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Citizen an American Lyric: Exploring the Power Behind Claudia Rankine’s Poetic Masterpiece

citizen an american lyric is more than just a title; it represents a profound exploration of race,
identity, and belonging in contemporary America. Claudia Rankine’s groundbreaking work, *Citizen:
An American Lyric*, has captivated readers and critics alike with its unique blend of poetry, prose,
and visual art. This article dives deep into the essence of *Citizen*, decoding its lyricism, themes,
and cultural significance, while shedding light on why it continues to resonate deeply in today’s
social landscape.

What Is Citizen: An American Lyric?

At its core, *Citizen: An American Lyric* is a hybrid literary work that defies traditional genre
boundaries. Published in 2014, the book combines poetry, essay, and visual media to create a
powerful narrative about the everyday experiences of Black Americans facing microaggressions and
systemic racism. The phrase “citizen an american lyric” encapsulates this fusion — it’s both a
declaration of identity and a poetic examination of citizenship in a racially divided society.

Unlike conventional poetry collections, *Citizen* uses a fragmented and often conversational style
that mirrors the interruptions and silences imposed by racial bias. This lyric approach not only
reflects individual voice but also collective experience, inviting readers to confront uncomfortable
truths with empathy and introspection.

The Lyricism Behind Citizen: An American Lyric

Understanding the Poetic Style

The lyric form in *Citizen* is unconventional yet deeply evocative. Claudia Rankine employs short,
sharp lines and repetition to mimic the distressing rhythm of racial microaggressions — those subtle,
often unintentional acts of discrimination that accumulate over time. Readers encounter phrases
that echo in their minds, such as the repeated use of “you are in the dark,” which immerses them in
the emotional and psychological reality of marginalized individuals.

This lyricism is not just about sound or rhythm but about creating an emotional landscape. The
sparse language often leaves space for silence and reflection, allowing the weight of each word to
resonate. Visual elements, like photographs and paintings interspersed throughout the text, amplify
this effect, blending literary and artistic expression.

Why the Term “American Lyric” Matters



Calling the work an “American lyric” signals a broader ambition. It’s not merely a personal narrative
but a commentary on the American condition. The lyric form traditionally conveys personal emotion,
yet here it expands to encompass collective identity and national discourse. Rankine challenges
readers to reconsider what it means to be an American citizen when racial injustice persists.

This framing also pushes against historical erasure. By naming her work “Citizen,” Rankine asserts
the presence and humanity of Black Americans who have long been marginalized or excluded from
the national story. The lyric, then, becomes a form of reclaiming voice and space.

Key Themes in Citizen: An American Lyric

Racial Microaggressions and Everyday Racism

One of the most striking elements of *Citizen* is its focus on microaggressions — subtle, often
unconscious acts of prejudice that chip away at a person’s dignity. Rankine’s lyric captures moments
like a casual comment or a dismissive glance that cumulatively cause profound harm. By putting
these experiences into poetic form, she validates their impact and heightens awareness.

Identity and Visibility

The question of identity, especially Black identity, runs throughout *Citizen*. Rankine explores how
societal perceptions shape self-perception, often forcing individuals to negotiate between visibility
and invisibility. The lyric voice grapples with being seen as a stereotype or reduced to a set of
preconceived notions, rather than as a full human being.

Violence and Trauma

Beyond everyday slights, *Citizen* also addresses more overt forms of racial violence, including
police brutality and systemic oppression. The lyric form allows these heavy themes to be expressed
with nuance and emotional depth, connecting personal trauma with larger political realities.

How Citizen: An American Lyric Has Influenced
Contemporary Literature

Rankine’s innovative approach to blending poetry with visual art and prose has inspired a new wave
of writers and artists to experiment with form. The book’s success has proven that literary works
tackling social issues can engage a wide audience without sacrificing artistic integrity.

Moreover, *Citizen* has been incorporated into educational curricula across the United States,
helping students engage with complex topics like race, privilege, and citizenship through an



accessible yet profound medium. The term “citizen an american lyric” has therefore become
synonymous with a form of art that is both socially conscious and deeply personal.

Tips for Readers Diving into Citizen: An American Lyric

- **Read Slowly and Reflectively:** The fragmented style and emotional weight require patience.
Take your time to absorb each section.
- **Engage with the Visuals:** Don’t skip the accompanying images; they add layers of meaning to
the text.
- **Discuss with Others:** This work is perfect for book clubs or classroom settings where diverse
perspectives can enrich understanding.
- **Explore Related Works:** To deepen your grasp, read other contemporary poets addressing race
and identity, such as Danez Smith or Tracy K. Smith.

Exploring LSI Keywords Related to Citizen An American
Lyric

In discussing *Citizen: An American Lyric*, several related terms naturally arise. These include
“Claudia Rankine poetry,” “racial microaggressions,” “Black American identity,” “contemporary
American poetry,” “racial injustice in literature,” and “hybrid literary forms.” Each of these phrases
points to a facet of the book’s thematic richness and stylistic innovation.

For example, “racial microaggressions” is a key concept for understanding the subtle ways racism
manifests, which is central to the lyric’s impact. Meanwhile, “hybrid literary forms” highlights how
Rankine’s blending of genres challenges traditional boundaries, making the book a landmark in
modern poetry.

The Ongoing Relevance of Citizen: An American Lyric

Even years after its publication, *Citizen* remains a vital text in conversations about race and
identity. Its lyric form offers a unique lens through which readers can examine the complexities of
citizenship in a society rife with inequality. As movements for racial justice continue to gain
momentum worldwide, the insights embedded in *Citizen* provide a necessary emotional and
intellectual framework.

The phrase “citizen an american lyric” thus continues to evoke a powerful dialogue about what it
means to belong, to endure, and to speak out. Rankine’s work invites ongoing reflection,
encouraging readers not only to witness but to act — to become citizens in the fullest sense, aware
and engaged.

---

Exploring *Citizen: An American Lyric* offers a window into the lived experiences of many
Americans and challenges us all to listen more closely. Its lyricism, thematic depth, and innovative



form make it an essential read for anyone interested in contemporary poetry, social justice, or the
evolving narrative of American identity.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the artist behind the song 'Citizen' with the lyrics 'An
American' featured?
The song 'Citizen' with the lyrics 'An American' is by the band Twenty One Pilots.

What is the meaning of the lyrics 'Citizen an American' in the
song?
The lyrics 'Citizen an American' reflect themes of identity, belonging, and the complexities of being
an American in modern society.

Where can I find the full lyrics of 'Citizen an American'?
You can find the full lyrics on official music lyric websites such as Genius, AZLyrics, or the band's
official website.

Is 'Citizen' by Twenty One Pilots part of a specific album?
Yes, 'Citizen' is a track from Twenty One Pilots' album 'Scaled and Icy' released in 2021.

Are there any official music videos for the song 'Citizen'?
As of now, there is no official music video specifically for 'Citizen' by Twenty One Pilots.

What themes does 'Citizen an American' explore in its lyrics?
The song explores themes of personal identity, societal expectations, freedom, and the challenges
faced by citizens in America.

Can I use the lyrics of 'Citizen an American' for educational
purposes?
Using the lyrics for educational purposes may fall under fair use, but it's recommended to credit the
original artist and source to respect copyright laws.

Additional Resources
Citizen An American Lyric: A Deep Dive into Claudia Rankine’s Poetic Masterpiece



citizen an american lyric stands as a significant work in contemporary American literature,
blending poetry, prose, and visual art to explore the complex realities of race and identity in the
United States. Penned by Claudia Rankine and published in 2014, this innovative collection has
garnered widespread critical acclaim for its raw and unflinching portrayal of everyday racism and
the emotional toll it exacts on individuals. Analyzing the lyric’s themes, structure, and cultural
impact reveals why it remains a seminal text in conversations about race, citizenship, and belonging.

Contextualizing Citizen An American Lyric

At its core, citizen an american lyric challenges the traditional boundaries of poetry by merging
multiple genres. Claudia Rankine, a poet and playwright, employs a hybrid form that interlaces
personal narrative, social commentary, and visual imagery. This approach allows the lyric to
transcend mere literary exercise, transforming it into a potent political statement. The work’s title
itself suggests a meditation on citizenship — not just in the legal sense, but as a lived experience
shaped by systemic inequities.

Rankine’s exploration is situated in the broader socio-political landscape of the 21st century,
particularly amid heightened awareness of racial injustice following events such as the killings of
Trayvon Martin and Michael Brown. citizen an american lyric captures the cumulative effects of
microaggressions, racial profiling, and invisibility that define many Black Americans’ daily
experiences. By doing so, the text serves as both a mirror and a catalyst for dialogue about
institutional racism in modern America.

Structural and Stylistic Elements

Unlike conventional poetry collections, citizen an american lyric employs a fragmented structure
that mirrors the fractured reality it depicts. The work is divided into several sections, each focusing
on different facets of racial tension and identity. Rankine’s use of the second person narrative
(“you”) is particularly striking; it implicates the reader directly, creating an intimate and sometimes
uncomfortable engagement with the text.

The integration of visual art—photographs, paintings, and screenshots—further enriches the reading
experience. These images are not mere illustrations but active components that deepen the lyrical
meditation on visibility and erasure. This multimedia approach challenges readers to consider how
representation functions in both art and society.

The Power of Repetition and Language

A hallmark of citizen an american lyric is its strategic use of repetition, which amplifies the
emotional resonance of the text. Phrases and motifs recur throughout the lyric, echoing the
persistence of racialized experiences. Rankine’s language is precise yet evocative, balancing poetic
lyricism with journalistic clarity. This duality allows the work to function on multiple levels—as art,
testimony, and social critique.



Thematic Exploration in Citizen An American Lyric

At the heart of citizen an american lyric lies a profound inquiry into the meaning of citizenship and
belonging in a racially divided society. The text grapples with themes such as racial invisibility,
systemic violence, and the psychological consequences of discrimination. These themes are explored
through personal anecdotes, cultural references, and historical context.

Racial Microaggressions and Everyday Racism

One of the lyric’s most compelling contributions is its illumination of microaggressions—subtle, often
unconscious acts of racism that accumulate to create a hostile environment. Rankine’s detailed
recounting of these incidents exposes how pervasive and damaging they are. By naming these
experiences, citizen an american lyric validates the feelings of those who endure them and educates
others about their impact.

Identity and the Black Experience

citizen an american lyric also delves into the complexities of Black identity in America. Rankine
interrogates the notion of the “American citizen” by highlighting how racial profiling and prejudice
undermine the rights and dignity of Black individuals. The lyric’s candid portrayal of vulnerability,
anger, and resilience provides a nuanced perspective often absent from mainstream discourse.

Comparative Insights: Citizen An American Lyric and
Contemporary Works

When compared to other contemporary works addressing race and identity, citizen an american lyric
stands out for its formal innovation and emotional depth. Unlike traditional memoirs or essays,
Rankine’s hybrid form blends the personal with the political in a way that few other works have
achieved. For instance:

Ta-Nehisi Coates’s “Between the World and Me” offers a prose letter to his son about
racial injustice, while Rankine’s lyric uses fragmented poetry and imagery to evoke similar
themes.

Roxane Gay’s “Bad Feminist”


