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easy riders raging bulls how the sex drugs and rock n roll generation saved
hollywood by peter biskind april 4 1999 is more than just a mouthful of a title—it’s a
vivid encapsulation of a transformative era in American cinema. This groundbreaking book
by Peter Biskind offers an insider’s look at the revolutionary period of filmmaking in the
late 1960s through the early 1980s, a time when a new breed of directors shook
Hollywood to its core. If you've ever been curious about how the movie industry evolved
from the stranglehold of the old studio system into a playground for bold, youthful
visionaries, Biskind’s work is an essential read.

In this article, we’ll dive deep into the essence of *Easy Riders, Raging Bulls*, explore why
the sex, drugs, and rock 'n’ roll generation was pivotal in saving Hollywood, and uncover
why Peter Biskind’s April 4, 1999 release still resonates with cinephiles and industry
insiders alike.

Understanding the Hollywood Landscape Before
the Revolution

Before the seismic shift brought about by the new generation of filmmakers, Hollywood
was dominated by an aging studio system. The golden age of Hollywood had long faded
and the industry was struggling to connect with younger audiences. Studios churned out
formulaic movies, heavily controlled by executives who prioritized safe box office returns
over artistic risk-taking.

The influence of the Production Code, which censored content deemed inappropriate, and
the lack of creative freedom made Hollywood feel stale. The youth culture of the 1960s,
with its rebellious spirit fueled by sex, drugs, and rock 'n’ roll, demanded something more
authentic, raw, and reflective of the turbulent times.

Peter Biskind’s Narrative: A Front-Row Seat to
Hollywood’s New Wave

Biskind’s *Easy Riders, Raging Bulls* meticulously chronicles how a group of young
directors—like Martin Scorsese, Francis Ford Coppola, George Lucas, and Dennis
Hopper—broke through Hollywood’s old guard. These filmmakers, often influenced by
European cinema and counterculture ideals, brought new storytelling techniques, subject



matter, and a willingness to push boundaries.

His book is not just a historical recount but a vibrant storytelling effort that reveals the
personal struggles, creative triumphs, and sometimes chaotic lifestyles of these directors.
The sex, drugs, and rock 'n’ roll lifestyle wasn’t just background noise; it fueled the
creative energy and risk-taking that defined their work.

The Birth of the “New Hollywood” Era

The term “New Hollywood” is often synonymous with the period Biskind describes.
Starting roughly in the late 1960s, this era saw a shift from studio-controlled productions
to director-driven projects. Films like *Easy Rider* (1969) symbolized this change,
capturing the countercultural ethos and breaking cinematic conventions.

This generation’s impact was profound—they blurred genres, experimented with narrative
structures, and tackled taboo subjects. The freedom they fought for allowed for more
honest depictions of American life, politics, and human psychology.

Key Themes Explored in Easy Riders Raging Bulls

Peter Biskind’s narrative goes beyond surface-level history. The book explores several
important themes that not only defined the era but also shaped modern cinema.

The Intersection of Culture and Cinema

The late '60s and '70s were a time of cultural revolution—civil rights movements, anti-war
protests, sexual liberation, and a booming music scene. Biskind illustrates how these
societal shifts directly influenced the filmmakers and their work. The sex, drugs, and rock
‘'n’ roll generation was not just a cultural phenomenon but the heartbeat of these movies.

The Role of Studios and Financiers

While the new directors had creative control, they still needed studios and financiers to

back their projects. Biskind sheds light on the complex relationships between artists and
the business side of Hollywood. He explains how some studios adapted to this new breed
of filmmaker, while others resisted the changes, leading to conflicts and power struggles.

The Dark Side of the Revolution

Biskind doesn’t shy away from the excesses and tragedies that accompanied this era. The
drug abuse, egos, and personal conflicts often mirrored the wildness of the films



themselves. This candid portrayal adds depth to the story, showing that this revolution
came at a personal and professional cost.

Why Easy Riders Raging Bulls Remains Relevant
Today

Even decades after its publication, *Easy Riders, Raging Bulls* continues to be a valuable
resource for film students, historians, and fans. It offers a blueprint for understanding how
cinema evolves in response to cultural and generational shifts.

For those interested in film history or the mechanics of Hollywood, Biskind’s detailed
accounts provide lessons on creativity, collaboration, and the balance between art and
commerce. The book also serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of excess and the
fleeting nature of revolutionary periods.

Lessons for Modern Filmmakers and Industry
Professionals

- **Embrace Risk:** The filmmakers highlighted by Biskind succeeded because they
weren’t afraid to take creative risks—a lesson for anyone in a creative field.

- **Reflect Your Times:** The power of cinema lies in its ability to mirror societal changes.
Staying attuned to cultural shifts can inspire meaningful storytelling.

- **Balance Art and Business:** Navigating the demands of studios and financiers remains
crucial. Understanding this dynamic can help sustain a career without compromising
vision.

The Cultural Impact of the Sex, Drugs, and Rock
‘n’ Roll Generation on Hollywood

The infusion of the counterculture’s spirit into Hollywood’s creative processes didn’t just
save the industry from stagnation—it reshaped the very identity of American cinema. The
rebellious energy, openness to exploring taboo subjects, and the embrace of new music
and lifestyles created films that resonated with a broader, more diverse audience.

Movies became more than entertainment; they were cultural statements that influenced
fashion, music, and social attitudes. The generation Biskind describes helped Hollywood
speak to its audience in a new, authentic voice.

Iconic Films and Directors from the Era

Some standout films and their visionary directors from this period include:



- *Easy Rider* (1969) - Dennis Hopper and Peter Fonda’s emblematic road movie that
encapsulated freedom and counterculture.

- *The Godfather* (1972) - Francis Ford Coppola’s epic that redefined the gangster genre.
- *Taxi Driver* (1976) - Martin Scorsese’s gritty exploration of urban alienation.

- *Star Wars* (1977) - George Lucas’s blockbuster that revolutionized special effects and
franchise filmmaking.

These films not only achieved critical and commercial success but also influenced
generations of filmmakers.

How Peter Biskind Captures the Spirit of an Era

What sets *Easy Riders, Raging Bulls* apart is Biskind’s ability to weave exhaustive
research with engaging storytelling. He conducted extensive interviews, offering personal
anecdotes that bring the characters to life. This approach makes the book feel like a vivid
documentary rather than a dry history.

His writing style is conversational yet authoritative, appealing both to casual readers and
serious scholars. By highlighting both the triumphs and controversies, Biskind presents a
balanced perspective on a complex, dynamic period.

The Book’s Lasting Influence on Film Criticism and
Scholarship

Since its release, *Easy Riders, Raging Bulls* has become a touchstone in film studies. It
encourages readers to look beyond the surface of movies and examine the cultural and
personal forces behind them. Many contemporary critics and filmmakers cite it as an
inspiration for understanding the power of cinema as a cultural force.

For anyone curious about the golden age of New Hollywood, or simply wanting to
understand how a generation fueled by sex, drugs, and rock 'n’ roll managed to save and
redefine Hollywood, Peter Biskind’s *Easy Riders, Raging Bulls* remains an essential,
captivating read. It’s a portal into a wild, creative, and transformative time that forever
changed the way movies are made and appreciated.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Easy Riders, Raging Bulls'
by Peter Biskind?

'‘Easy Riders, Raging Bulls' explores the transformation of Hollywood during the late 1960s
and 1970s, focusing on how a new generation of filmmakers revolutionized the industry



with innovative storytelling, reflecting the counterculture's influence on sex, drugs, and
rock 'n' roll.

Who are some of the key filmmakers featured in 'Easy
Riders, Raging Bulls'?

The book highlights influential directors such as Martin Scorsese, Francis Ford Coppola,
Steven Spielberg, George Lucas, and Dennis Hopper, among others who shaped the New
Hollywood era.

Why is the period covered in 'Easy Riders, Raging Bulls'
considered a pivotal moment in Hollywood history?

This era marked a shift from the studio system to director-driven projects, with filmmakers
given more creative freedom, leading to groundbreaking films that challenged traditional
norms and introduced new cinematic styles.

How does Peter Biskind portray the lifestyle of
filmmakers during the 'Easy Riders, Raging Bulls' era?

Biskind depicts a culture marked by excess, including heavy drug and alcohol use, wild
parties, and a rebellious attitude, which both fueled creativity and sometimes led to
personal and professional turmoil.

What impact did the 'sex, drugs, and rock 'n' roll’
generation have on the content of films during this
period?

Their influence brought more mature, explicit, and experimental themes into mainstream
cinema, reflecting societal changes and youth culture, often pushing boundaries in
storytelling and character development.

How was 'Easy Riders, Raging Bulls' received by critics
upon its release in 1999?

The book received widespread acclaim for its detailed research, engaging narrative, and
insider perspectives, though some criticized it for sensationalism and focusing heavily on
the excesses of the era.

Does 'Easy Riders, Raging Bulls' discuss the decline of
the New Hollywood era?

Yes, the book covers how the excesses and personal struggles of key figures, along with
changing industry dynamics, led to the end of this creative period and the rise of
blockbuster-driven Hollywood.



What sources did Peter Biskind use to write 'Easy
Riders, Raging Bulls'?

Biskind conducted extensive interviews with directors, producers, actors, and other
industry insiders, along with archival research, to provide a comprehensive account of the
era.

Why is 'Easy Riders, Raging Bulls' considered important
for understanding modern Hollywood?

The book offers valuable insights into the origins of contemporary filmmaking practices
and the cultural shifts that shaped today's film industry, making it essential reading for
film enthusiasts and scholars.

Additional Resources
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easy riders raging bulls how the sex drugs and rock n roll generation saved
hollywood by peter biskind april 4 1999 stands as a seminal work exploring one of the
most transformative periods in American cinema history. Peter Biskind’s meticulously
researched book delves into the seismic shift that occurred in Hollywood during the late
1960s through the late 1970s, a time when a new generation of filmmakers—infused with
countercultural ideals and rebellious spirit—redefined the art and business of filmmaking.
This literary work is not merely a historical recount; it is an incisive analysis of how the
sex, drugs, and rock ‘n’ roll ethos fueled a creative renaissance that rescued a faltering
film industry.

The Context of Hollywood Before the New Wave

Before the rise of the so-called “New Hollywood,” the American film industry was
characterized by a rigid studio system that often prioritized formulaic productions over
artistic innovation. The decline in box office revenues during the 1960s, combined with the
waning influence of the old studio moguls, set the stage for a revolution. Biskind’s
narrative situates this transition against the backdrop of broader societal upheavals—the
civil rights movement, Vietham War protests, and a burgeoning youth
counterculture—that deeply influenced the filmmakers of this era.

The book’s title itself—easy riders raging bulls how the sex drugs and rock n roll
generation saved hollywood by peter biskind april 4 1999—encapsulates the dual nature of
this period: the freewheeling, often chaotic lifestyle of these young directors alongside
their groundbreaking contributions to cinema. The term “Easy Riders” references Dennis
Hopper’s cult classic Easy Rider (1969), emblematic of the counterculture’s cinematic
voice, while “Raging Bulls” nods to Martin Scorsese’s intense 1980 film that exemplified
the maturity and depth these filmmakers would eventually achieve.



New Hollywood’s Vanguard: Directors and Their
Impact

Peter Biskind spotlights a cadre of directors whose visions shaped this era—names like
Francis Ford Coppola, Martin Scorsese, Robert Altman, and Steven Spielberg. Their
willingness to tackle controversial subjects and experiment with narrative techniques
broke away from traditional storytelling molds. Biskind’s investigative approach reveals
how these filmmakers balanced artistic ambition with the commercial pressures of the
studio system, often struggling against executives who were uncertain about their
unconventional methods.

The Rebellion Against Studio Control

One of the most compelling aspects of easy riders raging bulls how the sex drugs and rock
n roll generation saved hollywood by peter biskind april 4 1999 is its examination of the
power dynamics between filmmakers and studios. This period saw a loosening of studio
oversight, allowing directors greater creative control. Yet, this freedom was a double-
edged sword. Biskind documents numerous accounts of clashes, highlighting the volatile
relationship between corporate interests and artistic integrity.

Influence of Counterculture on Film Themes

The infusion of countercultural values is evident in the themes explored during this
era—anti-establishment sentiments, existential questions, and a candid portrayal of sex
and drugs. Films like Easy Rider, The Last Picture Show, and Midnight Cowboy not only
mirrored the societal zeitgeist but also challenged censorship norms, contributing to the
eventual establishment of the MPAA rating system. Biskind’s narrative underscores how
the rock ‘n’ roll lifestyle was not mere hedonism but a crucible for creative expression.

Stylistic Innovations and Narrative
Experimentation

Beyond thematic shifts, this generation introduced stylistic and technical innovations that
reinvigorated Hollywood storytelling. The use of handheld cameras, location shooting,
non-linear narratives, and ambiguous endings became hallmarks of New Hollywood
cinema. Biskind’s detailed accounts reveal how such choices were often inspired by
European auteurs and the burgeoning independent film scene, creating a hybrid style that
was distinctly American yet globally resonant.



Case Study: The Making of Apocalypse Now

Biskind dedicates significant attention to the making of Apocalypse Now, a project that
epitomizes the excesses and artistic ambition of this generation. The film’s troubled
production history—marked by budget overruns, natural disasters, and personal
conflicts—serves as a microcosm of New Hollywood’s volatile yet fertile creative
environment. By examining this case, readers gain insight into the complex interplay of
vision, madness, and commerce that defined the era.

Pros and Cons: Evaluating the Legacy

While easy riders raging bulls how the sex drugs and rock n roll generation saved
hollywood by peter biskind april 4 1999 celebrates the creative explosion of the era, it also
critically assesses its shortcomings. The unrestrained lifestyles of many directors led to
excesses that sometimes compromised productivity and professionalism. The book does
not shy away from exposing the egos, substance abuse, and interpersonal conflicts that
plagued the movement.

e Pros: Artistic freedom, innovative storytelling, cultural relevance, revitalization of
Hollywood’s global stature.

e Cons: Financial mismanagement, erratic productions, personal excesses, eventual
decline as the studio system reasserted control.

This balanced perspective offers a nuanced understanding of how the sex, drugs, and rock
‘n’ roll generation was both a boon and a burden for Hollywood.

Biskind’s Methodology and Narrative Style

Peter Biskind’s investigative journalism background informs the book’s detailed and
engaging narrative. Drawing from extensive interviews, archival research, and insider
accounts, his prose combines journalistic rigor with storytelling flair. This approach
provides readers not only with factual history but also with vivid portraits of the
personalities who shaped this cinematic revolution.

The use of direct quotes and behind-the-scenes anecdotes enriches the text, making it
accessible to both cinephiles and general audiences interested in cultural history.
Moreover, the book’s publication date—April 4, 1999—positions it as a reflective work,
looking back at a pivotal era with the clarity afforded by hindsight.



Impact on Contemporary Cinema and Culture

The influence of the New Hollywood generation continues to resonate in today’s film
industry. Many contemporary directors cite Biskind’s subjects as inspirations, and the
era’s films remain touchstones for innovation and authenticity. easy riders raging bulls
how the sex drugs and rock n roll generation saved hollywood by peter biskind april 4
1999 thus serves as both a historical document and a source of ongoing dialogue about
creativity, risk-taking, and the evolving relationship between art and commerce in cinema.

In tracing the arc from the counterculture’s emergence to its institutionalization within
Hollywood, Biskind offers a comprehensive analysis of a decade that reshaped the film
landscape forever. The book remains essential reading for anyone seeking to understand
how a generation defined by rebellion and excess ultimately saved a faltering industry by
daring to tell new stories in new ways.
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