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Figurative Language in Tangerine: Exploring the Literary Magic Behind the Story

figurative language in tangerine plays a crucial role in bringing the novel to life, enriching its vivid
storytelling and deepening readers' connection to the characters and themes. When you dive into
Edward Bloor’s *Tangerine*, you’re not just reading about a young boy’s journey; you’re experiencing
a world painted with rich imagery, metaphor, and symbolism that make the narrative resonate on
multiple levels. Understanding how figurative language operates within *Tangerine* can enhance your

appreciation of the book’s emotional depth and creative storytelling.

The Power of Figurative Language in Tangerine

Figurative language refers to the use of words or expressions that deviate from their literal meanings
to create more impactful or imaginative descriptions. In *Tangerine*, this literary device is employed
masterfully, helping to convey complex emotions, build atmosphere, and spotlight key themes such as

identity, perception, and resilience.

Edward Bloor’s writing goes beyond straightforward narration by weaving similes, metaphors, and
personification throughout the story. This approach invites readers to see the world through Paul

Fisher’s eyes, experiencing his challenges and triumphs with greater empathy.

Similes and Metaphors: Painting Vivid Pictures

One of the most common types of figurative language in *Tangerine* is the simile, which compares
two things using “like” or “as.” For instance, when describing the intense Florida storms or the eerie

atmosphere of the muck fires, Bloor often uses similes to make these scenes more tangible and



gripping. A simile like “the sky was as angry as a wild animal” not only sets the mood but also mirrors

the tension in Paul’s life.

Metaphors also abound, offering deeper symbolic meaning. The title itself, *Tangerine*, is more than
just the name of the town or the orange fruit; it symbolizes brightness, a fresh start, and the
bittersweet nature of Paul’s experiences. Throughout the novel, oranges and the color tangerine often

appear in metaphorical contexts, representing hope amid adversity.

Personification: Giving Life to the Setting

Personification, where non-human elements are given human traits, enriches the setting and mood in
*Tangerine*. For example, the muck fires in the Everglades are described as “breathing smoke” or
“hissing,” which makes the environment feel alive and somewhat threatening. This technique helps

readers sense the dangers lurking in Paul’s world, both physically and emotionally.

By animating natural elements, Bloor blurs the line between the external world and Paul’s inner

turmoil, reinforcing the novel’s themes of chaos and control.

How Figurative Language Enhances Themes in Tangerine

Beyond its aesthetic appeal, figurative language in *Tangerine* serves to underscore the novel’s
central themes. It’s a tool that deepens the narrative and helps readers grasp the complexity of Paul’s

identity and struggles.

The Theme of Sight and Perception

One of the most compelling themes in *Tangerine* revolves around sight and perception—both literal



and metaphorical. Paul is legally blind, but his insight into people and situations often surpasses that of
others. Figurative language here accentuates the contrast between physical sight and true

understanding.

Bloor uses metaphors related to vision, light, and darkness to explore this idea. For example, Paul’s
inability to see clearly does not hinder his ability to “see” the truth about his family and community.
Phrases like “looking through a haze” or “shadows creeping over the truth” reveal how perception is

clouded by deception and denial.

Identity and Growth Through Symbolism

Symbolism is another facet of figurative language that shapes the portrayal of identity in *Tangerine*.
The recurring use of natural imagery—such as oranges, storms, and the muck—reflects Paul’s

emotional landscape and personal growth.

The storm, for instance, symbolizes chaos and change, mirroring Paul’s journey from confusion and
fear toward clarity and empowerment. The orange groves, frequently mentioned, are symbols of

resilience and natural cycles, suggesting that growth often comes through hardship.

Recognizing Figurative Language: Tips for Readers and

Students

Identifying figurative language can transform your reading experience, especially with a text as layered

as *Tangerine*. Here are some practical tips to help you spot and appreciate these literary devices:

¢ Look for comparisons: Watch for words like “like,” “as,” or direct comparisons that hint at

similes and metaphors.



* Notice descriptions of nature and environment: Personification often appears in the way the

setting is described, so pay attention to how natural elements are portrayed.

¢ Consider symbolic objects or recurring images: Oranges, storms, and other motifs often carry

deeper meanings related to the story’s themes.

* Reflect on emotional undertones: Figurative language often conveys feelings that straightforward

descriptions can’t fully express.

For students, annotating passages with figurative language and analyzing their effects can be a

rewarding exercise. It reveals how Bloor’s choices shape the mood and message of the novel.

Why Figurative Language Matters in Literary Analysis

When discussing *Tangerine* in essays or discussions, pointing out figurative language enriches your
interpretation. It shows a deeper level of engagement with the text, demonstrating how language crafts
meaning beyond the surface story. Understanding these devices also helps in connecting with the

emotional and thematic layers, making your analysis more insightful.

Examples of Figurative Language in Tangerine to Remember

To bring the concept closer to home, here are some notable examples of figurative language from

*Tangerine* that illustrate how Edward Bloor’s writing shines:

1. “The hurricane was a wild beast clawing at the sky.” — This metaphor captures the fury and

uncontrollable nature of the storm, paralleling the chaos in Paul’s life.



2. “The muck fires hissed and breathed smoke like angry dragons.” — Personification and simile

combine to make the setting feel menacing and alive.

3. “His anger was a volcano ready to erupt.” — A metaphor expressing intense emotion, helping

readers visualize Paul’s inner turmoil.

4. “The oranges gleamed like golden suns on the trees.” — A simile that highlights brightness and

hope amid darker moments.

These examples showcase how figurative language functions on various levels—emotionally,

thematically, and visually—making *Tangerine* a richly textured reading experience.

Figurative Language and Character Development in Tangerine

Apart from setting and theme, figurative language also plays a pivotal role in shaping character
development. Paul’s narration is peppered with vivid descriptions that reveal his perceptions and

growth.

His use of metaphor to describe his own fears and hopes provides insight into his evolving mindset.
For instance, at moments of doubt, his feelings might be likened to “a storm cloud hanging over,”

while moments of clarity sparkle “like sunlight breaking through the canopy.”

This figurative expression helps readers track Paul’s emotional journey, making his transformation from

a confused boy to a confident individual more tangible and relatable.

Exploring the perspectives of other characters through figurative language also adds depth. For
example, the way Paul describes his brother or classmates with metaphoric language often reveals

underlying tensions or alliances, enriching the social dynamics within the story.



Bringing Figurative Language in Tangerine into Your Own

Writing

If you’re inspired by *Tangerine* and want to incorporate figurative language into your writing, here are

some tips to get started:
» Use comparisons thoughtfully: Similes and metaphors should illuminate your subject, not confuse
the reader.
e Engage the senses: Bring scenes to life by appealing to sight, sound, smell, touch, and taste.
» Personify with purpose: Give life to objects or settings to create mood or emphasize themes.

¢ Employ symbolism subtly: Use recurring images to build deeper meaning without overwhelming

the narrative.

Experimenting with these devices can add richness and emotional resonance to your own stories or

essays, just as Edward Bloor does in *Tangerine*.

Figurative language in *Tangerine* is more than just decorative writing—it’s the heartbeat of the novel’s
storytelling. It invites readers to look beyond the literal and immerse themselves fully in Paul Fisher’s
world, making the journey unforgettable. Whether you’re a student, teacher, or avid reader, paying

attention to these literary elements opens up new ways to appreciate this compelling novel.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some examples of figurative language used in 'Tangerine’ by

Edward Bloor?

In 'Tangerine," Edward Bloor uses similes, metaphors, and personification to enhance the narrative.

For example, he describes the storm as a 'monster,’ personifying it to create a vivid image.

How does Edward Bloor use similes in 'Tangerine' to develop the
story?

Bloor employs similes to create vivid imagery and help readers connect emotionally with the characters
and events. For instance, comparing the intensity of the storms to a 'wild beast' emphasizes the

destructive power of nature in the story.

What role does personification play in the figurative language of
'Tangerine'?

Personification in "Tangerine' brings elements of nature and the environment to life, making them
active participants in the story. This technique helps to build mood and foreshadow events, such as

when the wind is described as 'whispering secrets,’ suggesting impending trouble.

How does figurative language in 'Tangerine' contribute to character
development?

Figurative language gives insight into characters' emotions and perspectives. For example, metaphors

relating to light and darkness reflect Erik's internal struggles and growth throughout the novel.

Why is figurative language important in conveying the themes of



'Tangerine'?

Figurative language enhances the themes of identity, family, and courage by making abstract ideas
more tangible and relatable. It allows readers to experience the emotional depth of the characters'

journeys.

Can you identify a metaphor from 'Tangerine’ and explain its
significance?

One metaphor in 'Tangerine' compares the protagonist's vision impairment to a 'foggy window,’
symbolizing the challenges he faces in understanding his environment and himself, highlighting themes

of perception and clarity.

How does the use of figurative language affect the tone of
'Tangerine'?

The figurative language in "Tangerine' creates a tone that is both intense and reflective. By using vivid
metaphors and similes, Bloor conveys the tension in the story while also encouraging readers to

contemplate deeper emotional and moral questions.

Additional Resources

Figurative Language in Tangerine: An In-Depth Exploration of Literary Devices and Their Impact

Figurative language in Tangerine plays a pivotal role in enhancing the novel’s thematic depth and
emotional resonance. Written by Edward Bloor, Tangerine is a young adult novel that explores
complex themes such as family dynamics, identity, and social challenges through the eyes of its
protagonist, Paul Fisher. The use of figurative language in Tangerine not only enriches the narrative
but also aids in the vivid depiction of characters and settings, inviting readers to engage more deeply
with the story. This article undertakes a comprehensive analysis of how figurative language operates

within Tangerine, examining its types, functions, and overall contribution to the novel’s literary artistry.



Understanding Figurative Language in Tangerine

Figurative language refers to the use of words or expressions that go beyond their literal meanings to
create more evocative, imaginative, or symbolic effects. In Tangerine, Edward Bloor employs various
forms of figurative language such as metaphors, similes, personification, and imagery to develop the
novel’s atmosphere and to underscore key themes. This stylistic choice is significant because it allows
readers, particularly young adults, to visualize complex ideas and emotions in a more accessible and

impactful way.

One notable feature of figurative language in Tangerine is its connection to the natural environment,
especially the Florida landscape where the story is set. The metaphorical descriptions of storms,
sunsets, and the “tangerine groves” themselves serve as symbolic backdrops reflecting the
protagonist’s internal struggles and growth. This use of setting-related figurative language enhances

the mood and foreshadows pivotal plot developments.

Metaphors and Symbolism

Metaphors are perhaps the most prominent form of figurative language found in Tangerine. Bloor
skillfully uses metaphorical language to convey abstract concepts through concrete images. For
example, the recurring motif of storms, particularly the sinkhole storm, functions as a metaphor for the
upheaval in Paul’s life and family. The destructive power of nature mirrors the emotional turbulence he

experiences, suggesting that external chaos often parallels internal conflict.

Moreover, the tangerine groves themselves symbolize renewal and resilience. As Paul navigates his
challenges, the groves represent a place of refuge and growth, hinting at the possibility of healing and
transformation. This symbolic layer adds richness to the narrative and encourages readers to think

critically about the relationship between environment and identity.



Similes and Vivid Comparisons

Similes in Tangerine often appear to create vivid imagery that draws readers into the sensory world of
the novel. Bloor frequently compares characters’ emotions or actions to familiar objects or
experiences, making abstract feelings more relatable. For instance, describing Paul’s fear as “like

shadows creeping across the floor” evokes a tangible sense of dread that readers can easily visualize.

These similes serve multiple functions: they not only clarify complex emotional states but also enhance
the pacing and tone of various scenes. By weaving similes into dialogue and narrative descriptions, the

author maintains reader engagement and fosters empathy for the characters.

Personification and Emotional Depth

Personification is another figurative device that Bloor deploys effectively in Tangerine. Assigning
human qualities to non-human elements, such as the wind “whispering secrets” or the trees “reaching
out,” adds a layer of emotional depth to the natural world surrounding the characters. This technique
amplifies the mood and connects the reader to the environment as an active participant in the story

rather than a passive backdrop.

This personification also reflects Paul’s own emotional state, illustrating how his perception of the
world is intertwined with his inner experiences. Such figurative language enriches the narrative by

bridging the external and internal realms, making the story more immersive.

The Role of Figurative Language in Character Development

Figurative language in Tangerine is not limited to setting and atmosphere; it also plays a crucial role in
character development. Through metaphors and similes, Bloor reveals the complexities of characters’

personalities and relationships without resorting to overt exposition. This subtlety allows readers to



form more nuanced understandings of the characters.

For example, Paul’s brother Erik is often described through metaphors that hint at his aggressive and
controlling nature, such as comparing him to a “storm cloud ready to burst.” This figurative description
encapsulates Erik’s volatile temperament and foreshadows the conflicts that arise between him and
Paul. Such use of figurative language ensures that characters are portrayed with psychological depth

and realism.

Enhancing Themes Through Figurative Devices

The themes of identity, courage, and family loyalty are woven throughout Tangerine, and figurative
language is instrumental in highlighting these themes. The novel’s figurative expressions frequently

underscore the tension between appearance and reality, a central concern in the story.

For instance, the “mirage” metaphor used to describe Paul’s perception of his family life emphasizes
the discrepancy between how things appear and what truly lies beneath the surface. This reinforces
the novel’s exploration of truth and deception. By embedding these themes within figurative language,

Bloor encourages readers to reflect on broader societal issues.

Comparative Insights: Figurative Language in Young Adult

Literature

When compared to other young adult novels, Tangerine stands out for its deliberate and consistent
use of figurative language to deepen narrative impact. While many YA novels incorporate figurative
elements, Tangerine’s approach is notable for its integration with environmental symbolism and

psychological insight.

Authors such as Sharon Creech (in “Walk Two Moons”) and Gary Paulsen (in “Hatchet”) similarly use



metaphor and imagery to connect readers with the protagonist’s journey. However, Tangerine’s focus
on the interplay between natural disasters and personal turmoil provides a unique lens through which

figurative language operates.
This comparative perspective highlights Tangerine’s contribution to the genre, demonstrating how

figurative language can be a powerful tool for addressing complex themes in an accessible manner.

Pros and Cons of Figurative Language Usage in Tangerine

¢ Pros: Enhances emotional engagement; creates vivid imagery; supports thematic depth; aids in

character development; appeals to a broad range of readers.

¢ Cons: May challenge readers unfamiliar with literary devices; occasionally slows narrative pace;

some metaphors may require contextual knowledge for full appreciation.

Despite minor limitations, the overall effect of figurative language in Tangerine is overwhelmingly

positive, contributing significantly to the novel’s enduring appeal.

Figurative Language’s Impact on Reader Experience

The strategic use of figurative language in Tangerine shapes the reader’s experience by making the
narrative more immersive and emotionally resonant. Readers are invited to interpret layers of meaning,
which fosters critical thinking and emotional empathy. Furthermore, the vivid natural imagery evokes a

strong sense of place that anchors the novel’s themes in a tangible reality.

This engagement is particularly important in young adult literature, where the goal is often to connect



with readers undergoing their own journeys of growth and self-discovery. Tangerine’s figurative
language thus functions not only as a literary device but also as a means of communication between

author and audience.

The richness of the novel’s figurative language ensures that readers return to the text with fresh

insights, reinforcing its status as a valuable work in contemporary YA fiction.

In summary, figurative language in Tangerine is an essential element that elevates the novel beyond a
straightforward coming-of-age story. Through metaphors, similes, personification, and symbolism,
Edward Bloor crafts a narrative that is both engaging and thought-provoking. The interplay of these
literary devices with the novel’s themes and characters enhances the reader’s understanding and
emotional connection, positioning Tangerine as a noteworthy example of effective figurative language

use in young adult literature.
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