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How to Start Nissan Murano with Manual Key: A Step-by-Step Guide

how to start nissan murano with manual key might sound like a straightforward task, but for
many Nissan Murano owners, especially those accustomed to keyless entry and push-button start
systems, it can be a bit puzzling. Whether you’ve misplaced your key fob, the battery has died, or
you simply prefer the manual approach, knowing how to start your Nissan Murano manually is an
essential skill. This guide will walk you through the process, provide helpful tips, and explain some
common scenarios where using the manual key becomes necessary.

Understanding the Nissan Murano’s Key System

Before diving into the manual starting process, it's important to understand how the Nissan
Murano’s key system works. Most modern Nissan Murano models come equipped with a smart key
fob and a push-button ignition system. These allow keyless entry and starting, making life easier but
also potentially confusing when the system malfunctions.

The key fob contains a traditional mechanical key hidden inside. This mechanical key is your backup
tool when the electronic system is unavailable. Learning how to access and use this key is the first
step in mastering how to start Nissan Murano with manual key.

Accessing the Mechanical Key

To find the manual key, look for the small release button on the key fob. Pressing this button will
allow you to slide out or pull the mechanical key from inside the fob. This physical key is designed to
unlock the driver’s door manually, which is crucial if the electronic lock fails or the battery in your
fob dies.

How to Unlock Your Nissan Murano Manually

Using the mechanical key to unlock your Nissan Murano is straightforward:

Locate the keyhole on the driver’s door handle. In many Nissan Murano models, the keyhole is1.
concealed under a plastic cover to maintain the sleek design.

Use the mechanical key to gently pry off the cover if present. Be careful not to damage the2.
paint or the cover.

Insert the mechanical key into the keyhole and turn it to unlock the door manually.3.



Once inside, you can proceed to start your vehicle. But how exactly do you start a Nissan Murano
with a manual key when the push-button ignition isn’t working?

Starting Your Nissan Murano When the Key Fob
Battery is Dead

One of the most common reasons you might need to start your Murano with a manual key is a dead
key fob battery. When this happens, the push-button start won’t recognize the key fob’s signal.
Fortunately, Nissan has built-in features to bypass this problem.

Step-by-Step Guide to Starting the Murano Without a Working
Key Fob Battery

After unlocking the door manually with the mechanical key, sit inside the vehicle.1.

Press the brake pedal firmly.2.

Locate the push-button start. Even if the key fob battery is dead, you can place the key fob3.
close to the button. Nissan recommends placing the key fob against or very near the start
button itself.

While holding the key fob near the button, press the start button as you normally would. The4.
vehicle should recognize the signal from the fob’s internal chip and allow the engine to start.

This method relies on the passive entry system’s proximity sensor, which can detect the chip in the
key even when the battery is weak or dead.

Using the Manual Key to Start Nissan Murano in
Emergency Situations

Sometimes, you may encounter situations where the vehicle’s push-button start system malfunctions
due to electrical issues or other faults. In such cases, knowing how to start Nissan Murano with
manual key can save you time and stress.

Emergency Tips and Tricks

Check the brake pedal: The push-button start requires the brake pedal to be depressed



before the engine starts. If the pedal switch is faulty, the car won’t start even with the correct
key.

Use the key slot in the steering column: Some Nissan models provide a hidden ignition slot
or override where you can insert the mechanical key or the key fob itself to start the vehicle
manually.

Consult the owner’s manual: Your Nissan Murano’s manual often contains specific
instructions for manual starting procedures and emergency overrides for your particular
model year.

Keep a spare key fob battery: Prevention is better than cure. Having a replacement battery
on hand can help avoid situations where you must rely on manual starting.

Maintaining Your Nissan Murano’s Key System

To minimize the need to start your Nissan Murano with a manual key, regular maintenance of your
key fob and vehicle’s electronic system is crucial.

Key Fob Battery Replacement

Replacing the key fob battery is a simple task that should be done every couple of years or as soon
as you notice signs of weakness, like delayed unlocking or failure to start.

Use a small screwdriver or coin to open the key fob casing.

Replace the old battery with a new one (usually CR2032 or CR2025, but check your manual).

Snap the fob back together and test the functions.

Protecting Your Key Fob

Avoid exposing your key fob to extreme temperatures, water, or impacts, as these can damage the
internal electronics. Using a protective case can help extend the lifespan of your key fob.

Additional Tips for Nissan Murano Owners

Understanding the technology behind your Nissan Murano’s key system can improve your overall



driving experience. Here are a few extra tips to keep in mind:

Keep your key fob close: The smart key system relies on proximity, so keeping the fob in
your bag or pocket near you ensures seamless entry and starting.

Be mindful of interference: Electronic devices or metal objects can sometimes interfere
with the key fob’s signal. If your car doesn’t respond, try moving the key fob to a different
location or removing other devices.

Know the location of the hidden keyhole: In case of emergencies, knowing exactly where
to find and access the manual keyhole can save valuable time.

Mastering how to start Nissan Murano with manual key not only prepares you for unexpected
situations but also deepens your understanding of your vehicle’s systems. Whether it’s a dead
battery in your key fob or an electronic glitch, these steps ensure you’re never stranded without a
way to get your Murano going. Taking a little time to familiarize yourself with the manual key and
backup starting procedures can add peace of mind to your driving adventures.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do I start a Nissan Murano with a manual key?
To start a Nissan Murano with a manual key, insert the key into the ignition cylinder, turn it to the
'On' position to power the electrical systems, then turn it further to the 'Start' position to crank the
engine. Release the key once the engine starts.

What should I do if my Nissan Murano key won't turn in the
ignition?
If your Nissan Murano key won't turn, ensure the steering wheel is not locked by gently turning the
steering wheel left and right while turning the key. Also, check if the key is worn or damaged.
Lubricate the ignition cylinder with a graphite-based lubricant if necessary.

Can I start my Nissan Murano if the key fob battery is dead?
Yes, if your Nissan Murano has a push-button start and the key fob battery is dead, you can use the
manual key hidden inside the fob to unlock the door and place the key fob close to the start button to
start the car.

Is it possible to start a Nissan Murano with a manual key if the
push-button start is malfunctioning?
For models equipped with push-button start, if the system malfunctions, you can use the mechanical
key inside the key fob to unlock the door and then place the key fob near the start button or



designated spot to start the vehicle manually.

Where is the manual key located in a Nissan Murano key fob?
The manual key is typically hidden inside the Nissan Murano key fob. To access it, look for a small
release latch or button on the fob, press it, and pull out the mechanical key.

How do I use the manual key to unlock the Nissan Murano
door?
To unlock the door using the manual key, remove the mechanical key from the key fob, insert it into
the door lock cylinder on the driver's door, and turn it to unlock the door.

Are there any precautions when starting a Nissan Murano with
a manual key?
Yes, make sure the vehicle is in 'Park' and your foot is on the brake pedal before starting. Avoid
forcing the key in the ignition to prevent damage. If the key or ignition is worn, consider
replacement or repair.

What if my Nissan Murano manual key is stuck in the
ignition?
If the manual key is stuck, ensure the gear shift is in 'Park' and the steering wheel is straight. Gently
jiggle the steering wheel while trying to turn the key to the 'Off' position. If it remains stuck, seek
professional assistance to avoid damaging the ignition.

Additional Resources
**How to Start Nissan Murano with Manual Key: A Detailed Guide**

how to start nissan murano with manual key is a question that often arises among Murano
owners, especially those who encounter issues with the keyless entry system or fob battery failure.
While the Nissan Murano is equipped with advanced push-button start technology designed for
convenience and security, understanding how to operate the vehicle manually can be invaluable in
emergencies or when technology fails.

This article delves into the processes involved in starting a Nissan Murano using a manual key,
exploring the intersection of modern keyless ignition and traditional mechanical key access. By
investigating the design features, security protocols, and practical steps, this guide aims to provide
Nissan Murano drivers with a clear, professional insight into manual key operation.

Understanding the Nissan Murano's Keyless Start



System

The Nissan Murano, particularly models from 2015 onward, is predominantly equipped with a
keyless entry and push-button ignition system. This system enhances driver convenience by allowing
the vehicle to be unlocked and started without physically inserting a key. Instead, owners use a key
fob that communicates wirelessly with the car’s onboard computer.

However, embedded within this key fob is a traditional mechanical key designed to serve as a
backup. This manual key is hidden inside the fob and can be used to unlock the vehicle door or trunk
when the electronic system malfunctions or when the fob battery is depleted. Knowing how to access
and use this manual key is crucial for maintaining vehicle access and functionality.

The Role of the Manual Key in a Keyless Vehicle

The manual key’s primary function is to provide a physical method to unlock the driver’s door. While
the Nissan Murano’s ignition cannot be started by simply inserting this key into a traditional ignition
cylinder (since the Murano uses a push-button start system), the manual key is essential for gaining
access to the vehicle.

Once inside, if the key fob battery is dead, the Nissan Murano allows the driver to start the engine
by placing the fob close to the start button. This proximity sensor recognizes the key fob even
without an active battery, enabling the push-button start to function.

Step-by-Step Process: How to Start Nissan Murano with
Manual Key

Understanding the distinction between unlocking the vehicle and starting it is critical. The manual
key is used for unlocking, while starting the vehicle involves key fob proximity or an alternative
method to bypass a dead battery.

Accessing the Manual Key

The mechanical key is integrated inside the key fob. To access it:

Locate the release latch on the back or side of the key fob.1.

Slide or press this latch to release the mechanical key.2.

Pull out the mechanical key carefully.3.

This key is designed to fit the driver’s door lock for manual unlocking.



Unlocking the Driver’s Door

If the key fob battery is dead or the remote system is unresponsive:

Insert the mechanical key into the driver’s door lock.1.

Turn the key clockwise or counterclockwise to unlock the door.2.

Open the door and enter the vehicle.3.

This step is essential to gain entry before starting the vehicle.

Starting the Nissan Murano with a Dead or Missing Key Fob
Battery

Once inside, if the key fob battery is dead, the Nissan Murano's system allows the driver to start the
vehicle by placing the mechanical key fob directly against the start button:

Press the brake pedal firmly.1.

Hold the key fob against the start button.2.

Press the start button while keeping the fob in contact.3.

The proximity sensor inside the start button reads the fob’s RFID chip, bypassing the need for an
active battery.

Security and Practical Considerations

The Nissan Murano’s keyless entry and start system balances convenience with security. The
mechanical key acts as a failsafe but also introduces potential vulnerabilities if lost or stolen.

Security Features of the Manual Key System

Encryption and RFID: The key fob contains encrypted RF signals that must be authenticated
for the Murano to start.



Immobilizer System: Even with the mechanical key, the vehicle will not start without the
RFID authorization from the fob.

Limited Access: The mechanical key only unlocks the door; it cannot start the engine
independently.

This layered security approach ensures that simply having the mechanical key does not grant full
control over the vehicle.

Pros and Cons of Using the Manual Key Method

Pros: Reliable fallback when electronic systems fail, straightforward access to vehicle, no
need for immediate fob replacement.

Cons: Cannot start the engine without the fob’s RFID chip, potential for key loss, manual
unlocking less convenient than remote entry.

The manual key method is a practical solution but only part of a broader system requiring the
electronic key fob.

Comparisons with Other Nissan Models and Key
Systems

Many Nissan models, such as the Altima and Rogue, integrate similar keyless systems with
embedded mechanical keys. However, older Nissan vehicles might still have traditional ignition
cylinders that accept mechanical keys for starting the engine.

In contrast, the Murano’s push-button start system represents a modern evolution where the
mechanical key serves primarily as a door unlock tool rather than an ignition method. Drivers
transitioning from older vehicles may find this distinction important to understand.

Battery Replacement and Maintenance Tips

Since how to start Nissan Murano with manual key often relates to fob battery issues, regular
maintenance can prevent inconveniences:

Check the battery status periodically and replace it every 1-2 years.

Use high-quality coin cell batteries recommended by Nissan.



Store the key fob away from extreme temperatures and moisture.

Have a spare key fob or battery on hand for emergencies.

These steps ensure seamless operation of the push-button start system, reducing dependency on
manual key use.

When to Seek Professional Assistance

If the manual key fails to unlock the door or the vehicle does not start even when following the
manual key proximity method, professional diagnostics may be necessary.

Common issues include:

Worn or damaged mechanical key.

Faulty door lock cylinder.

Dead vehicle battery or electrical system problems.

Malfunctioning key fob RFID chip.

In such cases, consulting a Nissan dealership or a qualified automotive locksmith ensures proper
repair and prevents damage to the vehicle’s security system.

Understanding how to start Nissan Murano with manual key equips owners with essential
knowledge to handle unexpected situations. While the manual key’s role is limited compared to
traditional ignition keys, its strategic use in unlocking and starting the vehicle via proximity sensing
underscores the blend of mechanical and digital technology in modern automotive design. This
knowledge not only improves vehicle accessibility but also enhances driver confidence and
preparedness.
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