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Leviathan Trilogy by Scott Westerfeld: A Dive into Alternate History and Steampunk
Adventure

leviathan trilogy by scott westerfeld stands as a captivating blend of alternate history,
steampunk elements, and young adult adventure that has enchanted readers since its
debut. This trilogy, penned by Scott Westerfeld, combines imaginative world-building with
dynamic characters and thrilling plotlines, making it a must-read for fans of speculative
fiction and historical reimaginings. If you’re curious about what makes this series so
special, let’s embark on a journey through the intricacies of the Leviathan trilogy and
explore why it continues to resonate with readers around the globe.

Overview of the Leviathan Trilogy by Scott
Westerfeld

The Leviathan trilogy is set during an alternate version of World War I, where the warring
factions employ vastly different technologies and strategies. On one side are the
“Clankers,” who rely on mechanical war machines powered by steam and gears. On the
other side are the “Darwinists,” who utilize genetically engineered beasts to serve as
weapons and transportation. This fascinating dichotomy between technology and biology
sets the stage for a unique narrative experience that blends science fiction with historical
drama.

Scott Westerfeld’s writing style is engaging and accessible, making the trilogy ideal for
both young adult readers and adults who enjoy speculative fiction. The series consists of
three books: *Leviathan* (2009), *Behemoth* (2010), and *Goliath* (2011). Each
installment builds on the previous one, expanding the world and deepening the character
development.

Plot and Setting

The story follows two main protagonists: Prince Aleksandar Ferdinand, heir to the Austro-
Hungarian throne, and Deryn Sharp, a Scottish girl disguised as a boy to serve in the
British Air Service. Their paths cross when Aleksandar’s royal convoy is attacked, and
Deryn, serving aboard the living airship Leviathan, rescues him. From there, the narrative
weaves their perspectives, exploring themes of identity, loyalty, and the complexities of
war.

The setting is richly imagined, featuring a world where science and biology have taken
divergent paths. The Darwinists’ use of genetically modified creatures like the Leviathan
airship—a living, whale-like beast—is a prime example of Westerfeld’s creative genius.
Meanwhile, the Clankers’ mechanical war machines provide a stark contrast, reflecting
the industrial age’s technological ambitions.



Exploring Themes and Characters in the
Leviathan Trilogy

One of the standout features of the Leviathan trilogy by Scott Westerfeld is its deep
thematic exploration woven seamlessly into an action-packed narrative. The books don’t
just offer thrilling battles and exotic settings; they probe into questions of ethics, identity,
and the impact of technological advancement on society.

Themes of War and Morality

Unlike many traditional war stories that glorify battle, the Leviathan trilogy offers a
nuanced look at the moral ambiguities of conflict. Through Aleksandar and Deryn's
experiences, readers witness the personal costs of war and the often blurry lines between
friend and foe. The series encourages readers to think critically about the justification of
violence and the consequences that ripple through societies embroiled in war.

Identity and Disguise

Deryn Sharp’s storyline is particularly compelling for its exploration of gender roles and
identity. Disguised as a boy to serve in the military, Deryn challenges traditional
expectations and norms. Her courage and determination highlight themes of self-discovery
and breaking societal barriers, making her a standout character and a role model for
young readers.

Science, Technology, and Ethics

The clash between the Clankers’ mechanical inventions and the Darwinists’ biological
creations invites readers to consider the ethical implications of scientific progress. The
trilogy raises questions about humanity’s relationship with nature, the potential dangers of
unchecked technological experimentation, and the moral responsibilities scientists bear
when manipulating life itself.

Why the Leviathan Trilogy Stands Out in Young
Adult Literature

Scott Westerfeld’s Leviathan trilogy has earned a special place in the young adult (YA)
literature landscape, and there are several reasons why it continues to be celebrated years
after its publication.



Innovative World-Building

The imaginative setting combining steampunk aesthetics with genetically engineered
creatures is one of the trilogy’s most distinctive features. Westerfeld’s detailed
illustrations, created by Keith Thompson, accompany the text and bring the world to life
vividly. This visual element enhances readers' immersion, making the alternate World War
I setting feel tangible and exciting.

Strong, Relatable Characters

Readers are drawn to Aleksandar and Deryn not just because of their adventurous spirit
but because of their relatable struggles and growth. Their evolving friendship, loyalty, and
moral dilemmas add emotional depth to the fast-paced narrative. The inclusion of diverse
characters also broadens the appeal, inviting readers from various backgrounds to see
themselves reflected in the story.

Balanced Blend of History and Fantasy

While the Leviathan trilogy is set against the backdrop of a historical event, it cleverly
infuses fantasy and speculative elements without losing authenticity. This balance appeals
to history buffs and fantasy enthusiasts alike, providing a fresh take on World War I that is
both educational and entertaining.

Tips for New Readers Diving Into the Leviathan
Trilogy

If you’re considering picking up the Leviathan trilogy by Scott Westerfeld, here are a few
helpful tips to enhance your reading experience:

Pay Attention to the Illustrations: The detailed artwork complements the
narrative and offers visual cues that deepen understanding of the creatures and
technology described.

Embrace the Alternate History: Familiarize yourself with the basics of World War
I history to appreciate how Westerfeld twists real events and figures for his story.

Keep Track of the Jargon: Terms like “Clanker” and “Darwinist” are crucial to
understanding the factions and their technologies. Don’t hesitate to revisit earlier
chapters if needed.

Focus on Character Growth: Beyond the action, the personal journeys of
Aleksandar and Deryn offer rich emotional layers that make the series memorable.



The Legacy and Impact of the Leviathan Trilogy

Since its release, the Leviathan trilogy by Scott Westerfeld has influenced the YA genre by
showing how historical fiction can be revitalized through imaginative twists and strong
character-driven stories. It has inspired fan art, cosplay, and discussions about blending
genres in literature. Moreover, the series has sparked interest in steampunk and bio-
engineered fantasy, encouraging other authors to explore similar themes.

Educationally, the trilogy has been used in classrooms to introduce students to themes of
ethics in science, gender studies, and alternative history, demonstrating its versatility
beyond entertainment.

For anyone who enjoys stories that challenge conventional storytelling and offer a fresh
perspective on history, the Leviathan trilogy remains a shining example of creativity
meeting thoughtful storytelling.

The world Scott Westerfeld created in the Leviathan trilogy continues to invite readers to
imagine a world where biology and machinery clash and coexist — a testament to the
enduring power of inventive storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Leviathan Trilogy by Scott Westerfeld
about?
The Leviathan Trilogy is a steampunk alternate history series set during World War I,
where two factions—the Darwinists who use genetically engineered creatures and the
Clankers who use advanced machinery—are at war. The story follows protagonists Deryn
Sharp and Alek, a prince in disguise, as they navigate this dangerous world.

Who are the main characters in the Leviathan Trilogy?
The main characters are Deryn Sharp, a girl disguised as a boy to join the British Air
Service, and Prince Aleksandar Ferdinand, the heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne, who
is on the run after his family is assassinated.

How many books are in the Leviathan Trilogy?
The Leviathan Trilogy consists of three books: 'Leviathan' (2009), 'Behemoth' (2010), and
'Goliath' (2011).

What themes does the Leviathan Trilogy explore?
The trilogy explores themes such as war and its impact, identity and disguise, the ethics of



scientific experimentation, friendship across enemy lines, and the clash between
technology and biology.

Is the Leviathan Trilogy suitable for young adults?
Yes, the Leviathan Trilogy is categorized as young adult fiction and is suitable for teens
and older readers. It combines adventure, historical elements, and science fiction in a way
that appeals to a young adult audience.

Are there any adaptations of the Leviathan Trilogy?
As of now, there are no official film or television adaptations of the Leviathan Trilogy, but
the series has a strong fanbase and has been praised for its imaginative world-building
and unique blend of history and science fiction.

Additional Resources
Leviathan Trilogy by Scott Westerfeld: An Investigative Review of a Steampunk
Masterpiece

leviathan trilogy by scott westerfeld represents a distinctive fusion of historical fiction,
speculative science, and imaginative world-building that has captivated readers since its
debut in the late 2000s. Set against the backdrop of an alternate World War I, this young
adult series by Scott Westerfeld explores a richly constructed universe where technology
diverges into two starkly different paths: the Darwinists’ genetically engineered beasts
and the Clankers’ mechanized war machines. This article delves into the thematic depth,
narrative structure, and unique features of the leviathan trilogy by scott westerfeld,
examining why it remains a significant entry in the steampunk and alternate history
genres.

Context and Setting: A Reimagined World War I

The leviathan trilogy by scott westerfeld transports readers to an alternate early 20th
century, where the continent of Europe is embroiled in a war that blends fantasy elements
with historical realities. Westerfeld splits the warring factions into two camps: the
Darwinists, who employ genetically fabricated creatures as weapons and tools, and the
Clankers, who rely on mechanical innovations such as tanks and steam-powered warships.
This dichotomy creates a compelling contrast that drives much of the series’ tension and
thematic exploration.

The choice to set the narrative during a reimagined World War I allows Westerfeld to tap
into the anxieties and innovations of the era, reframing technological advancements in a
speculative light. The leviathan trilogy by scott westerfeld thus provides a fresh
perspective on historical conflict, blending real-world events with imaginative speculation
that challenges readers’ expectations.



Character Development and Narrative Style

One of the leviathan trilogy by scott westerfeld’s strengths lies in its dual-protagonist
approach, focusing on Aleksandar Ferdinand, a Clanker prince and heir to the Austro-
Hungarian throne, and Deryn Sharp, a Darwinist-aligned Scottish girl disguised as a boy
to join the British Air Service. This narrative choice allows the series to explore both sides
of the conflict intimately, offering balanced insights into the motivations and cultures of
each faction.

Westerfeld’s prose is accessible yet vivid, blending detailed descriptions of the fantastical
creatures and machines with sharp character interactions and dialogue. The alternating
viewpoints provide a dynamic narrative rhythm, keeping readers engaged through shifting
perspectives and escalating stakes. The character arcs, especially Deryn’s struggle with
identity and loyalty, add emotional depth to the high-concept setting.

Exploration of Themes

Several themes permeate the leviathan trilogy by scott westerfeld, enriching its narrative
complexity:

Technology versus Nature: The series juxtaposes mechanical innovation with
biological engineering, prompting reflections on humanity’s relationship with
technology and the natural world.

War and Morality: By humanizing characters on both sides, the trilogy questions
the binaries of good and evil often associated with wartime narratives.

Identity and Gender Roles: Through Deryn’s disguise and experiences, the books
explore gender norms and the fluidity of identity, particularly in rigid societal
structures.

Power and Responsibility: Aleksandar’s journey from sheltered royalty to active
participant in the war underscores themes of duty and leadership.

These layered themes contribute to the series’ appeal across age groups, making it a
subject of academic interest in addition to popular readership.

Innovative World-Building and Artistic
Collaboration

A distinctive feature of the leviathan trilogy by scott westerfeld is its integration of graphic
novel elements and illustrations, crafted in collaboration with artist Keith Thompson. The



richly detailed artwork complements the narrative by visually realizing the bizarre and
imaginative creatures and machines that populate the series’ world.

This blend of traditional prose and graphic storytelling enhances reader immersion and
distinguishes the trilogy within the young adult and steampunk genres. The vivid
depictions of Darwinist beasts—ranging from massive airships grown from living
organisms to genetically tailored predators—serve not only as atmospheric
embellishments but also as functional components of the story’s technology and warfare.

Comparative Analysis with Other Steampunk Works

While steampunk literature often emphasizes Victorian aesthetics and mechanical
inventions, the leviathan trilogy by scott westerfeld shifts focus by incorporating
bioengineering as a central motif. This emphasis on genetically modified creatures sets it
apart from series such as Philip Reeve’s "Mortal Engines" or Cherie Priest’s "Boneshaker,"
which tend to prioritize clockwork machinery and industrial landscapes.

Moreover, Westerfeld’s incorporation of historical figures and events, albeit altered,
provides a grounding framework that enhances plausibility and engagement. The series’
approach to gender through Deryn’s character also aligns it with contemporary YA trends
toward inclusivity and exploration of identity, giving it a modern resonance despite the
historical setting.

Reception and Impact in Young Adult Literature

The leviathan trilogy by scott westerfeld has garnered critical acclaim for its originality,
pacing, and character development. It has been praised for appealing both to readers
interested in action-packed adventure and those seeking nuanced thematic content. The
series has also found a place in educational settings, where its alternate history
framework facilitates discussions about technological ethics, war, and societal roles.

However, some critics note that the series, while imaginative, occasionally relies on
familiar tropes common in YA dystopian and adventure fiction. The romantic subplot, for
instance, follows a conventional arc that may not surprise seasoned readers. Additionally,
the dense world-building can sometimes overwhelm readers new to steampunk or
speculative historical fiction.

Despite these critiques, the trilogy’s overall contribution to the genre remains significant,
particularly for its creative synthesis of biology and technology within a historical
framework.

Key Features of the Leviathan Trilogy by Scott
Westerfeld



Alternate History Setting: A reimagined World War I with unique technological1.
dichotomies.

Dual Protagonists: Perspectives from opposing sides enrich the narrative2.
complexity.

Steampunk and Biopunk Fusion: Combines mechanical and biological innovation3.
in warfare.

Illustrated Elements: Integration of detailed artwork enhances storytelling.4.

Thematic Depth: Explores war, identity, technology, and gender.5.

These elements collectively create a textured reading experience that appeals to a broad
demographic, from young adults to steampunk enthusiasts and history buffs.

Availability and Adaptations

Since its release, the leviathan trilogy by scott westerfeld has been published in multiple
formats, including paperback, hardcover, e-book, and audiobook, ensuring accessibility
across platforms. The visually rich nature of the books has sparked interest in adaptation,
with discussions about potential film or television versions surfacing periodically. While no
major adaptation has yet materialized, the trilogy’s cinematic qualities and strong fan base
make it a promising candidate for future multimedia projects.

Furthermore, the series has inspired fan art, cosplay, and online communities, indicating
an enduring cultural impact beyond the printed page.

The leviathan trilogy by scott westerfeld stands as a noteworthy example of innovative
storytelling within young adult literature, blending historical imagination with speculative
science. Its exploration of complex themes through engaging characters and a vividly
realized world continues to invite analysis and appreciation from readers and critics alike.
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