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Easy Song to Play on Ukulele for Beginners: Your Guide to Starting Strong

easy song to play on ukulele for beginners — these words often pop up when someone is just starting

to learn this charming, four-string instrument. The ukulele's popularity has skyrocketed due to its sweet

sound, portability, and relative ease compared to other stringed instruments. If you’re eager to strum

your first tune but don’t know where to begin, you’re in the right place. Picking an easy song to play

on ukulele for beginners can make all the difference in your learning journey, boosting your confidence

and keeping the fun alive.

Why Choosing an Easy Song to Play on Ukulele for Beginners

Matters

When you’re new to the ukulele, it’s tempting to dive into complex songs right away. However, starting

with simpler tunes that use basic chords and straightforward strumming patterns sets a solid

foundation. Easy songs help you master chord transitions, rhythm, and finger placements without

overwhelming you. This approach prevents frustration and encourages consistent practice.

Moreover, the right beginner songs often feature repetitive chord progressions, allowing you to focus

on smooth changes and timing. They also tend to be familiar melodies, which makes learning more

enjoyable and rewarding. By choosing an easy song to play on ukulele for beginners, you create a

positive feedback loop that fuels your motivation.

Top Easy Songs to Play on Ukulele for Beginners



1. “Riptide” by Vance Joy

“Riptide” is a favorite among ukulele newbies because it mainly revolves around three simple chords:

Am, G, and C. The chord progression is repetitive, and the strumming pattern is mellow, making it

accessible for anyone picking up the instrument. Plus, it’s a catchy tune that sounds impressive even

with minimal practice.

2. “I'm Yours” by Jason Mraz

This modern classic is another excellent choice for beginners. It uses just four chords—C, G, Am, and

F—which are some of the first you’ll likely learn. The relaxed, island vibe of the song complements the

ukulele’s tone perfectly, and its steady rhythm helps new players develop consistent strumming habits.

3. “You Are My Sunshine” (Traditional)

A timeless song often taught to beginners, “You Are My Sunshine” is simple, sweet, and utilizes basic

chords like C, F, and G7. Its slow tempo and familiar melody make it a perfect practice piece to get

comfortable with chord changes and rhythm.

4. “Counting Stars” by OneRepublic

While this song might seem more complex at first glance, it can be simplified for beginner ukulele

players. It mainly uses the chords Am, C, G, and F. The upbeat tempo makes it fun to play, and the

chord transitions help build finger agility.



5. “Hakuna Matata” from The Lion King

For those who want something playful and recognizable, “Hakuna Matata” is an easy and entertaining

song to learn. It features simple chords and a repetitive structure, perfect for beginners who want to

add a bit of Disney magic to their repertoire.

Essential Chords for Easy Songs on Ukulele

Before jumping into songs, it’s helpful to familiarize yourself with a handful of basic chords. These

chords form the backbone of most beginner-friendly songs:

C major: Often the first chord learned, it requires pressing the third fret of the bottom string.

G major: A bit more finger coordination but essential for many songs.

A minor: Simple to play with just one finger on the second fret.

F major: Involves two fingers but is crucial for a wide variety of tunes.

G7: Adds a jazzy feel and appears in classic songs.

Mastering these chords will allow you to tackle a vast number of easy songs to play on ukulele for

beginners. Plus, switching smoothly between them is a critical skill that improves with practice.



Tips to Master Easy Songs on Ukulele as a Beginner

Start Slow and Steady

When learning a new song, especially as a beginner, take it slow. Focus on getting each chord right

before speeding up. Use a metronome or play along with the original track at reduced speed to keep

your timing accurate.

Practice Chord Transitions

One of the biggest hurdles for beginners is transitioning fluidly between chords. Spend time practicing

just the chord changes without strumming. This builds muscle memory and makes playing full songs

easier.

Use Simple Strumming Patterns

Don’t worry about complex strumming patterns at first. Start with a basic downstroke on every beat or

a simple down-up pattern. As you get comfortable, experiment with more rhythmic variations.

Learn the Song in Sections

Breaking a song into smaller parts—like verse, chorus, and bridge—makes learning manageable.

Master one section before moving on to the next. This technique helps prevent overwhelm and keeps

your practice sessions focused.



Watch Tutorials and Play Along

There’s an abundance of ukulele tutorials online where you can see and hear how songs are played.

Watching someone else’s finger positioning and strumming can clarify tricky parts. Playing along with

videos or recordings can also boost your confidence and timing.

Why the Ukulele Is Perfect for Beginners

Choosing the ukulele as your first instrument has many advantages. Its small size and light weight

make it easy to hold and carry. The nylon strings are gentle on your fingers compared to steel-string

guitars, which reduces discomfort during long practice sessions. Additionally, many popular songs can

be simplified for the ukulele, meaning beginners have access to a wide range of music styles to

explore.

Because the ukulele is relatively inexpensive and requires minimal tuning effort, it’s a low-stress

introduction to learning an instrument. The instant gratification of strumming a recognizable tune early

on is a huge motivator to keep improving.

Expanding Your Ukulele Skills Beyond Easy Songs

Once you’re comfortable with easy songs to play on ukulele for beginners, it’s exciting to broaden your

musical horizons. You can start experimenting with new chords, fingerpicking techniques, and more

intricate strumming patterns. Learning music theory basics, such as scales and chord construction,

also enriches your playing and allows you to write your own songs.

Joining ukulele communities—whether online forums or local groups—can provide support and

inspiration. Sharing your progress, performing for friends, or collaborating with others can turn your

ukulele journey into a social and rewarding experience.



Learning easy songs is just the beginning of what can be a lifelong passion. The ukulele’s joyful sound

and welcoming nature make it an instrument that’s truly accessible to everyone, regardless of age or

background.

---

Embarking on your ukulele adventure with easy songs to play on ukulele for beginners sets a positive

tone for your musical development. Remember, the key is consistency and enjoying the process.

Every chord you play and every song you learn brings you one step closer to becoming a confident

ukulele player. So pick up your uke, choose a simple tune, and let the music flow!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an easy song to play on the ukulele for beginners?

A great easy song for beginners is "Riptide" by Vance Joy. It uses simple chords like Am, G, and C,

which are perfect for new players.

Which chords should beginners learn to play simple ukulele songs?

Beginners should start with basic chords such as C, G, Am, and F. These chords are common in

many easy songs and provide a good foundation.

How can I find easy ukulele songs for beginners?

You can find easy ukulele songs on websites like Ultimate Guitar, Ukulele Tabs, or YouTube tutorials

specifically designed for beginners.

Is "I'm Yours" by Jason Mraz suitable for ukulele beginners?

Yes, "I'm Yours" by Jason Mraz is a popular and easy song for ukulele beginners because it uses

simple, repetitive chords and a relaxed strumming pattern.



How many chords do I need to know to play easy songs on the

ukulele?

Most easy songs for beginners require knowing about 3 to 4 basic chords, which allows you to play a

wide variety of songs.

Can I learn to play a song on the ukulele in one day as a beginner?

Yes, with practice, beginners can learn simple songs like "Twinkle Twinkle Little Star" or "You Are My

Sunshine" in a day, as they use basic chords and simple strumming patterns.

Additional Resources

Easy Song to Play on Ukulele for Beginners: A Guide to Starting Your Musical Journey

easy song to play on ukulele for beginners is a phrase that captures the essence of what many new

ukulele players seek: accessible, enjoyable music that builds confidence and skill. As the ukulele

continues to surge in popularity due to its portability, affordability, and pleasant tone, more novices are

turning to this instrument to explore their musical creativity. However, choosing the right song to start

with can significantly influence a beginner’s motivation and progress. This article delves into the best

easy songs to play on the ukulele for beginners, highlighting their features, chord structures, and the

practical reasons they serve as ideal starting points.

Understanding What Makes a Song Easy for Ukulele Beginners

Before listing specific songs, it is essential to analyze the criteria that define an easy song to play on

the ukulele for beginners. Ukulele players at the entry level often face challenges such as finger

dexterity, chord transitions, and strumming patterns. Therefore, songs suited for beginners typically

share several characteristics:



Simple chord progressions: Songs that use two to three basic chords minimize the learning curve

and keep the focus on rhythm and strumming.

Common chords: Chords like C, G, F, and Am are widely considered the easiest on ukulele due

to their minimal finger stretching and straightforward shapes.

Moderate tempo: Slower or moderate-paced songs allow beginners to practice chord changes

without rushing.

Repetitive structure: Repetition in chord sequences reinforces muscle memory and builds

confidence.

These elements combined provide an ideal foundation for a beginner to master the basics while

enjoying the process. The following sections explore specific songs that exemplify these traits.

Top Easy Songs to Play on Ukulele for Beginners

"Riptide" by Vance Joy

"Riptide" has become a staple recommendation for ukulele beginners due to its straightforward chord

progression and catchy melody. It features just three chords—Am, G, and C—which are among the

easiest for new players.

Chords: Am, G, C



Tempo: Moderate

Strumming pattern: Down-down-up-up-down-up

The song’s rhythm encourages consistent strumming practice, while the chord changes are spaced

adequately to allow beginners to switch smoothly. Additionally, the popular appeal of "Riptide" keeps

learners motivated to continue practicing.

"Somewhere Over the Rainbow" by Israel Kamakawiwoʻole

A timeless classic associated with Hawaiian ukulele music, "Somewhere Over the Rainbow" is often

one of the first pieces taught to beginners. It involves a few more chords than "Riptide," but they are

still basic and manageable.

Chords: C, Em, F, G, Am

Tempo: Slow, gentle

Strumming pattern: Simple down strums or fingerpicking

Its slow tempo and soothing melody make it ideal for players who want to focus on clean chord

transitions and strumming dynamics. While it requires a bit more finger movement, the song is

forgiving and rewarding.



"I'm Yours" by Jason Mraz

This upbeat, feel-good tune is another excellent choice for beginners. Its chord progression is

repetitive and involves chords that are beginner-friendly.

Chords: C, G, Am, F

Tempo: Moderate to fast

Strumming pattern: Down-down-up-up-down-up

The repeated chord cycle allows beginners to focus on rhythm and timing, while its popular status

adds an element of fun to practice sessions.

Comparing Song Difficulty Levels and Skill Development

When selecting an easy song to play on ukulele for beginners, it’s important to consider not only the

immediate ease but also the potential for skill progression. Songs like "Riptide" and "I’m Yours"

provide a balance between simplicity and challenge, facilitating gradual improvement. On the other

hand, "Somewhere Over the Rainbow" introduces more chords and fingerpicking techniques, which

can expand a beginner’s dexterity and musical expression.

A comparative look at these songs reveals:

Song Number of
Chords Chord Complexity Strumming

Complexity

Skill Development
Potential



Song Number of
Chords Chord Complexity Strumming

Complexity

Skill Development
Potential

Riptide 3 Basic Moderate High for beginners

Somewhere Over
the Rainbow 5 Basic to

Intermediate Low to Moderate Moderate

I'm Yours 4 Basic Moderate
High

This analysis supports the idea that while all three songs are accessible, they serve different

pedagogical purposes. Beginners can start with “Riptide” or “I’m Yours” to build confidence and

rhythm, then progress to “Somewhere Over the Rainbow” to refine fingerpicking and chord transitions.

Additional Tips for Beginners Choosing Songs

Beyond selecting easy songs to play on ukulele for beginners, the approach to learning can impact

both enjoyment and skill acquisition. Consider these strategic tips:

Start Slow: Practice chord shapes individually before attempting transitions.1.

Use a Tuner: Keeping the ukulele in tune enhances ear training and auditory feedback.2.

Record Yourself: Listening back can reveal areas for improvement and track progress.3.

Focus on Rhythm: Even simple songs benefit from consistent strumming and timing.4.

Practice Regularly: Short, frequent practice sessions are more effective than infrequent, lengthy5.

ones.



Incorporating these methods into the learning process complements the choice of easy songs to play

on ukulele for beginners, ensuring a balanced and rewarding musical journey.

Exploring Chord Shapes and Strumming Patterns

Understanding the chord shapes and strumming patterns associated with easy songs is crucial. For

instance, the C chord on the ukulele uses a single finger on the bottom string, making it one of the

simplest to play. Conversely, the G chord requires three fingers but is still manageable with practice.

Strumming patterns vary from straightforward downstrokes to more intricate combinations of down and

up strums. Beginners should initially focus on mastering downstrokes to develop rhythm before

advancing to complex patterns. Songs like “Riptide” and “I’m Yours” provide excellent practice in this

regard, employing strumming sequences that are repetitive yet engaging.

Why Starting with Easy Songs Matters

The significance of selecting an easy song to play on ukulele for beginners extends beyond immediate

playability. Early successes foster motivation, reduce frustration, and build a foundation for more

advanced techniques. In contrast, attempting complex songs prematurely can lead to discouragement

and stalled progress.

Moreover, easy songs often introduce fundamental music theory concepts, such as chord structures

and song form, in an accessible way. This educational aspect is invaluable for beginners who aspire to

deepen their musical understanding.

As the ukulele community grows, accessible learning resources and beginner-friendly songs continue

to emerge, making it easier than ever to start playing. By choosing songs that align with their skill

level, beginners can enjoy a smoother, more fulfilling path to musical proficiency.



The journey to mastering the ukulele begins with the right song—one that balances simplicity,

musicality, and engagement. Whether it is the catchy rhythm of “Riptide,” the timeless melody of

“Somewhere Over the Rainbow,” or the upbeat vibe of “I’m Yours,” these easy songs provide a solid

stepping stone for beginners eager to embrace the joy of playing the ukulele.
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