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History of United Pentecostal Church: A Journey Through Faith and Revival

history of united pentecostal church is a fascinating narrative that traces back to the early 20th
century, characterized by spiritual revival, doctrinal development, and a commitment to Pentecostal
beliefs. This church, known for its emphasis on the Oneness doctrine and the baptism in Jesus’ name,
has grown significantly over the decades, influencing Pentecostalism worldwide. To truly appreciate
its impact, it’s essential to explore the origins, key figures, theological distinctions, and milestones
that have shaped the United Pentecostal Church International (UPCI) as we know it today.

The Roots of Pentecostalism and Spiritual Awakening

Before diving into the specific history of united pentecostal church, it’s important to understand the
broader Pentecostal movement from which it emerged. Pentecostalism originated in the early 1900s,
sparked by a wave of spiritual revival and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit as described in the New
Testament book of Acts. The Azusa Street Revival in Los Angeles (1906-1909) is often cited as the
birthplace of modern Pentecostalism, where believers experienced speaking in tongues, healing, and
other charismatic gifts.

This revival created a fertile ground for various Pentecostal groups to emerge, each emphasizing
different aspects of the faith. Among these groups, a focus on the Oneness doctrine—rejecting the
traditional Trinitarian view of God—began to gain traction, eventually leading to the formation of the
United Pentecostal Church.

The Formation of the United Pentecostal Church

Early Beginnings and Key Mergers

The actual history of united pentecostal church begins in 1945 with the merger of two significant
Pentecostal organizations: the Pentecostal Church, Incorporated (PCI), and the Pentecostal Assemblies
of Jesus Christ (PAJC). Both groups shared a common Oneness theology and a commitment to holiness
and revival, making their union a natural step toward a unified fellowship.

This merger resulted in the creation of the United Pentecostal Church, which later became the United
Pentecostal Church International (UPCI). This union was more than just organizational; it symbolized a
collective effort to promote the Oneness message and standardize doctrines, worship styles, and
church governance.

Influential Leaders Who Shaped the Movement



Several key figures played pivotal roles in the formation and growth of the United Pentecostal Church.
Leaders such as J. Frank Norris, G.T. Haywood, and F.F. Bosworth were instrumental in spreading the
Oneness message. However, one of the most influential leaders was L.C. Gilley, who helped guide the
merger and establish doctrinal clarity.

These leaders emphasized holiness, the necessity of baptism in Jesus’ name, and the baptism of the
Holy Spirit evidenced by speaking in tongues. Their preaching and organizational skills helped the
church rapidly expand across the United States and beyond.

Core Beliefs and Theological Foundations

Understanding the history of united pentecostal church also means grasping its unique theological
stance. Unlike traditional Pentecostal denominations, the UPCI adheres firmly to Oneness
Pentecostalism, which rejects the traditional doctrine of the Trinity. Instead, it teaches that God is a
singular spirit who manifests Himself in various ways, including as the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Baptism and the Name of Jesus

One of the defining practices that emerged early in the church’s history is baptism performed
specifically “in the name of Jesus Christ” rather than the Trinitarian formula. This practice, rooted in
their interpretation of the Book of Acts, symbolizes the believer’s full identification with Christ’s death,
burial, and resurrection.

Holiness and Sanctification

The United Pentecostal Church places strong emphasis on personal holiness and sanctification. From
its inception, the church encouraged members to live lives separated from worldly influences,
focusing on moral purity, modesty, and devout living. This emphasis has deeply influenced the
church’s culture and worship practices.

Expansion and Global Influence

Since its formation, the United Pentecostal Church has experienced significant growth both in the
United States and internationally. Early evangelistic efforts and missionary work helped spread the
message to countries in Latin America, Africa, Asia, and Europe.

Missionary Work and Outreach

Missionaries affiliated with the UPCI have been instrumental in establishing churches, Bible schools,
and humanitarian organizations worldwide. This commitment to global evangelism reflects the
church’s understanding of the Great Commission and desire to spread the Pentecostal message of



salvation and empowerment through the Holy Spirit.

Educational Institutions and Training

To sustain growth and provide theological education, the United Pentecostal Church established
various Bible colleges and seminaries. These institutions play a crucial role in training ministers,
missionaries, and lay leaders who uphold the church’s doctrinal standards and leadership principles.

Challenges and Controversies in the Church’s History

No historical journey is without its challenges, and the history of united pentecostal church includes
periods of doctrinal disputes, cultural adaptations, and external criticisms. The church’s Oneness
doctrine, for example, has been a point of theological contention with other Pentecostal and
evangelical groups.

Additionally, as the church expanded internationally, it faced the challenge of contextualizing its
teachings to different cultures without compromising core beliefs. Navigating these complexities
required strong leadership and a commitment to unity amidst diversity.

Efforts Toward Unity and Ecumenical Relations

While the UPCI maintains distinct theological positions, it has also engaged in dialogues with other
Christian denominations to foster understanding and cooperation. These efforts highlight the church’s
willingness to participate in broader Christian conversations while holding firm to its convictions.

Modern-Day United Pentecostal Church

Today, the United Pentecostal Church International stands as one of the largest Oneness Pentecostal
denominations in the world. Its history reflects a journey of revival, doctrinal clarity, and global
outreach. With hundreds of thousands of members and thousands of congregations worldwide, the
church continues to emphasize the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.

The church’s history also informs its contemporary mission: to preach the gospel, disciple believers,
and promote holiness. Through conferences, youth ministries, and digital outreach, the UPCI remains
relevant in today’s rapidly changing religious landscape.

Exploring the history of united pentecostal church offers valuable insights into how faith movements
evolve, adapt, and influence millions. It’s a story of spiritual passion, theological conviction, and
community—a testament to the enduring power of Pentecostal revival.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the United Pentecostal Church?
The United Pentecostal Church originated in 1945 through the merger of the Pentecostal Church, Inc.
and the Pentecostal Assemblies of Jesus Christ, creating one of the largest Oneness Pentecostal
denominations in the world.

Who were the key founders of the United Pentecostal Church?
Key founders include figures like G.T. Haywood, F.F. Bosworth, and others who were influential in the
early Pentecostal movement and helped shape the Oneness theology that defines the United
Pentecostal Church.

What theological distinctives define the United Pentecostal
Church's history?
The United Pentecostal Church is known for its Oneness Pentecostal theology, emphasizing the
oneness of God rather than the traditional Trinity, and the necessity of baptism in Jesus' name and
the infilling of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues.

How has the United Pentecostal Church evolved since its
formation?
Since its formation, the United Pentecostal Church has grown globally, expanded its missionary work,
developed educational institutions, and increased its influence within the Pentecostal movement while
maintaining its core doctrinal beliefs.

What role did the United Pentecostal Church play in the
broader Pentecostal movement?
The United Pentecostal Church played a significant role in promoting Oneness Pentecostalism,
distinguishing itself from Trinitarian Pentecostal groups, and contributing to the diversity and
theological development within the broader Pentecostal movement.

Additional Resources
History of United Pentecostal Church: Origins, Development, and Influence

history of united pentecostal church is a narrative that traces its roots back to the early 20th
century, a period marked by religious fervor and the emergence of new Christian movements. The
United Pentecostal Church International (UPCI) stands today as one of the most significant Oneness
Pentecostal denominations globally, characterized by distinct theological beliefs and a dynamic
organizational structure. This article explores the historical trajectory of the United Pentecostal
Church, examining its foundational moments, doctrinal development, and its impact within the
broader Pentecostal and Christian landscape.



Origins of the United Pentecostal Church

The history of United Pentecostal Church begins amidst the broader Pentecostal revival movement
that swept across the United States and parts of the world in the early 1900s. Pentecostalism itself
emerged from the Holiness movement, emphasizing personal holiness, the baptism of the Holy Spirit,
and spiritual gifts such as speaking in tongues.

The Early Pentecostal Movement

To understand the formation of the United Pentecostal Church, one must first consider the early
Pentecostal revival, notably the Azusa Street Revival in Los Angeles (1906-1915). This revival was
pivotal in spreading Pentecostal beliefs and practices. However, within these early days, theological
disputes began to arise, particularly concerning the nature of God and the mode of baptism.

Oneness Theology and Baptismal Controversies

The defining characteristic of the United Pentecostal Church is its adherence to Oneness
Pentecostalism, a theological stance rejecting the traditional doctrine of the Trinity. Instead, Oneness
theology teaches that God is a singular spirit who manifests Himself in various roles or modes, such
as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This doctrinal divergence was a critical factor that led to the eventual
separation from Trinitarian Pentecostal groups.

Baptismal practice was another point of contention. The United Pentecostal Church insists on baptism
“in the name of Jesus Christ” rather than the traditional Trinitarian formula of “in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” This insistence reflects their theological emphasis and
remains a distinctive feature.

Formation and Institutional Development

The history of United Pentecostal Church as an organized body formally began with the merger of two
Pentecostal organizations in 1945: the Pentecostal Church, Incorporated, and the Pentecostal
Assemblies of Jesus Christ. Their union created the United Pentecostal Church International, solidifying
a denominational identity around Oneness theology.

Key Figures and Leadership

Several influential leaders shaped the early UPCI. Names like J. Frank Norris and G.T. Haywood stand
out for their contributions to Pentecostal theology and organizational structure. These leaders
emphasized evangelism, holiness, and the importance of church unity among Oneness believers.



Growth and Expansion

From its inception, the United Pentecostal Church experienced significant growth, both domestically
within the United States and internationally. By the latter half of the 20th century, UPCI had expanded
its reach with missionary efforts, church planting, and educational institutions aimed at training
ministers and laity.

Distinctive Beliefs and Practices

The history of United Pentecostal Church cannot be separated from its doctrinal distinctives, which
continue to distinguish it from other Pentecostal and evangelical denominations.

Oneness Theology

As noted, Oneness Pentecostalism is the theological foundation of the UPCI. It emphasizes the
singular nature of God and rejects the traditional Trinity. This belief influences worship, preaching,
and the church’s theological education.

Baptism and Salvation

The UPCI teaches that baptism must be performed in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins, aligning with their interpretation of Acts 2:38. This is coupled with a strong emphasis on
repentance, holiness, and Spirit baptism evidenced by speaking in tongues.

Lifestyle and Holiness Standards

Historically, the UPCI has maintained strict standards regarding personal conduct, dress, and
behavior. The holiness movement roots are evident in these lifestyle expectations, which include
modest dress, abstention from alcohol and tobacco, and conservative social values.

Impact and Influence in Contemporary Christianity

The history of United Pentecostal Church is also a story of influence within Pentecostalism and
broader evangelical circles. Its theological distinctives challenge mainstream Christian doctrines,
prompting dialogue and debate.

Global Reach and Missions



UPCI’s commitment to missions has led to a significant global presence. Churches and ministries
affiliated with UPCI exist on every continent, with a particular emphasis on church planting in
underserved regions.

Educational Institutions

The denomination operates several Bible colleges and seminaries designed to educate ministers and
lay leaders in Oneness Pentecostal doctrine and ministry skills. These institutions play a crucial role in
sustaining the denomination’s theological identity and preparing future generations of leadership.

Ecumenical Relations and Controversies

The UPCI’s distinctive theology has sometimes resulted in strained relationships with other
Pentecostal and evangelical groups. However, over time, there has been increased dialogue and a
recognition of shared values in evangelism and holiness, even amid doctrinal differences.

Challenges and Prospects

Like many religious organizations, the United Pentecostal Church faces challenges related to cultural
changes, theological controversies, and membership retention. Its strict holiness standards may at
times limit broader appeal, yet they also create a unique community identity.

Adapting to Modern Contexts

In the 21st century, UPCI churches have been navigating how to remain relevant in a rapidly changing
cultural landscape while preserving core doctrines. This includes engagement with social media,
contemporary worship styles, and youth outreach.

Membership Trends

While the denomination has seen growth in some regions, particularly internationally, it faces
challenges in retaining younger generations in North America. This reflects broader trends within
Pentecostalism and evangelicalism regarding shifts in religious affiliation.

Summary

The history of United Pentecostal Church reveals a rich tapestry of religious innovation, theological
rigor, and institutional development. Emerging from early 20th-century Pentecostal revivals, the UPCI
carved out a distinct identity rooted in Oneness theology and holiness standards. Its evolution from



disparate groups into a unified denomination underscores a commitment to doctrinal purity and
organizational strength. Despite challenges posed by modernity and doctrinal controversies, the
United Pentecostal Church remains a vital force within global Pentecostalism, continuing its mission to
spread its distinctive interpretation of the Christian faith.
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