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Shadows of Evil Guide: Mastering the Dark Corners of Call of Duty Zombies

shadows of evil guide is your ultimate companion if you’re diving into one of the most atmospheric
and challenging maps in Call of Duty: Black Ops III Zombies mode. This map, set in a noir-inspired
cityscape, offers a rich narrative, intricate Easter eggs, and a fresh gameplay experience that can be
intimidating for both newcomers and veterans. Whether you’re trying to unlock the Pack-a-Punch
machine, complete the main Easter egg quest, or simply survive the relentless waves of zombies, this
guide will walk you through the key elements you need to know to thrive in Shadows of Evil.

Understanding Shadows of Evil: The Basics

Before you jump into the thick of things, it’s essential to get a grasp on what makes Shadows of Evil
unique. Unlike traditional zombies maps, Shadows of Evil is steeped in a 1940s noir aesthetic, with
four playable characters each harboring dark pasts and special abilities. The map layout is sprawling,
with multiple districts like the Waterfront, Footlight District, and Canal District, each filled with
secrets, traps, and powerful weapons.

Meet the Four Characters

The story revolves around four individuals:

- **Jessica Rose** – The femme fatale with a mysterious connection to the dark forces.
- **Nero Blackstone** – A magician whose powers come with a price.
- **Vincent Brooks** – A boxer battling his own demons.
- **Fitzgerald** – A cab driver caught in the crossfire of supernatural events.

Each character has unique dialogue and interactions, adding depth to the gameplay experience and
encouraging teamwork.

Map Layout and Key Areas

Familiarizing yourself with the map is crucial. The main districts include:

- **The Waterfront**: The starting area with the first ritual site.
- **Footlight District**: Features the Pack-a-Punch machine.
- **Canal District**: Houses important item locations and the magic wheel.
- **The Junction**: Central hub connecting different areas.

Knowing where to find weapons, perks, and key objectives will save you precious time when the
zombies start to swarm.



Shadows of Evil Guide: Essential Gameplay Mechanics

Diving deeper, Shadows of Evil introduces several gameplay mechanics that differ from other zombies
maps, offering fresh challenges and opportunities.

The Rituals

One of the map’s primary objectives is to complete four rituals, each tied to a specific district and
character. These rituals are necessary to unlock the Pack-a-Punch machine, which is essential for
upgrading your weapons to face tougher enemies.

Each ritual involves:

1. Collecting a specific weapon or item.
2. Defeating waves of zombies.
3. Interacting with a ritual shrine.

Timing and teamwork are vital here, as rituals can be intense and attract large hordes.

Shadow Man and the Beast Mode

A unique feature in Shadows of Evil is the “Beast Mode,” which allows players to transform
temporarily into a shadowy beast by interacting with specific objects. This mode lets you:

- Access hidden areas.
- Collect items unobtainable in human form.
- Activate rituals.

Mastering Beast Mode is key to progressing through the map and unlocking secrets.

Power-Ups and Perks

Perks in Shadows of Evil differ slightly from other maps. Some notable perks include:

- **Juggernog**: Increases player health.
- **Stamin-Up**: Boosts sprint duration.
- **Deadshot Daiquiri**: Improves aiming precision.

Finding and activating these perks early in the game can significantly enhance your survivability.



Weapons, Upgrades, and Strategies

Having the right arsenal and knowing how to upgrade your gear can make or break your survival
chances.

Starting Weapons and Wonder Weapons

Initially, players start with basic pistols. However, the map features special “Wonder Weapons” like
the Apothicon Servant, a powerful gun that shoots a black hole to suck in zombies.

To obtain the Wonder Weapon:

- Complete specific steps involving the rituals.
- Locate hidden parts throughout the map.
- Use Beast Mode to reach secret locations.

Pack-a-Punch Machine

Upgrading your weapons via the Pack-a-Punch machine increases damage, ammo capacity, and
sometimes adds elemental effects. Accessing it requires completing all four rituals, after which the
machine becomes available in the Footlight District.

Effective Strategies for Survival

- **Stick together**: Shadows of Evil is designed for cooperative play.
- **Manage your Beast Mode usage**: Don’t waste the transformation; use it strategically.
- **Control zombie spawns**: Use traps and choke points to manage hordes.
- **Prioritize rituals early**: Unlock Pack-a-Punch sooner to upgrade weapons.

Unlocking Easter Eggs and Hidden Secrets

For players who love deep lore and extra challenges, Shadows of Evil offers a complex Easter egg
quest known as “Apocalypse Averted.” Completing it rewards players with unique items and
achievements.

Main Easter Egg Steps

The Easter egg involves:

- Completing all rituals.



- Collecting summoning key parts.
- Solving puzzles involving the Shadow Man.
- Defeating the final boss.

Patience and teamwork are essential, as some steps require precise timing and coordination.

Additional Secrets and Tips

- Utilize the magic wheel in the Canal District to earn bonuses.
- Keep an eye out for hidden radios that unlock special dialogue.
- Use Beast Mode to discover secret passages and hidden weapons.

Final Tips for Mastering Shadows of Evil

No Shadows of Evil guide would be complete without some practical advice to enhance your
gameplay experience:

- **Communicate constantly** with your team to coordinate rituals and revive downed players.
- **Manage your points wisely**; don’t overspend on weapons before you secure perks.
- **Practice Beast Mode navigation** to become efficient at completing objectives.
- **Stay aware of the Shadow Man’s influence**, as he can dramatically change the gameplay
dynamics.

By embracing the map’s unique mechanics and immersing yourself in its rich storyline, Shadows of
Evil becomes not just a challenge but a thrilling adventure that rewards skill, teamwork, and
exploration.

Whether it’s your first foray or you’re aiming to perfect your runs, this Shadows of Evil guide aims to
prepare you for all the thrills and chills lurking in the dark alleys of Morg City. Keep your wits about
you, and get ready to face the shadows head-on.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Shadows of Evil in Call of Duty Zombies?
Shadows of Evil is a Zombies map in Call of Duty: Black Ops III, set in a 1940s noir-inspired city,
featuring unique characters, rituals, and a complex storyline.

How do I start the main Easter egg in Shadows of Evil?
To start the main Easter egg, you need to complete the four rituals across the map by collecting and
sacrificing the required items at each ritual site.



What are the best weapons to use in Shadows of Evil?
Pack-a-Punch weapons and Wonder Weapons like the Apothicon Servant and the Wrath of the
Ancients are highly effective in Shadows of Evil.

How do I unlock the Pack-a-Punch machine in Shadows of
Evil?
Unlock the Pack-a-Punch by completing the four rituals, then collect the glowing orb from the ritual
sites and place it on the pedestal in the Pack-a-Punch room.

What are the four rituals in Shadows of Evil and how do I
complete them?
The four rituals correspond to the four characters' locations: the Waterfront, Footlight, Canals, and
Junction. Complete each by finding the ritual items, performing the sacrifice, and surviving the
ensuing enemy waves.

How do I get the Shadow Man to spawn in Shadows of Evil?
The Shadow Man appears after completing the four rituals and is integral to the main Easter egg
progression.

What is the role of the Beast Mode in Shadows of Evil?
Beast Mode allows players to transform into a shadow beast to interact with specific objects, defend
against enemies, and access new areas.

How can I earn the GobbleGums in Shadows of Evil?
GobbleGums are earned by leveling up your character in Black Ops III Zombies mode and can be
purchased from machines found around the map.

Where can I find the Pack-a-Punch upgrade materials in
Shadows of Evil?
Upgrade materials are found by completing rituals, killing enemies, and opening specific locations on
the map such as the canals and the sewers.

Are there any tips for surviving higher rounds in Shadows of
Evil?
Use the Beast Mode effectively, keep moving to avoid being cornered, utilize Wonder Weapons, and
make sure to complete the rituals early for advantages like Pack-a-Punch.



Additional Resources
Shadows of Evil Guide: Mastering the Classic Zombies Experience

shadows of evil guide delves into one of the most intricate and atmospheric maps in the Call of
Duty Zombies universe. Introduced in Call of Duty: Black Ops III, Shadows of Evil stands out for its rich
narrative, complex mechanics, and challenging gameplay. This guide aims to provide a
comprehensive overview, helping players navigate the eerie streets of Morg City, unravel the
mysteries behind the ritual, and maximize their survival chances.

Understanding Shadows of Evil: An Overview

Shadows of Evil invites players into a noir-inspired metropolis filled with dark secrets and supernatural
threats. Unlike previous Zombies maps, it combines a compelling storyline with unique gameplay
elements, such as the summoning rituals, the Beast Mode mechanic, and the iconic Margwa boss
fights. The map’s design encourages exploration and teamwork, making it a favorite among both
casual players and hardcore fans.

One of the standout features of this map is its four distinct characters — the magician, the boxer, the
femme fatale, and the detective — each with their own backstories and abilities. These characters
add depth to the game, enhancing the immersive experience.

Key Features of Shadows of Evil

Beast Mode: A transformative ability allowing players to access new areas and interact with
objects inaccessible in human form.

Rituals: A series of complex tasks that unlock the Pack-a-Punch machine and progress the
main quest.

Wonder Weapons: Unique firearms such as the Apothicon Servant, essential for advanced
rounds.

Margwa Boss Fights: Multi-limbed monsters that require strategic teamwork to defeat.

Shadow Man and the Summoning Key: Central to the narrative and crucial for completing
the Easter egg.

Progressing Through Shadows of Evil: Step-by-Step
Guide



Navigating Shadows of Evil requires a methodical approach. Unlike straightforward survival maps, this
Zombies experience incorporates narrative-driven objectives that must be completed to unlock
essential features like the Pack-a-Punch machine.

1. Unlocking Beast Mode and Accessing Key Locations

At the start, players are confined to specific areas. To expand your reach, activating Beast Mode is
essential. This mechanic is triggered by interacting with special summoning symbols or completing
rituals. Once in Beast Mode, players can traverse previously blocked paths, collect essential items,
and interact with beast portals.

Understanding how to switch between human and beast forms efficiently is critical. It allows players
to evade zombies, manipulate the environment, and prepare for upcoming challenges.

2. Completing the Four Rituals

The rituals form the backbone of the Shadows of Evil questline. Each ritual involves:

Finding and activating the ritual circle.1.

Defeating waves of enemies, including powerful zombie types.2.

Collecting specific items to complete the ritual.3.

Successfully completing all four rituals unlocks the Pack-a-Punch machine, a game-changer that
enhances weapon performance and is indispensable for surviving higher rounds.

3. Utilizing the Pack-a-Punch Machine

The Pack-a-Punch machine is a staple in Zombies gameplay, allowing players to upgrade their
weapons. In Shadows of Evil, reaching this machine requires completing the rituals and opening the
canal district. Upgrading weapons significantly boosts damage, ammo capacity, and sometimes adds
special effects.

Strategic use of the Pack-a-Punch can turn the tide during intense rounds, especially when facing
Margwa bosses or hordes of powerful zombies.

Advanced Strategies and Tips

For players aiming to master Shadows of Evil, understanding the finer points of gameplay can make a



measurable difference.

Weapon Choices and Upgrades

While the map offers standard weapons, acquiring the Wonder Weapon, the Apothicon Servant,
greatly enhances combat effectiveness. This weapon fires a black hole projectile that sucks in and
destroys zombies en masse, making it invaluable in crowded scenarios.

Players should prioritize early access to this weapon and consider upgrading it via Pack-a-Punch.
Additionally, combining it with other high-damage weapons creates balanced loadouts suited for
various combat situations.

Managing the Margwa Encounters

The Margwa is a formidable three-headed beast that appears during certain rounds. These encounters
are notoriously difficult due to the Margwa’s high health and aggressive attacks.

Effective Margwa management includes:

Maintaining mobility to dodge its attacks.

Targeting specific heads to stagger the creature.

Utilizing Wonder Weapons and upgraded firearms to maximize damage output.

Coordinating with teammates to split focus and avoid overwhelming individual players.

Maximizing Shadow Man and Summoning Key Mechanics

The Shadow Man is a mysterious figure integral to Shadows of Evil’s storyline. Players interact with
him through the Summoning Key, a unique item used to trap or release entities.

Understanding when and how to use the Summoning Key affects not only the narrative progression
but also impacts gameplay elements, such as summoning portals and accessing hidden areas.
Keeping track of the Summoning Key’s status and its interactions with the environment is crucial for
advanced players.

Comparing Shadows of Evil to Other Zombies Maps

When analyzed alongside other Zombies maps like Der Eisendrache or Origins, Shadows of Evil



distinguishes itself through its narrative complexity and gameplay innovation.

Unlike maps with linear progression, Shadows of Evil incorporates multi-layered rituals and the Beast
Mode mechanic, offering a fresh experience. However, its difficulty curve is steeper, which may
challenge newcomers.

The map’s atmosphere, drawing heavily from 1940s film noir aesthetics, contrasts with the more
traditional horror or sci-fi themes seen in other maps. This unique setting contributes to its enduring
popularity within the Zombies community.

Pros and Cons of Shadows of Evil

Pros:

Rich storytelling and immersive environment.

Innovative gameplay mechanics like Beast Mode.

Challenging and rewarding ritual system.

Unique character abilities adding depth.

Cons:

Steep learning curve for new players.

Complex rituals may slow gameplay pace.

High difficulty in solo play, encouraging team reliance.

Community Insights and Ongoing Relevance

Shadows of Evil continues to be a subject of discussion among Zombies enthusiasts. Its blend of
narrative depth and gameplay complexity has led to numerous community-created strategies and
Easter egg hunts. These collaborative efforts highlight the map’s capacity to engage players beyond
standard survival gameplay.

Moreover, with the rise of streaming and content creation, Shadows of Evil remains a frequent choice
for showcasing skill and strategy, maintaining its relevance years after its initial release.



The map’s design also influences newer Zombies content, with many modern maps borrowing
thematic and mechanical elements inspired by Shadows of Evil.

As players continue to explore its secrets and refine their tactics, Shadows of Evil stands as a
benchmark for innovation and storytelling in the Zombies genre, offering a rich, multifaceted
experience for both veterans and newcomers alike.
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