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**Dr Who The Power of the Daleks: A Landmark in Doctor Who History**

dr who the power of the daleks holds a special place in the hearts of many
Doctor Who fans, not only because it marked the debut of the Second Doctor,
played by Patrick Troughton, but also due to its intricate plot and the
chilling portrayal of one of the Doctor’s most iconic adversaries—the Daleks.
This serial, first broadcast in 1966, represents a pivotal moment in the
long-running British sci-fi series, blending suspense, drama, and the
timeless battle between good and evil. Let’s dive deeper into what makes *The
Power of the Daleks* such a fascinating chapter in Doctor Who lore.

The Historical Context of The Power of the
Daleks

When *The Power of the Daleks* aired, Doctor Who was already a beloved show
with a strong fanbase. The introduction of a new Doctor was always a risky
move, and the transition from William Hartnell to Patrick Troughton was no
exception. This serial was crucial in establishing the Second Doctor’s
character and ensuring the show's continued success.

The Significance of the Second Doctor's Debut

Patrick Troughton’s portrayal brought a fresh energy and a distinct
personality to the Doctor. Unlike Hartnell’s more authoritative and
grandfatherly figure, Troughton introduced a more playful, whimsical, and
sometimes mysterious Doctor. *The Power of the Daleks* cleverly uses the
tension and uncertainty of the Dalek threat to showcase Troughton’s acting
range, from moments of vulnerability to cleverness and courage.

Why The Daleks Matter

The Daleks are arguably the most enduring villains in the Doctor Who
universe. Created by writer Terry Nation and designer Raymond Cusick, these
mutant creatures inside armored shells have terrified audiences since their
first appearance in 1963. *The Power of the Daleks* was the first serial to
feature them after the First Doctor’s era, reinforcing their menace and
introducing new layers to their characterization.



Plot Overview of Dr Who The Power of the Daleks

Set on the planet Vulcan, the story begins with the Doctor’s companions
discovering a group of settlers who have been attacked by the Daleks. The
Daleks themselves are initially deactivated, leading the settlers to believe
they are safe. However, the Doctor suspects something is amiss.

As the Daleks awaken, their influence spreads rapidly. The settlers’ distrust
grows, and the Daleks manipulate their victims with cunning psychological
tactics. The serial explores themes of trust, power, and the dangers of
underestimating evil. The Doctor’s struggle to stop the Daleks before they
regain full control forms the heart of the narrative.

Key Characters and Their Roles

- **The Doctor (Patrick Troughton):** Newly regenerated and still finding his
footing, the Doctor is both clever and compassionate. His interactions with
the settlers and his strategies against the Daleks highlight his
resourcefulness.
- **Ben Jackson and Polly:** The companions provide human perspectives and
emotional depth, often acting as the Doctor’s moral compass.
- **The Daleks:** More than just monsters, they are portrayed as manipulative
and calculating antagonists, using fear as a weapon.

Production Challenges and Innovations

One of the fascinating aspects of *The Power of the Daleks* is its production
history. Unfortunately, all six episodes were lost due to the BBC’s archival
policies at the time, meaning no original video recordings survive. However,
audio recordings, photographs (tele-snaps), and fan reconstructions have kept
the story alive.

Reconstruction and Legacy

Thanks to dedicated fans and modern technology, animated versions of *The
Power of the Daleks* have been produced, allowing new generations to
experience this classic serial. These reconstructions use the original audio
and carefully recreated visuals to honor the story’s legacy.

Innovative Storytelling Techniques

The serial is notable for its tense atmosphere and psychological depth.



Unlike previous Dalek stories that focused on direct confrontations, this
narrative emphasizes subtle manipulation and the insidious nature of the
Dalek threat. The use of suspense and character-driven drama set a new
standard for Doctor Who storytelling.

Why Dr Who The Power of the Daleks Still
Resonates Today

Even decades after its original broadcast, *The Power of the Daleks* remains
relevant for several reasons. It captures the essence of Doctor Who’s ability
to blend science fiction with human drama and moral questions.

The Enduring Appeal of the Daleks

The Daleks continue to be a symbol of unrelenting evil, and this serial
deepens their mystique by showing them as more than just killing
machines—they are strategic, manipulative, and terrifyingly intelligent. This
portrayal has influenced countless Dalek appearances in later episodes and
spin-offs.

Introducing Regeneration to a Wider Audience

*The Power of the Daleks* helped cement the concept of regeneration as a
clever narrative device, allowing the show to continue with new actors in the
lead role. This innovation has been key to the longevity of Doctor Who,
inspiring many fans and writers alike.

Tips for Watching Dr Who The Power of the
Daleks Today

If you’re a new or returning Doctor Who fan, watching *The Power of the
Daleks* can be a bit tricky due to the missing episodes. Here are some ways
to experience this classic serial:

Animated Reconstruction: The fully animated version combines original
audio with new visuals, providing an immersive experience close to the
original broadcast.

Audio Dramas and Scripts: Listening to the original audio recordings or
reading the published scripts can offer a unique appreciation of the



story’s dialogue and pacing.

Documentaries and Commentary: Many documentaries explore the history and
impact of this serial, giving context and behind-the-scenes insights.

Understanding the Serial’s Place in Doctor Who
History

Approach *The Power of the Daleks* not just as an isolated story but as a
bridge between the First and Second Doctors. Recognize its role in shaping
future Doctor Who narratives and appreciate the performances and production
work that have kept the serial alive in fan memory.

Exploring The Power of the Daleks Through Fan
Culture

The fandom surrounding Doctor Who has always been vibrant and creative, and
*The Power of the Daleks* is no exception. From fan fiction to artwork, this
serial has inspired a wealth of creative output.

Fan Theories and Interpretations

Many fans analyze the psychological tactics used by the Daleks in this story,
drawing parallels to real-world themes of propaganda and control. The Second
Doctor’s playful yet serious demeanor has also prompted discussions about how
his personality contrasts with other incarnations.

Collectibles and Memorabilia

For collectors, *The Power of the Daleks* holds special value. From vintage
Dalek toys inspired by the serial’s design to rare audio recordings and
script copies, these items celebrate the serial’s rich legacy.

---

Whether you’re a seasoned Whovian or a newcomer curious about the show’s
origins, *dr who the power of the daleks* offers a fascinating glimpse into
the evolution of one of science fiction’s most enduring series. Its
combination of intense storytelling, iconic villains, and pioneering
television techniques ensures it will remain a beloved part of Doctor Who



history for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Doctor Who: The Power of the Daleks'?
'The Power of the Daleks' is a 1966 serial from the British science fiction
television series Doctor Who, featuring the Second Doctor, played by Patrick
Troughton.

Why is 'The Power of the Daleks' significant in
Doctor Who history?
It marks the first full serial featuring Patrick Troughton as the Second
Doctor, establishing his portrayal and setting the tone for future
regenerations.

Are there any surviving episodes of 'The Power of
the Daleks'?
No complete episodes survive in the BBC archives; all six episodes are
missing, but audio recordings and some clips remain.

How was 'The Power of the Daleks' reconstructed for
modern audiences?
The story has been reconstructed using surviving audio, telesnaps, animated
sequences, and novelizations to recreate the episodes.

What is the plot of 'The Power of the Daleks'?
The Doctor and his companions arrive on the planet Vulcan to help establish a
colony, but they encounter the Daleks, who have been dormant and are secretly
rebuilding their power.

Who were the main characters alongside the Second
Doctor in this serial?
Companions Ben Jackson and Polly, played by Michael Craze and Anneke Wills,
accompany the Doctor in this story.

What themes does 'The Power of the Daleks' explore?
It explores themes of trust, deception, and the dangers of underestimating an
enemy, particularly through the Daleks' manipulation of the colonists.



Has 'The Power of the Daleks' been released on home
media?
Yes, it has been released as an animated DVD and Blu-ray, combining original
audio with new animation to bring the story to life.

Who wrote 'The Power of the Daleks'?
The serial was written by David Whitaker, one of the original script editors
and writers for Doctor Who.

What impact did 'The Power of the Daleks' have on
the portrayal of the Daleks?
It reinforced the Daleks as formidable villains and demonstrated their
cunning and resilience, influencing their depiction in subsequent Doctor Who
stories.

Additional Resources
Dr Who The Power of the Daleks: A Landmark in Sci-Fi Television History

dr who the power of the daleks holds a significant place in the annals of
British science fiction television, marking a pivotal moment in the long-
running series Doctor Who. Originally broadcast in 1966 as the first serial
to feature Patrick Troughton as the Second Doctor, this six-episode story arc
revitalized the series while reintroducing one of its most iconic
adversaries—the Daleks. As a cornerstone of the Doctor Who mythos, The Power
of the Daleks has garnered attention from critics, historians, and fans alike
for its narrative depth, production challenges, and enduring influence.

Contextualizing The Power of the Daleks within
Doctor Who History

Emerging in the mid-1960s, Doctor Who was still establishing its identity and
tone. The transition from William Hartnell’s First Doctor to Patrick
Troughton’s Second Doctor was a risky venture for the BBC, as the concept of
regeneration was novel and untested on screen. The Power of the Daleks was
the inaugural serial to showcase this transformation, setting a precedent for
future incarnations of the Doctor. Moreover, this story marked the Daleks’
return after a hiatus, rejuvenating the series’ antagonistic landscape.

The narrative unfolds on the planet Vulcan, where human colonists face the
ominous threat of the Daleks’ resurgence. The plot expertly balances suspense
with character development, allowing the Second Doctor to establish his



unique personality traits—more playful, enigmatic, and resourceful compared
to his predecessor. This serial not only reintroduced the Daleks but also
explored themes of trust, manipulation, and the perils of technological
hubris.

Production Insights and Challenges

Behind the Scenes of a Lost Classic

One of the most intriguing aspects of The Power of the Daleks is its status
as a “lost” serial for many years. The original videotapes were wiped by the
BBC in the late 1960s, a common practice at the time due to storage
limitations. For decades, fans only had access to audio recordings,
telesnaps, and scripts to piece together the story. It wasn’t until 2012 that
all six episodes were recovered in Nigeria, allowing for a complete
restoration and re-release.

The production itself was ambitious. Utilizing the limitations of 1960s
television technology, the team constructed intricate Dalek props and
employed innovative special effects for the era. The serial’s direction by
Derek Martinus and the script by David Whitaker emphasized atmospheric
tension and moral ambiguity, distinguishing it from earlier, more
straightforward episodes.

Performance and Direction

Patrick Troughton’s portrayal of the Doctor in The Power of the Daleks was
groundbreaking. His ability to blend whimsy with gravitas breathed new life
into the character, setting a template for future actors. The supporting
cast, including notable performances by Philip Madoc and Peter Purves,
contributed to the serial’s depth. The direction managed to maintain suspense
across episodes, employing tight pacing and effective cliffhangers that kept
audiences engaged week after week.

Comparative Analysis: The Power of the Daleks
vs. Other Dalek Stories

The Daleks have been a recurring element in Doctor Who, but The Power of the
Daleks stands out for several reasons. Unlike their initial appearance in
1963’s “The Daleks,” this serial presents them as more cunning and
manipulative, capable of psychological warfare beyond brute force. The
story’s focus on deception—where the Daleks masquerade as benign machines to



infiltrate human society—adds layers of complexity absent in earlier
episodes.

From a production standpoint, The Power of the Daleks features more elaborate
set designs and improved Dalek models compared to previous serials. The
narrative tone is darker, reflecting the evolving nature of the series as it
matured. While the Daleks’ goal of galactic domination remains constant, the
human characters’ responses in this serial highlight themes of paranoia and
betrayal, making it a richer text for analysis.

Legacy and Influence on Modern Doctor Who

The Power of the Daleks has influenced numerous subsequent narratives within
the Doctor Who universe. Its introduction of regeneration as a plot device
has become fundamental to the show’s longevity, allowing it to reinvent
itself while maintaining continuity. The characterization of the Daleks as
more strategically dangerous has persisted, influencing episodes in the
revived series post-2005.

Moreover, the recovery and restoration of this serial have underscored the
importance of media preservation, inspiring efforts to locate and restore
other missing Doctor Who episodes. The Power of the Daleks serves as both a
historical artifact and a testament to the creative resilience of the series.

Features and Highlights of The Power of the
Daleks

Introduction of the Second Doctor: Patrick Troughton’s debut brought a
fresh dynamic to the series.

Daleks’ return: Reestablished the Daleks as the Doctor’s primary
antagonists.

Innovative narrative structure: Employed suspense and moral complexity
uncommon in 1960s sci-fi TV.

Production design: Notable improvements in Dalek models and set
construction.

Lost and found status: Entire serial lost for decades, enhancing its
mystique among fans.



Pros and Cons from a Critical Perspective

Pros:1.

Strong character development and introduction of a new Doctor
persona.

Complex portrayal of the Daleks, elevating them beyond mere
villains.

Engaging suspense and cliffhangers maintain dramatic tension.

Significant contribution to the series’ mythology.

Cons:2.

Production limitations show in some special effects and set pieces
by modern standards.

Original broadcast pacing may feel slow to contemporary viewers
accustomed to faster narratives.

Dialogue occasionally reflects 1960s sci-fi clichés.

The enduring appeal of The Power of the Daleks lies in its blend of narrative
innovation, character evolution, and the reintroduction of one of science
fiction’s most memorable antagonists. Its discovery and restoration have
allowed new generations to experience a foundational chapter in Doctor Who’s
extensive history, reaffirming the serial’s status as a classic and a
milestone in television storytelling.
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