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John Rutter The Lord Bless You and Keep You Lyrics: A Heartfelt Musical Blessing

john rutter the lord bless you and keep you lyrics evoke a sense of peace, comfort, and spiritual
warmth that has resonated with choirs and audiences worldwide. This beloved choral piece,
composed by the renowned British composer John Rutter, transforms a traditional biblical blessing
into a melodic and uplifting musical experience. Whether you are a singer, a choir director, or simply
a lover of sacred music, understanding the lyrics and the story behind this composition adds depth
and appreciation for this timeless work.

Understanding John Rutter’s The Lord Bless You and
Keep You

John Rutter is celebrated for his ability to blend classical choral traditions with accessible, lyrical
melodies that touch the heart. "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" is one of his most cherished
anthems, often performed at religious services, weddings, and commemorative events. The text of
the piece comes directly from the Priestly Blessing found in the Book of Numbers in the Old
Testament (Numbers 6:24-26). This blessing has been a source of comfort for centuries, and Rutter’s
setting elevates its message through a beautiful and serene musical arrangement.

The Biblical Origin of the Lyrics

The words that John Rutter set to music are part of a traditional

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is John Rutter, the composer of 'The Lord Bless You and
Keep You'?
John Rutter is a British composer, conductor, and arranger known for his choral music. He composed
'The Lord Bless You and Keep You,' which is a popular choral benediction piece.

What are the full lyrics to John Rutter's 'The Lord Bless You
and Keep You'?
The lyrics are based on the priestly blessing from the Bible (Numbers 6:24-26): 'The Lord bless you
and keep you; The Lord make His face shine upon you, And be gracious unto you; The Lord lift up His
countenance upon you, And give you peace.'



What is the meaning behind the lyrics of 'The Lord Bless You
and Keep You' by John Rutter?
The lyrics are a prayer of blessing, asking for God's protection, grace, and peace. It is meant to offer
comfort and spiritual support to listeners or singers.

Where can I find sheet music for John Rutter's 'The Lord Bless
You and Keep You'?
Sheet music for 'The Lord Bless You and Keep You' can be purchased from music retailers like Sheet
Music Plus, JW Pepper, or directly from John Rutter's publisher, Oxford University Press.

Is 'The Lord Bless You and Keep You' by John Rutter often
performed at weddings?
Yes, John Rutter's 'The Lord Bless You and Keep You' is a popular choice for weddings and religious
ceremonies due to its uplifting and peaceful nature.

Are there different versions or arrangements of 'The Lord
Bless You and Keep You' by John Rutter?
Yes, John Rutter has arranged the piece for various choir types including SATB (soprano, alto, tenor,
bass), as well as versions for smaller ensembles and accompanied or a cappella performances.

What Bible verse inspired the lyrics of John Rutter's 'The Lord
Bless You and Keep You'?
The lyrics are inspired by the priestly blessing found in Numbers 6:24-26 in the Old Testament.

Can I find recordings of John Rutter's 'The Lord Bless You and
Keep You' online?
Yes, recordings of this piece are widely available on platforms like YouTube, Spotify, and Apple Music,
often performed by various choirs and ensembles.

Additional Resources
John Rutter The Lord Bless You and Keep You Lyrics: An In-Depth Exploration of a Cherished Choral
Work

john rutter the lord bless you and keep you lyrics evoke a sense of peace, solemnity, and
spiritual grace that have made this piece a beloved staple in choral repertoires worldwide. Composed
by the renowned British composer John Rutter, this short anthem draws its text from the ancient
priestly blessing found in the Book of Numbers (6:24-26), a passage that has been set to music
countless times throughout history. Rutter’s interpretation, however, is distinguished by its melodic
warmth and harmonic richness, qualities that continue to resonate with choirs and audiences alike.



In this article, we will delve into the significance of John Rutter’s setting of “The Lord Bless You and
Keep You,” analyze the lyrics, examine the musical characteristics that define the piece, and discuss
its enduring popularity and place within contemporary sacred music.

Understanding the Lyrics of The Lord Bless You and
Keep You

The text of John Rutter’s “The Lord Bless You and Keep You” is derived directly from the biblical
priestly blessing, which reads:

> The Lord bless you and keep you;
> The Lord make His face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you;
> The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.

This passage has been a source of comfort and benediction for centuries, often recited in religious
services to invoke divine protection and favor. John Rutter’s setting respects the sacredness of these
words, emphasizing clarity and reverence in the delivery of the text. The simplicity of the lyrics allows
the music to carry much of the emotive weight, making the piece accessible yet profound.

The Significance of the Priestly Blessing

The priestly blessing itself is one of the oldest recorded blessings in religious tradition, and its themes
of protection, grace, and peace are universal. Its use in liturgical contexts spans Judaism and
Christianity, often marking moments of transition such as the conclusion of a worship service or a rite
of passage. John Rutter’s decision to set this blessing to music taps into a deep well of spiritual
resonance, allowing choirs to convey a message that transcends denominational boundaries.

Musical Characteristics of John Rutter’s Setting

John Rutter’s composition of “The Lord Bless You and Keep You” is noted for its lyrical beauty and
harmonic sophistication, despite the brevity of the piece. Typically scored for SATB choir with optional
organ or orchestral accompaniment, the anthem is often performed as a benediction or a closing
piece in concerts and worship services.

Melodic and Harmonic Features

The melody of “The Lord Bless You and Keep You” is gentle and flowing, characterized by smooth,
conjunct motion that mirrors the comforting nature of the text. Rutter’s use of lush harmonies and
careful voice leading creates a serene soundscape that supports the words without overwhelming
them.

One of the hallmarks of Rutter’s style evident in this piece is his use of modal inflections and subtle



dissonances that resolve gracefully, adding emotional depth while retaining accessibility for amateur
and professional choirs alike. The piece builds to a quiet yet powerful climax on the phrase “give you
peace,” underscoring the ultimate wish of the blessing.

Performance and Interpretation

Because of its relatively short length and straightforward vocal lines, “The Lord Bless You and Keep
You” lends itself well to a wide range of choral ensembles, from community choirs to professional
groups. Conductors often emphasize dynamic contrast and phrasing to bring out the text’s meaning,
encouraging singers to focus on clear diction and expressive tone.

The piece’s adaptability extends to its accompaniment options; it can be performed a cappella or with
instrumental support, allowing flexibility in various performance contexts. This versatility contributes
to its popularity across different settings, including church services, weddings, memorials, and formal
concerts.

John Rutter’s Impact on Choral Music and Sacred
Settings

John Rutter is widely regarded as one of the most influential living composers in the realm of choral
music, particularly sacred music. His works combine traditional choral techniques with accessible
melodies and harmonies, making them favorites among choirs worldwide. “The Lord Bless You and
Keep You” exemplifies these traits, showcasing how Rutter can breathe new life into ancient texts
through his compositional craft.

Comparisons with Other Settings of The Lord Bless You and
Keep You

While many composers have set the priestly blessing to music—from classical masters such as Felix
Mendelssohn to contemporary arrangers—Rutter’s version is distinct for its warmth and immediacy.
Unlike more elaborate or extended settings, his anthem is concise yet emotionally potent, providing a
fresh, modern voice to a time-honored text.

This balance of tradition and innovation is a key factor in why “The Lord Bless You and Keep You”
remains a go-to choice for conductors seeking a meaningful yet manageable piece for their
ensembles.

The Lyrics: A Closer Look

The lyrics themselves are succinct but rich in theological and emotional content. Examining the
phrases in detail reveals layers of meaning:



The Lord bless you and keep you: A prayer for divine favor and protection, suggesting care
and guardianship.

The Lord make His face to shine upon you: Symbolizing God’s approval and presence,
evoking warmth and light.

And be gracious unto you: Asking for kindness and mercy, a gentle outreach of compassion.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you: An image of God’s attentive gaze, implying
acceptance and acknowledgment.

And give you peace: The ultimate blessing—shalom—that encompasses tranquility,
wholeness, and wellbeing.

Rutter’s musical setting is crafted to highlight these themes, allowing performers and listeners to
experience the blessing in a deeply personal and communal way.

Why the Lyrics Resonate Today

In contemporary society, where uncertainty and turmoil are common, the timeless message
contained within the lyrics of “The Lord Bless You and Keep You” offers solace and hope. John Rutter’s
musical interpretation enhances this effect, making the piece a source of comfort beyond strictly
religious contexts. It is often performed at events that call for reflection and goodwill, such as
graduations, memorial services, and community gatherings.

Conclusion: The Enduring Appeal of John Rutter’s The
Lord Bless You and Keep You

Exploring john rutter the lord bless you and keep you lyrics reveals a marriage of sacred text and
musical artistry that continues to inspire performers and audiences. The anthem’s simple yet
profound words, set to Rutter’s tender and expressive music, create a powerful vehicle for blessing
and peace. Its adaptability, emotional depth, and universal message ensure that it will remain a
cherished part of choral literature for years to come. Whether encountered in a small parish choir or a
world-class ensemble, “The Lord Bless You and Keep You” stands as a testament to John Rutter’s
ability to connect the ancient and the modern through the universal language of music.
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