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2007 Toyota Camry Manual: A Closer Look at the Beloved Sedan’s Stick-Shift
Option

2007 toyota camry manual stands out as an intriguing choice for enthusiasts
and practical drivers alike who appreciate the engagement of a manual
transmission in a reliable midsize sedan. While the Toyota Camry is famously
known for its smooth, automatic transmissions and comfortable ride, the 2007
model year offers something a bit different—a manual gearbox that appeals to
those who want more control behind the wheel. In this article, we’ll explore
everything you need to know about the 2007 Toyota Camry manual transmission
variant, from its features and performance to why it remains a noteworthy
option in the used car market.

The Appeal of the 2007 Toyota Camry Manual

The Camry has long been a top-selling sedan thanks to its reputation for
reliability, fuel efficiency, and comfort. Most model years predominantly
feature automatic transmissions, but the 2007 Toyota Camry manual model
carved a niche for drivers looking for a more hands-on driving experience.
While not as common as its automatic counterparts, the manual version
delivers a unique blend of practicality and driver involvement.

Why Choose a Manual Transmission in a Camry?

For many, the word “manual” conjures images of sporty cars or performance
vehicles rather than family sedans. However, the 2007 Toyota Camry manual
offers several compelling reasons to consider it:

- **Enhanced Driving Control:** A manual transmission allows the driver to
precisely control gear changes, which can be especially useful in hilly
terrain or during spirited driving.
- **Fuel Efficiency:** Manuals often provide better gas mileage compared to
automatics, especially in older model cars like the 2007 Camry.
- **Lower Maintenance Costs:** Manual transmissions typically have fewer
components prone to failure, potentially leading to reduced repair bills over
time.
- **Engaging Driving Experience:** For those who enjoy driving as more than
just a means to get from point A to B, the manual Camry adds an element of
fun and connection to the road.

Performance and Specifications of the 2007
Toyota Camry Manual

Understanding the mechanical aspects of the 2007 Toyota Camry manual helps
clarify what makes this version special.



Engine and Transmission Details

The 2007 Camry manual primarily comes equipped with a 2.4-liter four-cylinder
engine, known as the 2AZ-FE. This engine produces around 158 horsepower and
161 lb-ft of torque, which pairs well with the five-speed manual transmission
offered that year.

The manual gearbox itself is praised for its smooth shifting and durability.
It features a clutch pedal that provides good feedback, making gear changes
feel natural and responsive. Compared to the automatic option, the manual
transmission weighs less and offers more direct power delivery, which can
enhance the driving dynamics of the Camry.

Fuel Economy and Efficiency

One of the significant advantages of the manual version is its fuel
efficiency. The 2007 Toyota Camry manual typically achieves around 21 miles
per gallon in the city and up to 31 mpg on the highway. These figures are
slightly better than the automatic variants, mainly because the manual
transmission eliminates some of the energy losses associated with automatic
torque converters.

Features and Interior of the 2007 Toyota Camry
Manual

While the transmission type changes the driving experience, the 2007 Camry
manual retains the comfort and practicality that made the sedan so popular.

Comfort and Convenience

Inside, the Camry offers spacious seating for five, with supportive seats
that are comfortable on long drives. The manual trim levels, especially the
base and LE trims, come equipped with:

- Air conditioning
- Power windows and locks
- AM/FM/CD audio system
- Tilt and telescoping steering wheel

Though the manual versions might not boast some of the luxury options found
in higher trims, they maintain a well-rounded package that suits everyday
use.

Safety Features

Safety was a priority for Toyota in 2007, and the manual Camry is no
exception. Standard safety features include:

- Anti-lock braking system (ABS)



- Front-seat side airbags
- Full-length curtain airbags
- Vehicle Stability Control (VSC) available on some trims

These features contribute to the Camry’s reputation as a safe, family-
friendly sedan.

Ownership Tips for the 2007 Toyota Camry Manual

If you’re considering buying a 2007 Toyota Camry manual, or already own one,
here are some helpful tips to keep your vehicle running smoothly.

Maintaining the Manual Transmission

Manual transmissions are generally robust, but they require proper care to
last. Here’s what to keep in mind:

- **Clutch Care:** Avoid riding the clutch (keeping your foot on the clutch
pedal unnecessarily), as it accelerates wear.
- **Fluid Checks:** Transmission fluid should be checked and replaced
according to Toyota’s recommendations to ensure smooth gear changes.
- **Listen for Signs:** Grinding noises or difficulty shifting can indicate
clutch or transmission issues that need prompt attention.

Finding Replacement Parts and Manuals

One advantage of the 2007 Camry manual is the availability of replacement
parts due to Toyota’s widespread popularity. Genuine parts for the gearbox,
clutch components, and other mechanical elements are relatively easy to
source and affordable compared to rarer vehicles.

Additionally, the official Toyota repair manual and owner’s manual for the
2007 Camry provide detailed guidance on maintenance procedures, which is
invaluable for DIY enthusiasts or mechanics.

Market Availability and Value of the 2007
Toyota Camry Manual

Because manual transmissions were less common in the Camry lineup, finding a
2007 Toyota Camry manual can be a bit of a treasure hunt. However, those who
seek one often find that these models offer good value.

Used Car Market Insights

In the used car market, the 2007 Camry manual tends to be priced slightly
lower than automatic versions due to lower demand. However, for manual
transmission fans, this is an opportunity to snag a reliable sedan at a



bargain.

When shopping, it’s important to:

- Verify the condition of the clutch and transmission.
- Check for maintenance records to ensure the car was well cared for.
- Take the car for a test drive to assess the smoothness of gear shifts.

Resale and Longevity

Toyota Camrys are known for their longevity, and the manual variants are no
different. With proper maintenance, the 2007 Camry manual can last well
beyond 200,000 miles. This makes it a smart choice for budget-conscious
buyers who want a dependable vehicle that also offers an engaging drive.

Why the 2007 Toyota Camry Manual Still Matters
Today

In a world where automatic transmissions dominate, and CVTs are becoming the
norm, the 2007 Toyota Camry manual remains a reminder of a driving style that
many have come to appreciate and even crave. It caters to drivers who want to
be more connected to their vehicle and the road.

Whether you’re a daily commuter looking for a reliable car with a bit of
character or a driving enthusiast seeking a practical sedan with a manual
gearbox, the 2007 Toyota Camry manual has something to offer. Its combination
of Toyota’s legendary reliability, reasonable fuel economy, and the joy of
stick-shift driving makes it a unique player in the midsize sedan segment.

For those who value control, simplicity, and durability, the 2007 Toyota
Camry manual continues to be a noteworthy option in the world of used cars,
proving that sometimes, the classics never go out of style.

Frequently Asked Questions

Does the 2007 Toyota Camry come with a manual
transmission option?

Yes, the 2007 Toyota Camry was available with a 5-speed manual transmission
in certain trims, particularly the base 4-cylinder models.

What engine is paired with the manual transmission in
the 2007 Toyota Camry?

The manual transmission in the 2007 Toyota Camry is typically paired with the
2.4-liter 4-cylinder engine producing around 158 horsepower.



Is the 2007 Toyota Camry manual transmission fuel
efficient?

Yes, the 2007 Toyota Camry with a manual transmission generally offers better
fuel efficiency compared to its automatic counterparts, making it a good
choice for economical driving.

How reliable is the manual transmission in the 2007
Toyota Camry?

The manual transmission in the 2007 Toyota Camry is considered reliable and
durable when properly maintained, with many owners reporting trouble-free
operation over many miles.

What are common issues with the 2007 Toyota Camry
manual transmission?

Common issues can include clutch wear and occasional gear synchronizer
problems, but these are generally rare and depend on driving habits and
maintenance.

Can I easily find replacement parts for the 2007
Toyota Camry manual transmission?

Yes, replacement parts for the 2007 Toyota Camry manual transmission are
widely available due to the car's popularity and Toyota's extensive parts
network.

Is it difficult to learn to drive a 2007 Toyota Camry
with a manual transmission?

Learning to drive a 2007 Toyota Camry manual is relatively straightforward as
it has a smooth clutch engagement and well-spaced gear ratios, making it
suitable for beginners.

What is the clutch replacement cost for a 2007 Toyota
Camry manual?

Clutch replacement for a 2007 Toyota Camry manual typically costs between
$500 and $900, depending on labor rates and parts quality.

Are there any performance benefits to choosing the
manual transmission for the 2007 Toyota Camry?

Yes, the manual transmission offers better driver control and can provide a
more engaging driving experience, as well as potentially improved
acceleration compared to the automatic version.

Can I convert a 2007 Toyota Camry from automatic to
manual transmission?

While it is technically possible to convert a 2007 Toyota Camry from



automatic to manual transmission, it is usually not cost-effective due to the
complexity, cost of parts, and labor involved.

Additional Resources
2007 Toyota Camry Manual: A Detailed Review and Analysis

2007 toyota camry manual models occupy a unique niche in the midsize sedan
market, blending Toyota’s reputation for reliability with the distinctive
appeal of a manual transmission. While the automatic version of the 2007
Camry dominated sales, the manual variant attracted a more specific
audience—drivers seeking enhanced control and a more engaged driving
experience. This article delves into the specifications, driving dynamics,
and overall value proposition of the 2007 Toyota Camry manual, offering a
thorough examination for enthusiasts and potential buyers alike.

Overview of the 2007 Toyota Camry Manual

The 2007 Toyota Camry marked the beginning of the sixth generation (XV40),
which came with a fresh design, improved safety features, and enhanced fuel
efficiency. However, the manual transmission option was notably limited
within the lineup, primarily available on the base 4-cylinder engine variant.
This manual gearbox version catered to a segment of drivers who preferred a
traditional driving feel over the increasingly dominant automatic
transmissions.

Engine and Transmission Specifications

Under the hood, the 2007 Toyota Camry manual was equipped with a 2.4-liter
inline-4 engine producing 158 horsepower and 161 lb-ft of torque. This engine
was paired exclusively with a 5-speed manual transmission, differing from the
5-speed automatic available across other trims.

The 5-speed manual transmission in the Camry was praised for its smooth
shifting and reasonable gear ratios, which contributed to a balanced driving
experience. While the power output might seem modest compared to V6 variants,
the manual’s gear engagement offered drivers a sense of control and
connection with the vehicle that automatics could not replicate.

Fuel Economy and Performance

One of the advantages of the 2007 Toyota Camry manual was its competitive
fuel economy. According to EPA estimates, the manual 4-cylinder Camry
achieved approximately 21 mpg in the city and 31 mpg on the highway. These
figures positioned it favorably among midsize sedans of its era, especially
for drivers seeking fuel efficiency without sacrificing driving engagement.

Performance-wise, the manual transmission Camry was not designed as a sporty
sedan but rather as a practical daily driver. The 0-60 mph acceleration
hovered around 8.5 to 9 seconds, which was adequate for everyday commuting
but not thrilling by sports car standards. However, the manual’s



responsiveness and driver involvement made the driving experience more
satisfying for enthusiasts.

Driving Dynamics and Handling

The 2007 Toyota Camry manual offered a driving experience that was competent
and predictable, qualities that have long defined the Camry brand. The
chassis was tuned for comfort rather than aggression, with a suspension setup
that absorbed road imperfections smoothly.

Manual Transmission Experience

The manual gearbox itself was one of the highlights of this variant. Gear
shifts were precise and required minimal effort, thanks to a well-designed
clutch pedal and linkage. For those accustomed to manual transmissions, the
Camry’s system felt intuitive and reliable.

However, it is important to note that the Camry’s manual did not feature rev-
matching or advanced technology found in some modern manuals, so drivers
needed to be mindful during downshifts to avoid drivetrain shock.

Steering and Handling Characteristics

The steering in the 2007 Camry manual was electric power-assisted, providing
light and predictable feedback. While not particularly sporty or sharp, the
steering was adequate for confident maneuvering in urban and highway
environments.

Handling was characterized by understeer during aggressive cornering, a
typical trait for family sedans prioritizing safety. The suspension strike a
balance between comfort and control, making the Camry suitable for long-
distance driving without fatigue.

Interior Features and Comfort

Despite the focus on the manual transmission, the 2007 Toyota Camry did not
compromise on interior quality and amenities. The cabin was spacious, with
generous legroom and headroom for both front and rear passengers.

Trim Levels and Equipment

The manual transmission was generally available on the base LE trim, which
came equipped with essential features such as:

Air conditioning

Power windows and door locks



AM/FM stereo with CD player

Cruise control

Adjustable driver’s seat

While higher trims like the SE and XLE offered more luxurious touches and V6
power, they did not typically feature a manual gearbox. This limited the
manual’s appeal to budget-conscious buyers or those prioritizing simplicity.

Build Quality and Ergonomics

Toyota’s reputation for durable interiors was upheld in the 2007 Camry
manual. Materials were generally soft to the touch in critical areas, and
controls were logically placed for ease of use. The manual shifter was
ergonomically positioned, facilitating smooth gear changes without awkward
reach.

Noise insulation was competent, although some road and engine noise could
penetrate at higher speeds, particularly with the manual transmission’s
mechanical engagement sounds.

Safety and Reliability

One of the core strengths of the 2007 Toyota Camry, regardless of
transmission type, was its safety record and reliability.

Safety Features

Standard safety equipment on the 2007 Camry manual included:

Dual front airbags

Front side airbags

Anti-lock braking system (ABS)

Electronic Brake-force Distribution (EBD)

Vehicle Stability Control (available on select trims)

Crash test ratings from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) awarded the Camry favorable marks, reinforcing its position as a
family-friendly vehicle.



Long-Term Reliability

Toyota’s engineering prowess shines through in the 2007 Camry manual’s long-
term reliability. Owners frequently report high mileage with minimal
mechanical issues, especially when routine maintenance is observed. The
manual transmission itself is known for durability, provided the clutch
system is properly cared for.

This reliability has made the 2007 Camry manual a popular choice in the used
car market, particularly for drivers who prefer a straightforward and low-
cost vehicle.

Market Position and Comparisons

In the context of the 2007 midsize sedan market, the manual Camry stood out
for its blend of dependability and driver engagement. However, it competed in
a segment increasingly dominated by automatics and more performance-oriented
offerings.

Comparing with Automatic Camry Variants

The automatic Camry versions offered smoother gear shifts and were more
appealing to the mass market, contributing to higher sales volumes. The
automatic V6 versions also delivered stronger acceleration and more luxurious
features but at a higher price point.

Conversely, the manual 4-cylinder Camry appealed to those who valued driving
involvement and fuel economy over outright power or luxury.

Rivals with Manual Transmission Options

In 2007, other midsize sedans such as the Honda Accord and Mazda6 also
provided manual transmission options. The Accord’s manual was often praised
for sporty handling and a more powerful engine, while the Mazda6 emphasized
driving dynamics.

Compared to these, the 2007 Toyota Camry manual was more conservative,
focusing on reliability and ease of use rather than spirited performance.
This positioned the Camry as an ideal choice for practical drivers who still
wanted the option of manual gear shifting.

Ownership Considerations

When assessing the 2007 Toyota Camry manual for ownership, several factors
come into play, including maintenance costs, availability, and resale value.

Maintenance: The manual transmission reduces complexity, often
translating to lower repair costs compared to automatics. However,



clutch replacement is a potential expense to consider.

Availability: Manual versions are relatively rare, especially in North
America, which may affect parts availability and resale markets.

Resale Value: While Camrys generally hold value well, manual models
might depreciate faster due to limited demand.

For buyers who prioritize reliability and enjoy manual shifting, the 2007
Toyota Camry manual remains a compelling option, especially in the used car
market where prices can be favorable.

The 2007 Toyota Camry manual represents a noteworthy chapter in Toyota’s
sedan history—a practical, reliable vehicle that offers driving engagement
without sacrificing the core values of safety and economy. For those seeking
a no-frills midsize sedan with the added pleasure of a manual gearbox, this
model remains a viable and interesting choice.
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