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Teas Exam Passing Score: What You Need to Know to Succeed

teas exam passing score is a topic that often causes anxiety among nursing school
applicants and those pursuing allied health programs. The TEAS (Test of Essential
Academic Skills) is a standardized exam designed to assess a candidate’s preparedness for
the rigors of nursing education. Understanding the passing score, how it’s calculated, and
strategies to achieve it can make a significant difference in your journey toward a
healthcare career.

Understanding the TEAS Exam and Its Purpose

The TEAS exam is administered by ATI Testing and is widely used by nursing programs
across the United States as part of their admissions process. It evaluates core academic
skills in areas considered essential for success in nursing school. These include Reading,
Mathematics, Science, and English and Language Usage. Each section tests specific
competencies, from vocabulary and comprehension to algebra and biology.

The primary goal of the TEAS is to predict a student’s ability to handle the academic

challenges of nursing coursework. Therefore, knowing the TEAS exam passing score helps
applicants set clear goals for their preparation and performance.

What Is the TEAS Exam Passing Score?

The short answer is that the TEAS exam passing score varies depending on the institution
or program to which you are applying. Unlike some exams with fixed cut-off points, TEAS
scores are reported as a percentage and as a percentile ranking. This means you receive a
score reflecting the percentage of questions answered correctly, as well as your
performance relative to other test-takers.

Typical TEAS Score Requirements

Most nursing schools require a minimum TEAS score that ranges between 58% and 75%,
but this can vary widely. Some highly competitive programs may expect a passing score in
the upper 70th or even 80th percentile, while others might accept lower scores.

For example:

e Community colleges might set a passing score around 60%-65%

e State universities could require 70% or higher



e Highly selective nursing programs may expect 75% or more

Because of this variation, it’s crucial to research the specific requirements of the schools
you’'re interested in. Checking the program’s admissions page or contacting their
admissions office can provide clarity on their TEAS exam passing score expectations.

Scaled Scores vs. Raw Scores

When you take the TEAS, your raw score—the number of questions you answered
correctly—is converted into a scaled score. This scaled score ranges from 0 to 100 and
reflects your performance across all sections of the test. The scaled score is what most
schools use to determine whether you meet their passing criteria.

At the same time, you’ll receive a percentile rank that compares your score against other

test takers nationwide. For instance, a 75th percentile means you scored better than 75%
of all candidates.

Breaking Down the TEAS Exam Sections and
Their Impact on Passing Scores

Knowing how each section contributes to your overall score can help you focus your study
efforts effectively.

Reading Section

This section assesses your ability to comprehend passages, identify main ideas, and
interpret data. It typically accounts for about 31 questions. A strong performance here is
critical because reading skills are fundamental in nursing, where understanding patient
charts and medical literature is daily work.

Mathematics Section

Covering topics like algebra, fractions, and percentages, this section usually contains 36
questions. Nurses often need solid math skills for medication calculations and dosages, so
schools pay close attention to this area.

Science Section

The most challenging for many, the science portion includes around 53 questions on



anatomy, physiology, chemistry, and biology. Scoring well here demonstrates your grasp
of scientific principles essential for nursing practice.

English and Language Usage Section

This section, with about 28 questions, tests grammar, punctuation, sentence structure,
and spelling. Clear communication is vital in healthcare, making this section an important
part of your overall score.

How to Prepare to Meet or Exceed the TEAS Exam
Passing Score

Preparation is key when aiming for a passing score that meets or surpasses your target
program’s requirements.

Create a Study Plan Focused on Your Weaknesses

Many test-takers find certain sections more challenging than others. By taking a practice
TEAS test early on, you can identify areas that need improvement. Tailor your study plan
to spend more time on these sections while maintaining strengths in others.

Utilize Quality Study Resources

There are many TEAS study guides, online courses, and practice tests available. Resources
from ATI Testing, the official TEAS administrator, are often highly recommended because
they closely mimic the actual exam format and question styles.

Practice Time Management

The TEAS is a timed exam, so practicing under timed conditions can help you pace
yourself effectively. This reduces stress on test day and prevents spending too much time
on difficult questions.

Consider Group Study or Tutoring

Sometimes studying with peers or seeking guidance from a tutor can provide new insights
and keep you motivated. Tutors experienced with the TEAS can offer targeted advice to
boost your score.



What Happens if You Don’t Meet the TEAS Exam
Passing Score?

Failing to reach the required passing score isn’t the end of the road. Many programs allow
retesting after a waiting period, often 30 days. This gives you an opportunity to improve
your knowledge and skills before trying again.

Be mindful of how your school handles multiple TEAS attempts. Some programs consider
your highest score, while others may average attempts or only count the most recent.
Understanding these policies can help you strategize your preparation and testing
schedule.

Learning from Your Previous Attempt

After your first attempt, review your score report carefully. The TEAS provides detailed
feedback on how you performed in each section, which is invaluable for targeting your
studies.

Understanding TEAS Score Reporting and Its Role
in Admissions

When you complete the TEAS exam, your scores are sent to the institutions you designate.
Keep in mind that the TEAS passing score is just one part of the admissions criteria.
Nursing programs also consider GPA, prerequisite coursework, letters of recommendation,
and sometimes interviews.

Because of this, aiming for a TEAS score well above the minimum required passing score
can strengthen your application and increase your chances of acceptance.

Tips for Maximizing Your TEAS Exam Passing Score

Begin your preparation early to avoid cramming

Use official practice tests to familiarize yourself with question types

Focus on understanding concepts rather than memorizing answers

Stay consistent with your study schedule to build confidence

e Take care of your physical and mental health leading up to the exam



Achieving a strong TEAS exam passing score is not just about passing—it’s about
demonstrating your readiness for the challenges of nursing education and setting the
foundation for a successful healthcare career. By understanding the scoring system and
preparing strategically, you can approach the TEAS exam with confidence and clarity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the passing score for the TEAS exam?

The passing score for the TEAS exam varies by institution, but a common benchmark is
around 58% to 62% overall.

How is the TEAS exam scored?

The TEAS exam is scored based on the number of correct answers, which is converted into
a percentage score for each subtest and an overall composite score.

Do all nursing schools require the same TEAS passing
score?

No, different nursing schools set their own TEAS passing score requirements, so it's
important to check with the specific school you are applying to.

Can you retake the TEAS exam if you don't pass?

Yes, most institutions allow multiple attempts at the TEAS exam, but there may be limits
on the number of retakes and mandatory waiting periods between attempts.

What is considered a good TEAS exam score?

A good TEAS score is generally above 70%, but aiming for 75% or higher can improve
your chances of admission into competitive nursing programs.

Are there minimum passing scores for each section of
the TEAS exam?

Some schools require minimum scores for individual sections like Reading or Math, while
others only consider the overall composite score.

How can I find out the TEAS passing score for my
desired nursing program?

You should visit the nursing program's official website or contact their admissions office
directly to get accurate information on their TEAS passing score requirements.



Does the TEAS exam passing score change over time?

Passing score requirements can change as schools adjust their admissions criteria, so it's
important to verify the current requirements before taking the exam.

Additional Resources

**Understanding the TEAS Exam Passing Score: A Critical Benchmark for Nursing
Aspirants**

teas exam passing score is a pivotal factor for students seeking admission into nursing
and allied health programs across the United States. The Test of Essential Academic Skills
(TEAS) serves as a standardized assessment designed to evaluate a candidate’s
preparedness for healthcare education. Given its crucial role, understanding the nuances
behind the TEAS exam passing score becomes essential for prospective test-takers,
educators, and institutions alike.

What Is the TEAS Exam and Why Does Its Passing
Score Matter?

The TEAS exam, developed by the Assessment Technologies Institute (ATI), measures
foundational skills in reading, mathematics, science, and English language usage. These
core competencies are considered essential for success in rigorous nursing curricula.
Unlike other standardized tests, the TEAS is specifically tailored to the healthcare
education pipeline, making its passing score a direct gatekeeper for admission into many
nursing schools.

The significance of the TEAS exam passing score lies in its ability to reflect a candidate’s
readiness to handle the academic challenges in nursing programs. Schools often set
minimum score thresholds that applicants must meet or exceed to qualify for admission,
making the passing score a critical benchmark.

Decoding the TEAS Exam Passing Score

The TEAS exam is scored on a scale from 0 to 100%, representing the percentage of
questions answered correctly across four content areas: Reading, Mathematics, Science,
and English and Language Usage. However, the passing score is not universally fixed; it
varies depending on the institution and program requirements.

Variability Across Institutions

One of the primary challenges in understanding the TEAS exam passing score is the lack



of a standardized national cutoff. Different nursing schools and healthcare programs
establish their own minimum passing scores, which can range widely.

e Some programs require a minimum overall score of 65% to 70%.

e More competitive schools may set the bar at 75% or higher.

e Certain programs may also require minimum scores in individual sections,
emphasizing strengths in areas like science or reading.

This variability underscores the importance of researching specific program requirements
before taking the exam.

Score Tiers and Their Implications

ATI, the administrator of the TEAS, also provides performance categories that help
interpret scores beyond just pass/fail. These tiers include:

1. Proficient: Indicates a solid understanding of the tested material; typically aligns
with or surpasses many program passing scores.

2. Basic: Demonstrates foundational knowledge but may be insufficient for more
competitive programs.

3. Below Basic: Suggests a need for significant improvement prior to admission.

Understanding these tiers can help candidates self-assess their readiness and identify
areas needing further study.

Factors Influencing TEAS Exam Passing Scores

Several elements impact both the establishment of passing scores by institutions and a
student’s ability to achieve them.

Institutional Expectations and Program Selectivity

Nursing programs with high demand and limited slots often raise their passing score
requirements to select the most qualified candidates. Conversely, programs aiming to
broaden access to nursing education may adopt lower thresholds to encourage enrollment.



Test Content and Section Weighting

While the TEAS exam covers four content areas, some schools emphasize certain sections
more heavily in their admissions decisions. For example:

e Science: Often considered the most critical section due to its relevance in nursing
coursework.

e Reading and Comprehension: Essential for understanding complex medical texts
and instructions.

e Mathematics and English: Important for dosage calculations and effective
communication.

This focus can influence how passing scores are weighted or if minimum section-specific
scores are required.

Test Preparation and Candidate Background

Candidates with varied educational backgrounds may find certain sections more
challenging. For instance, those returning to academics after a long hiatus might struggle
with the mathematics or science sections, impacting their overall passing score.

Comparisons With Other Standardized Tests

To contextualize the significance of the TEAS exam passing score, it is useful to compare it
with other standardized exams used in healthcare admissions.

TEAS vs. HESI A2

Both the TEAS and the Health Education Systems, Inc. Admission Assessment (HESI A2)
tests assess similar skills. However, while the TEAS scoring is percentile-based with
variable passing thresholds, HESI A2 scores are often reported as percentages with
program-specific cutoffs. Nursing schools may choose one over the other based on
institutional preference, but both serve as critical filters in admissions.

TEAS and the NCLEX Correlation

Though the TEAS exam is a pre-admission test, the National Council Licensure
Examination (NCLEX) is the final licensure exam for nurses. Studies have shown that



higher TEAS scores can correlate with better NCLEX pass rates, underscoring the
predictive value of the TEAS exam passing score in forecasting academic and professional
success.

Strategies to Achieve a Competitive TEAS Exam
Passing Score

Given the stakes associated with the TEAS exam passing score, candidates often seek
effective ways to prepare.

Focused Study on Core Content Areas

Prioritizing study time based on individual strengths and weaknesses is crucial. For
example, if a candidate struggles with science, dedicating extra hours to biology and
chemistry fundamentals can boost their overall score.

Utilizing Practice Tests and ATI Resources

Practice exams simulate real testing conditions and help identify knowledge gaps. ATI
offers official prep materials, including study guides and online practice tests, which
closely mirror the actual exam content and format.

Time Management and Test-Taking Strategies

The TEAS exam is timed, making efficient pacing essential. Candidates benefit from
learning how to allocate time appropriately across sections and understanding question
types to maximize scoring potential.

The Impact of TEAS Exam Passing Score on
Nursing Careers

Achieving the required TEAS exam passing score is often the first hurdle in a nursing
career pathway. A satisfactory score not only opens doors to admission but also builds
confidence for the academic challenges ahead.

Moreover, some programs use TEAS scores as part of their holistic admission process,
considering them alongside GPA, letters of recommendation, and interviews. A higher
TEAS score can enhance a candidate’s competitiveness and scholarship eligibility.



Conversely, failing to meet the passing score might require retaking the exam, delaying
admission, and increasing financial and emotional stress. Understanding the implications
of the passing score thus emphasizes the importance of thorough preparation and careful
planning.

Navigating the complexities of the TEAS exam passing score requires a clear
understanding of institutional requirements, exam structure, and personal readiness. For
nursing hopefuls, this score represents more than a number—it is a gateway to a
demanding yet rewarding profession in healthcare. By approaching the TEAS exam with
informed strategies and realistic expectations, candidates can significantly improve their
chances of success and set the stage for a promising academic and professional journey.
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