundamentals: By emphasizing linemen and linebackers, Gettleman
aimed to create a sturdy core that could protect quarterbacks and
disrupt opposing offenses.

Value Picks in Mid to Late Rounds: Players like Xavier McKinney and Alec
Ogletree (drafted before Gettleman but valued similarly) highlight his
ability to find contributors beyond the first round.

Willingness to Adapt: The selection of Daniel Jones and Kadarius Toney
indicates an evolution in Gettleman’s draft philosophy toward investing
in skill positions to address team needs.

Criticisms and Challenges

Despite these strengths, Gettleman’s draft history is not without
controversy:

Quarterback Uncertainty: Prior to Daniel Jones, Gettleman was criticized
for not prioritizing the quarterback position, arguably delaying the
Giants’ rebuilding process.

Injury and Development Risks: Several of Gettleman’s high picks, such as
Kelvin Benjamin and Kadarius Toney, have struggled with injuries,
limiting their impact.



Mixed Success Rate: While some picks blossomed, others like Evan Engram
(a first-round pick in 2017 before Gettleman’s Giants tenure)
highlighted the need for more consistent development, an area where
Gettleman’s drafts received mixed reviews.

Comparative Analysis: Gettleman vs.
Contemporary NFL GMs

When compared to other NFL general managers during the same era, Dave
Gettleman’s draft history stands out for its conservative and foundational
approach. GMs like John Lynch (San Francisco 49ers) and Brandon Beane
(Buffalo Bills) have been noted for targeting dynamic skill players and
quarterbacks earlier, reflecting a more aggressive strategy.

Yet, Gettleman’s emphasis on physicality sometimes yielded durable players
capable of anchoring lines for years, a cornerstone for any successful
franchise. This contrast underscores the varied philosophies that define NFL
roster building, where success often hinges on balancing immediate needs with
long-term potential.

Notable Draft Classes and Their Impact

2019 Giants Draft Class: Featuring Daniel Jones, Dexter Lawrence, and
Xavier McKinney, this class encapsulates Gettleman’s mixed results — a
franchise quarterback with inconsistent play, a defensive tackle with
potential, and a versatile safety.

2014 Panthers Draft Class: Kelvin Benjamin and Trai Turner (third round)
showcased Gettleman’s ability to find talent beyond the first round,
though the class did not fully elevate the team’s offensive production.

Legacy and Influence on NFL Draft Strategies

Dave Gettleman’s draft history, while debated in terms of success, has
undeniably influenced how franchises approach building through the draft. His
commitment to physical, foundational players and his gradual inclusion of
skill position needs illustrate the balancing act that modern NFL general
managers must perform.

His tenure also highlights the inherent unpredictability of the draft



process, where even well-researched selections can be derailed by injuries or
developmental issues. This reality underscores the importance of adaptability
and patience in front office decision-making.

In summary, examining Dave Gettleman’s draft history offers a window into the
complexities of NFL team building and the varied strategies employed by
general managers to construct competitive rosters. His career serves as a
case study in the challenges and nuances of drafting in a league defined by
constant evolution and fierce competition.
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