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la posada hotel winslow az history is a fascinating tale that intertwines the rich
heritage of Route 66, the golden age of railroads, and the visionary architecture of the
Southwest. Nestled in the heart of Winslow, Arizona, La Posada Hotel is more than just a
historic lodging—it is a living museum that captures the spirit of a bygone era while
continuing to enchant visitors today. For those curious about the roots of this iconic hotel,
its restoration, and its significance in American travel culture, understanding the full story
of La Posada’s past offers a uniquely enriching experience.

The Origins of La Posada Hotel: A Railroad Jewel

Back in the early 20th century, the expansion of the railroad system was pivotal in
connecting the vast American landscape. La Posada Hotel was born out of this era.
Constructed in 1929 by the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway, it was designed to
serve as a premier railroad hotel, catering to passengers traveling along the famous Santa
Fe Railway line. Its creation was part of a broader trend where rail companies built grand
hotels to encourage tourism and provide luxurious accommodations for travelers.

Architectural Vision by Mary Colter

One of the most compelling aspects of La Posada’s history is its design by Mary Colter, one
of the few prominent female architects of her time. Known for her unique ability to blend
Native American, Spanish Colonial, and Mission Revival styles, Colter crafted La Posada as a
harmonious blend of elegance and regional authenticity. The hotel’s architecture features
adobe walls, colorful tile work, hand-painted ceilings, and intricate ironwork that reflect the
cultural influences of the Southwest.

Mary Colter’s attention to detail was groundbreaking. She incorporated elements that not
only served aesthetic purposes but also connected guests to the local landscape and
history, making La Posada more than just a place to stay—it was an immersive cultural
experience.

La Posada’s Role in Winslow and Route 66

Winslow, Arizona, is famously known for its connection to the legendary Route 66, often
called the “Mother Road.” La Posada Hotel’s history is deeply intertwined with this iconic
highway. As Route 66 became a major artery for automobile travel across America, Winslow
emerged as a key stopover point. The hotel’s proximity to the railroad and highway made it
a hub for travelers seeking comfort and respite.



A Hub for Travelers and Community Life

During its heyday, La Posada was more than a hotel; it was a social center for Winslow
residents and visitors alike. The hotel’s dining room and lounge hosted events, gatherings,
and performances, fostering a sense of community. For travelers on Route 66, La Posada
represented a slice of luxury and a chance to experience Southwestern hospitality.

However, like many railroad hotels, La Posada’s fortunes declined with the rise of
automobile travel and the eventual decline of passenger rail service. The hotel closed its
doors in the 1950s and fell into disrepair, mirroring the fate of many historic properties
along Route 66.

The Revival and Restoration of La Posada Hotel

The story of La Posada Hotel winslow az history took a hopeful turn in the late 20th century
when preservationists and visionaries recognized its cultural and architectural importance.
The hotel was purchased and meticulously restored during the 1990s, a project that
breathed new life into this historic landmark.

Restoration Efforts and Cultural Preservation

Restoring La Posada was no small feat. The process involved careful research to preserve
Mary Colter’s original design intentions and to revive the hotel’s unique character.
Craftsmen restored murals, woodwork, and tile, while historians ensured the authenticity of
furnishings and décor.

Today, La Posada stands as one of the most beautifully restored Harvey Houses—a chain of
railroad hotels operated by the Fred Harvey Company. The hotel now serves as a boutique
destination, offering guests a chance to experience a piece of history alongside modern
comforts.

Experiencing La Posada Today: A Blend of History
and Hospitality

Visiting La Posada provides more than just a night’s stay; it is a journey into the heart of
Arizona’s cultural heritage. The hotel’s art gallery, gardens, and restaurant showcase
regional artists and culinary traditions, connecting guests with the spirit of the Southwest.

Why La Posada is a Must-Visit Historical Landmark

For those interested in American history, architecture, or Route 66 lore, La Posada offers



unique insights:

Architectural Marvel: Explore Mary Colter’s visionary design and the craftsmanship
that defines the hotel’s aesthetic.

Railroad and Route 66 History: Understand the hotel’s role in the golden age of
train travel and its place along the Mother Road.

Cultural Connection: Enjoy art, music, and cuisine that celebrate Native American
and Southwestern traditions.

Historic Preservation: Witness a successful example of historic restoration that
saved a landmark from obscurity.

Legacy and Continued Importance of La Posada

The story of La Posada Hotel winslow az history is not static—it continues to evolve as the
hotel remains a vital part of Winslow’s identity and tourism industry. Its preservation has
inspired similar efforts along Route 66 and elsewhere, highlighting the importance of
maintaining historic sites for future generations.

More than a relic, La Posada stands as a testament to the power of architecture, history,
and community working together to preserve a unique piece of Americana. Travelers today
can still find the echoes of the past in its walls, making every visit a meaningful exploration
of time and place.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of La Posada Hotel in
Winslow, AZ?
La Posada Hotel is historically significant as one of the last great railroad hotels built in the
Southwest, designed by renowned architect Mary Colter in 1929 to serve passengers of the
Santa Fe Railway.

Who was the architect behind La Posada Hotel in
Winslow, Arizona?
The architect of La Posada Hotel was Mary Colter, a pioneering female architect known for
her work with the Santa Fe Railway and her unique Southwestern style.



When was La Posada Hotel in Winslow, AZ originally
opened?
La Posada Hotel originally opened in 1930 as a luxury hotel serving railroad travelers along
the Santa Fe Railway.

How did La Posada Hotel contribute to Winslow's
development?
La Posada Hotel helped establish Winslow as a key stop along the Santa Fe Railway,
boosting local tourism and commerce by attracting travelers and promoting the area's
cultural heritage.

What architectural style is La Posada Hotel known for?
La Posada Hotel is known for its Mission Revival and Spanish Colonial Revival architectural
styles, featuring adobe walls, hand-painted tiles, and Native American motifs.

Has La Posada Hotel been restored or renovated since
its original construction?
Yes, La Posada Hotel underwent a major restoration starting in the late 1990s, revitalizing
the historic building and reopening it as a boutique hotel and cultural landmark.

Why is La Posada Hotel considered a cultural landmark
in Winslow?
La Posada Hotel is considered a cultural landmark due to its unique architectural heritage,
association with the railroad history, and its role in preserving Southwestern art and
culture.

What role did the Santa Fe Railway play in the history
of La Posada Hotel?
The Santa Fe Railway commissioned La Posada Hotel to provide upscale accommodations
for their passengers, making it an integral part of the railway's hospitality network.

Are there any famous artworks or features inside La
Posada Hotel?
Yes, La Posada Hotel features murals by artist Tina Mion, hand-carved woodwork, and
period furnishings that reflect the Southwest's artistic heritage.

Can visitors learn about Winslow's history at La Posada



Hotel?
Visitors can learn about Winslow's history through guided tours, museum exhibits within the
hotel, and the preservation of original architectural details that tell the story of the region
and the railroad era.

Additional Resources
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la posada hotel winslow az history is a compelling narrative that intertwines the legacy
of Route 66, Southwestern architecture, and the visionary efforts of architect Mary Colter.
Situated in the heart of Winslow, Arizona, La Posada Hotel stands as one of the last great
railroad hotels built in the American Southwest, embodying a rich tapestry of cultural,
architectural, and historical significance. Exploring the evolution of this landmark provides
insight not only into the hotel’s past but also into the broader context of Arizona’s
development during the early 20th century.

The Origins of La Posada Hotel in Winslow

Constructed in 1929 by the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway, La Posada Hotel was
designed to serve the growing number of travelers along the Santa Fe Railroad. The hotel
was envisioned as a luxurious oasis amidst the arid landscape, catering to affluent
passengers journeying between Chicago and California. This era marked a boom in railroad
travel, and the establishment of such a grand hotel in Winslow was a testament to the
town’s strategic importance as a railroad hub.

Mary Colter, one of the few prominent female architects of her time, was commissioned to
design La Posada. Her architectural vision combined elements of Mission Revival and
Spanish Colonial Revival styles, infused with indigenous motifs and materials native to the
region. The hotel’s design reflected a sensitivity to the local environment and cultures,
setting it apart from other railroad hotels which often favored more ostentatious or generic
styles.

Architectural Significance and Design Features

The architectural identity of La Posada Hotel is deeply rooted in Colter’s dedication to
authenticity and cultural respect. The building features adobe walls, hand-painted tiles,
wrought iron fixtures, and intricate woodwork, all contributing to an ambiance that
resonates with the Southwest’s heritage. The hotel’s sprawling gardens and courtyards,
landscaped with native plants, create a serene atmosphere that contrasts with the
industrial nature of the railroad.

Inside, the hotel boasts hand-crafted furnishings and artwork commissioned from local
artisans, further emphasizing a connection to regional culture. This approach not only



enhanced the aesthetic appeal but also supported local communities and preserved
traditional crafts. The seamless blending of indoor and outdoor spaces exemplifies Colter’s
innovative design philosophy, which prioritized harmony with nature.

La Posada’s Role in Winslow’s Economic and
Cultural Development

Beyond its architectural allure, La Posada played a crucial role in shaping Winslow’s
economic landscape during the early to mid-20th century. The hotel attracted travelers,
tourists, and dignitaries, providing employment opportunities and stimulating local
businesses. It became a social hub where locals and visitors mingled, fostering a sense of
community pride.

However, the decline of railroad travel in the post-World War II era led to reduced
patronage. The rise of automobile travel and the creation of interstate highways diverted
traffic away from Route 66 and Winslow, causing economic downturns. La Posada struggled
to maintain relevance during this period, eventually closing in the 1990s.

Revitalization and Preservation Efforts

The story of La Posada Hotel does not end with its decline. Recognizing its historic and
architectural value, preservationists and entrepreneurs undertook extensive restoration
efforts in the early 2000s. These initiatives aimed to revive the hotel as a boutique
destination that honors its past while meeting contemporary hospitality standards.

The restoration process involved meticulous research to ensure authenticity, using original
materials and preserving Colter’s design elements. Modern amenities were integrated
subtly to enhance guest comfort without compromising the building’s historic character.
Today, La Posada stands not only as a functioning hotel but also as a living museum,
attracting visitors interested in heritage tourism and architectural history.

Comparative Analysis: La Posada and Other
Historic Railroad Hotels

When compared to other historic railroad hotels in the Southwest, such as the Harvey
Houses in New Mexico or the El Tovar Hotel in the Grand Canyon, La Posada distinguishes
itself through its unique blend of architectural styles and its direct association with Mary
Colter’s legacy. While many railroad hotels served purely as functional lodging, La Posada’s
design reflects a deliberate cultural narrative that integrates regional indigenous and
Hispanic influences.

Additionally, La Posada’s location in Winslow—immortalized in popular culture through the
Eagles’ song “Take It Easy”—adds layers of cultural resonance that extend beyond



architecture. This blend of music, history, and design amplifies the hotel’s appeal and
enhances its status as a cultural landmark.

Key Features Setting La Posada Apart

Architectural Innovation: Mary Colter’s pioneering role as a female architect and
her signature Southwestern style.

Cultural Integration: Use of Native American and Spanish Colonial motifs that
celebrate local heritage.

Historical Context: Connection to Route 66 and the golden age of railroad travel.

Restoration Excellence: Faithful preservation that balances historical integrity with
modern hospitality.

Modern-Day Impact and Tourism

Today, La Posada Hotel is a cornerstone of Winslow’s tourism industry, drawing visitors
keen on experiencing a piece of Americana and architectural history. Its revival has
contributed to the economic resurgence of the town, offering jobs and promoting local arts
and culture. The hotel hosts art exhibitions, cultural events, and culinary experiences that
showcase the Southwest’s rich traditions.

Moreover, La Posada’s story highlights the broader themes of historic preservation and
adaptive reuse in the hospitality sector. It exemplifies how restoring historic properties can
serve as a catalyst for regional revitalization, inspiring similar efforts across the United
States.

Through its enduring presence, La Posada Hotel in Winslow remains a testament to
thoughtful design, cultural respect, and the power of heritage to shape contemporary
identity. The narrative of la posada hotel winslow az history continues to unfold, inviting
new generations to explore and appreciate this architectural gem within the vast tapestry
of American history.
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