POLITICS DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA

PoLiTics DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA: REFORM, CHANGE, AND THE FIGHT FOR DEMOCRACY

POLITICS DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA WAS A FASCINATING AND TRANSFORMATIVE PERIOD IN AMERICAN HISTORY, STRETCHING
ROUGHLY FROM THE 1890s To THE 1920s. THIS ERA WAS CHARACTERIZED BY WIDESPREAD SOCIAL ACTIVISM AND POLITICAL
REFORM AIMED AT ADDRESSING THE PROBLEMS BROUGHT ON BY INDUSTRIALIZATION, URBANIZATION, AND CORRUPTION. THE
PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT SOUGHT TO MAKE GOVERNMENT MORE RESPONSIVE TO THE NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE WHILE CURBING THE
EXCESSES OF BIG BUSINESS AND POLITICAL MACHINES THAT DOMINATED THE LATE 19TH CENTURY. UNDERSTANDING THE
POLITICS DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA OFFERS VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO HOW MODERN AMERICAN DEMOCRACY EVOLVED AND
THE ROOTS OF MANY POLICIES WE SEE TODAY.

THe CONTEXT OF PROGRESSIVE PoLITICS

BEFORE DIVING INTO THE POLITICS OF THE PROGRESSIVE ERA/ IT’S IMPORTANT TO GRASP THE CONTEXT THAT SHAPED THIS
MOVEMENT. THE UNITED STATES WAS UNDERGOING RAPID CHANGE——INDUSTRIES LIKE STEEL, OIL, AND RAILROADS HAD GROWN
EXPONENTIALLY, CREATING WEALTH BUT ALSO DEEP SOCIAL INEQUALITIES. CITIES WERE SWELLING WITH IMMIGRANTS AND
RURAL MIGRANTS, OFTEN LIVING IN CROWDED, UNSANITARY CONDITIONS. POLITICAL CORRUPTION WAS RAMPANT, WITH PARTY
BOSSES AND MONOPOLISTIC CORPORATIONS WIELDING ENORMOUS INFLUENCE OVER GOVERNMENT DECISIONS.

THIS PERIOD OF UPHEAVAL SPARKED A BROAD CALL FOR REFORM. PROGRESSIVES, WHO CAME FROM VARIOUS BACKGROUNDS
INCLUDING MIDDLE-CLASS PROFESSIONALS, JOURNALISTS, AND POLITICIANS, UNITED AROUND THE IDEA THAT GOVERNMENT
SHOULD PLAY A MORE ACTIVE ROLE IN PROMOTING SOCIAL JUSTICE, ECONOMIC FAIRNESS, AND POLITICAL ACCOUNTABILITY.

Key PoLiTicAL REFORMS OF THE PROGRESSIVE ERA

POLITICS DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA WAS MARKED BY A SERIES OF REFORMS DESIGNED TO DEMOCRATIZE GOVERNMENT AND
LIMIT CORPORATE POWER. | HESE REFORMS FUNDAMENTALLY CHANGED HOW AMERICANS INTERACTED WITH THEIR POLITICAL
SYSTEM.

ExPANDING DEMOCRACY AND VOTER PARTICIPATION

ONE OF THE HALLMARK FEATURES OF PROGRESSIVE POLITICS WAS THE PUSH TO MAKE GOVERNMENT MORE DEMOCRATIC.
PROGRESSIVES BELIEVED THAT ORDINARY CITIZENS SHOULD HAVE A GREATER VOICE IN THE POLITICAL PROCESS, RATHER THAN
LEAVING DECISIONS TO POLITICAL ELITES OR CORRUPT PARTY MACHINES. TO ACHIEVE THIS, SEVERAL IMPORTANT REFORMS WERE
INTRODUCED:

¢ DIRECT PRIMARY ELECTIONS: INSTEAD OF PARTY LEADERS SELECTING CANDIDATES, VOTERS WERE GIVEN THE POWER TO
CHOOSE NOMINEES THROUGH PRIMARY ELECTIONS. THIS REDUCED THE INFLUENCE OF PARTY BOSSES AND INCREASED VOTER
PARTICIPATION.

* INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM, AND RECALL: THESE MECHANISMS ALLOWED CITIZENS TO PROPOSE LAWS (INITIATIVE),
APPROVE OR REJECT LEGISLATION (REFERENDUM), AND REMOVE ELECTED OFFICIALS FROM OFFICE BEFORE THEIR TERMS
ENDED (RECALL). THESE TOOLS EMPOWERED VOTERS TO HOLD POLITICIANS ACCOUNTABLE DIRECTLY.

o 17TH AMENDMENT (1913): THIS CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ESTABLISHED THE DIRECT ELECTION OF U.S. SENATORS
BY THE PEOPLE, RATHER THAN SELECTION BY STATE LEGISLATURES, FURTHER DEMOCRATIZING THE POLITICAL SYSTEM.



CoMBATING CORRUPTION AND POLITICAL MACHINES

POLITICAL CORRUPTION WAS A SIGNIFICANT CONCERN DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA. PARTY MACHINES LIKE NEW Y ORK’S
TAMMANY HALL CONTROLLED LOCAL POLITICS THROUGH PATRONAGE AND BRIBERY, OFTEN IGNORING THE NEEDS OF THE GENERAL
PUBLIC. PROGRESSIVES SOUGHT TO DISMANTLE THESE SYSTEMS THROUGH REFORMS SUCH AS:

e CiviL SERVICE REFORM: EXPANDING THE MERIT-BASED SYSTEM FOR GOVERNMENT JOBS REDUCED THE POWER OF
PATRONAGE AND HELPED PROFESSIONALIZE GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION.

o CAMPAIGN FINANCE REGULATIONS: EFFORTS WERE MADE TO LIMIT THE INFLUENCE OF WEALTHY BUSINESS INTERESTS ON
ELECTIONS, INCLUDING EARLY LAWS AIMED AT REGULATING CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS.

REGULATING BIG BUSINESS AND PROMOTING ECONOMIC FAIRNESS

A MAJOR THEME IN THE POLITICS DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA WAS THE FIGHT AGAINST MONOPOLIES AND UNFAIR BUSINESS
PRACTICES. PROGRESSIVES BELIEVED THAT UNCHECKED CORPORATE POWER THREATENED DEMOCRACY AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE.
THEY CHAMPIONED LEGISLATION SUCH AS:

¢ ANTITRUST LAWS: BUILDING ON THE SHERMAN ANTITRUST ACT ofF 1890, PROGRESSIVES PUSHED FOR STRONGER
ENFORCEMENT TO BREAK UP MONOPOLIES AND RESTORE COMPETITIVE MARKETS.

¢ CONSUMER PROTECTION LAWS: RECOGNIZING THE DANGERS POSED BY UNSAFE PRODUCTS AND DECEPTIVE ADVERTISING,
PROGRESSIVES HELPED PASS LAWS LIKE THE PURE Foob aND DruG AcT (1906) AND THE MEAT INSPECTION ACT

(1906).

o LABOR REFORMS: EFFORTS TO IMPROVE WORKING CONDITIONS, LIMIT CHILD LABOR, AND ESTABLISH MINIMUM W AGES
WERE CENTRAL TO PROGRESSIVE POLITICS.

INFLUENTIAL PROGRESSIVE LEADERS AND THEIR IMPACT

POLITICS DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA WAS SHAPED BY A DIVERSE GROUP OF LEADERS WHO BROUGHT DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES
BUT SHARED A COMMITMENT TO REFORM.

THEODORE ROOSEVELT: THE TRUST-BUSTING PRESIDENT

ONE OF THE ERA’S MOST PROMINENT FIGURES, THEODORE ROOSEVELTI EMBODIED THE PROGRESSIVE SPIRIT WITH HIS “SQUARE
DEAL” AGENDA. ROOSEVELT AGGRESSIVELY USED THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT’S POWER TO REGULATE CORPORATIONS,
FAMOUSLY BREAKING UP TRUSTS LIKE THE NORTHERN SECURITIES COMPANY. HE ALSO CHAMPIONED CONSERVATION EFFORTS AND
CONSUMER PROTECTIONS, MAKING THE PRESIDENCY A MORE ACTIVE FORCE FOR REFORM.

W oobrow WILSON AND NEw FREEDOM

W/ILSON, WHO SUCCEEDED ROOSEVELT, CONTINUED PROGRESSIVE REFORMS WITH HIS “NEw FREEDOM™ PLATFORM. HIS
ADMINISTRATION PASSED SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATION INCLUDING THE FEDERAL RESERVE ACT, WHICH REFORMED BANKING, AND THE



CLAYTON ANTITRUST ACT/ WHICH STRENGTHENED ANTITRUST LAWS. WILSON ALSO SUPPORTED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION TO MONITOR UNFAIR BUSINESS PRACTICES.

JANE ADDAMS AND GRASSROOTS ACTIVISM

W/HILE POLITICIANS PLAYED KEY ROLES, GRASSROOTS ACTIVISTS LIKEJANE ADDAMS BROUGHT ATTENTION TO SOCIAL ISSUES
SUCH AS POVERTY, IMMIGRATION, AND WOMEN’S RIGHTS. ADDAMS’ WORK WITH SETTLEMENT HOUSES AND HER ADVOCACY FOR
WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE HELPED CONNECT PROGRESSIVE POLITICS TO EVERYDAY PEOPLE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE CAUSES.

THE RoLE oF MepIA AND PugLIC OPINION IN PROGRESSIVE PoLITICS

JOURNALISTS, KNOWN AS MUCKRAKERS, WERE VITAL TO THE POLITICS DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA. THROUGH INVESTIGATIVE
REPORTING, THEY EXPOSED CORRUPTION, CORPORATE ABUSES, AND SOCIAL INJUSTICES, FUELING PUBLIC DEMAND FOR REFORM.
PuBLICATIONS LIKE MCCLURE’S MAGAZINE BROUGHT ISSUES SUCH AS CHILD LABOR, UNSAFE WORKING CONDITIONS, AND
POLITICAL GRAFT INTO THE NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT.

THE GROWING INFLUENCE OF MEDIA HELPED SHAPE PUBLIC OPINION AND PRESSURED POLITICIANS TO ACT. THIS ERA ALSO SAW
THE RISE OF POLITICAL CARTOONS AND SPEECHES THAT HELPED COMMUNICATE PROGRESSIVE IDEAS TO A BROADER AUDIENCE.

CHALLENGES AND LIMITATIONS OF PROGRESSIVE POLITICS

DESPITE MANY SUCCESSES, POLITICS DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA WAS NOT WITHOUT ITS CONTRADICTIONS AND LIMITATIONS.
W/HILE PROGRESSIVES ACHIEVED REFORMS THAT EXPANDED DEMOCRACY AND REGULATED BUSINESS, SOME GROUPS WERE LEFT
BEHIND.

FOR INSTANCE, MANY PROGRESSIVES SUPPORTED SEGREGATION AND DID LITTLE TO ADVANCE CIVIL RIGHTS FOR AFRICAN
AMERICANS. ADDITIONALLY, WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE WAS A CONTENTIOUS ISSUE FOR MUCH OF THE ERA, ONLY CULMINATING IN THE
19TH AMENDMENT’S RATIFICATION IN 1920 AFTER YEARS OF ACTIVISM.

ECONOMIC REFORMS OFTEN FAVORED MIDDLE-CLASS INTERESTS, AND THE ERA’S ZEAL FOR EFFICIENCY SOMETIMES LED TO
BUREAUCRATIC RIGIDITY. NONETHELESS, THE PROGRESSIVE ERA LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR MANY MODERN POLICIES AND
INSTITUTIONS.

LeGACY oF PoLiTics DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA

THE POLITICS DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA FUNDAMENTALLY RESHAPED AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND SOCIETY. |T EXPANDED
DEMOCRATIC PARTICIPATION, CURTAILED CORPORATE ABUSES, AND ESTABLISHED A PRECEDENT FOR FEDERAL INTERVENTION IN
THE ECONOMY AND SOCIAL WELFARE. MANY REFORMS INITIATED DURING THIS PERIOD CONTINUE TO INFLUENCE POLITICAL
DISCOURSE AND POLICY~-MAKING TODAY.

UNDERSTANDING THIS ERA HELPS US APPRECIATE THE ONGOING STRUGGLE TO BALANCE POWER BETWEEN CITIZENS, GOVERNMENT,
AND BUSINESS—A DYNAMIC THAT REMAINS CENTRAL TO AMERICAN POLITICS.

AS WE REFLECT ON POLITICS DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA, IT BECOMES CLEAR THAT THE MOVEMENT’S EMPHASIS ON REFORM,
ACCOUNTABILITY, AND JUSTICE STILL RESONATES IN CONTEMPORARY DEBATES OVER GOVERNANCE AND DEMOCRACY. THE
LESSONS FROM THIS PERIOD REMIND US THAT POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT AND PUBLIC PRESSURE ARE ESSENTIAL TO CREATING A
GOVERNMENT THAT TRULY SERVES ITS PEOPLE.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\W/HAT WERE THE KEY POLITICAL GOALS OF THE PROGRESSIVE ERAP

THE PROGRESSIVE ERA AIMED TO ADDRESS PROBLEMS CAUSED BY INDUSTRIALIZATION, URBANIZATION, AND CORRUPTION. Kevy
GOALS INCLUDED PROMOTING GOVERNMENT REFORM, REDUCING CORRUPTION, IMPROVING LABOR CONDITIONS, REGULATING
MONOPOLIES, AND EXPANDING DEMOCRACY THROUGH MEASURES LIKE DIRECT PRIMARIES AND THE INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM, AND
RECALL.

How pID THE PROGRESSIVE ERA IMPACT POLITICAL CORRUPTION?

THE PROGRESSIVE ERA SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCED POLITICAL CORRUPTION BY INTRODUCING REFORMS SUCH AS THE PENDLETON
CIvIL SERVICE ACT, WHICH ESTABLISHED MERIT-BASED HIRING, AND BY PROMOTING TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY IN
GOVERNMENT. REFORMERS ALSO FOUGHT AGAINST POLITICAL MACHINES AND PATRONAGE SYSTEMS.

\W/HO WERE SOME PROMINENT POLITICAL LEADERS DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERAP

PROMINENT POLITICAL LEADERS INCLUDED THEODORE ROOSEVELT, W oobrow W/ILSON, ROBERT M. LA FOLLETTE, AND
WiLLIAM HOWARD T AFT. THESE FIGURES CHAMPIONED VARIOUS PROGRESSIVE REFORMS AT THE LOCAL, STATE, AND NATIONAL
LEVELS.

\W/HAT ROLE DID THE PROGRESSIVE ERA PLAY IN EXPANDING DEMOCRACY IN THE UNITED
STATES?

THE PROGRESSIVE ERA EXPANDED DEMOCRACY BY INSTITUTING REFORMS SUCH AS THE DIRECT ELECTION OF SENATORS (] 7TH
AMENDMENT), WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE (-|QTH AMENDMENT), AND MECHANISMS LIKE INITIATIVES, REFERENDUMS, AND RECALLS THAT
GAVE CITIZENS MORE DIRECT CONTROL OVER LEGISLATION AND ELECTED OFFICIALS.

How DID THE PROGRESSIVE ERA ADDRESS ISSUES RELATED TO MONOPOLIES AND BIG
BUSINESSES?

PROGRESSIVE REFORMERS SOUGHT TO REGULATE MONOPOLIES AND BIG BUSINESSES THROUGH ANTITRUST LAWS LIKE THE
SHERMAN ANTITRUST ACT AND THE CLAYTON ANTITRUST ACT. PRESIDENTS LIKE THEODORE ROOSEVELT USED THE
GOVERNMENT’S POWER TO BREAK UP TRUSTS AND PROMOTE FAIR COMPETITION.

\WHAT WERE SOME IMPORTANT POLITICAL REFORMS INTRODUCED AT THE STATE LEVEL
DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERAP

STATE-LEVEL REFORMS INCLUDED THE INTRODUCTION OF PRIMARY ELECTIONS TO REDUCE PARTY BOSSES’ POWER, THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF WORKERS COMPENSATION LAWS, REGULATION OF UTILITIES, AND THE PASSAGE OF LAWS IMPROVING LABOR
CONDITIONS. \X/ISCONSIN, UNDER ROBERT LA FOLLETTE, BECAME A MODEL FOR PROGRESSIVE STATE GOVERNANCE.

How DID THE PROGRESSIVE ERA INFLUENCE THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENS?

THE PROGRESSIVE ERA EXPANDED THE ROLE OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN CITIZENS’ LIVES BY INCREASING REGULATION OF

BUSINESS, IMPROVING PUBLIC WELFARE, AND PROMOTING SOCIAL JUSTICE. [T EMPHASIZED GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY AND
RESPONSIVENESS TO THE NEEDS OF ORDINARY PEOPLE, SETTING THE STAGE FOR FUTURE FEDERAL REFORMS.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

PoLITics DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA: AN ANALYTICAL REVIEW

POLITICS DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA MARKED A TRANSFORMATIVE PERIOD IN AMERICAN HISTORY, CHARACTERIZED BY
WIDESPREAD SOCIAL ACTIVISM AND POLITICAL REFORM THAT AIMED TO ADDRESS THE CHALLENGES BROUGHT ON BY RAPID
INDUSTRIALIZATION, URBANIZATION, AND ECONOMIC DISPARITY. SPANNING ROUGHLY FROM THE 1890s To THE 1920s, THIS
ERA WITNESSED SIGNIFICANT SHIFTS IN POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES, GOVERNMENT POLICIES, AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION THAT
RESHAPED THE GOVERNANCE LANDSCAPE OF THE UNITED STATES.

THe PoLiTicAL LANDSCAPE OF THE PROGRESSIVE ERA

THE PROGRESSIVE ERA EMERGED AS A REACTION TO THE EXCESSES OF THE GILDED AGE/ DURING WHICH UNREGULATED
CAPITALISM, POLITICAL CORRUPTION, AND SOCIAL INJUSTICES WERE RAMPANT. POLITICS DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA
FOCUSED ON CURBING THE POWER OF LARGE CORPORATIONS, IMPROVING WORKING CONDITIONS, AND EXPANDING DEMOCRATIC
PARTICIPATION. THIS PERIOD WAS MARKED BY A GROWING BELIEF IN THE ABILITY OF GOVERNMENT TO ACT AS A TOOL FOR
SOCIAL BETTERMENT RATHER THAN MERELY SERVING ELITE INTERESTS.

PoLiTicAL REFORMERS, OFTEN REFERRED TO AS PROGRESSIVES, WERE A DIVERSE GROUP THAT INCLUDED MIDDLE-CLASS CITIZENS,
JOURNALISTS (MUCKRAKERS), ACADEMICS, AND POLITICIANS. THEY ADVOCATED FOR A MORE EFFICIENT AND TRANSPARENT
GOVERNMENT, PROMOTING POLICIES THAT WOULD REDUCE CORRUPTION AND INCREASE ACCOUNTABILITY. AT THE SAME TIME,
THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT WAS NOT MONOLITHIC; IT ENCOMPASSED A RANGE OF VIEWS FROM MODERATE REFORMERS TO MORE
RADICAL ACTIVISTS WHO SOUGHT DEEPER SOCIETAL CHANGES.

Key PoLITiICAL REFORMS AND LEGISLATION

A DEFINING FEATURE OF POLITICS DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA WAS THE INTRODUCTION OF REFORMS DESIGNED TO
DEMOCRATIZE POLITICAL PROCESSES AND REDUCE THE INFLUENCE OF POLITICAL MACHINES AND CORPORATE MONOPOLIES. AMONG
THE MOST SIGNIFICANT REFORMS \WERE:

o DIReCT PRIMARY ELECTIONS: THESE ALLOWED PARTY MEMBERS TO VOTE DIRECTLY FOR CANDIDATES, WEAKENING THE
CONTROL OF PARTY BOSSES AND POLITICAL MACHINES.

¢ INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM, AND RECALL: THESE MECHANISMS EMPOWERED CITIZENS TO PROPOSE AND VOTE ON LEGISLATION
DIRECTLY, AS WELL AS REMOVE ELECTED OFFICIALS BEFORE THE END OF THEIR TERMS.

® 177TH AMENDMENT (19 13): THIS AMENDMENT ESTABLISHED THE DIRECT ELECTION OF U.S. SENATORS, FURTHER
DEMOCRATIZING THE POLITICAL SYSTEM PREVIOUSLY DOMINATED BY STATE LEGISLATURES.

* REGULATION oF CORPORATIONS: THE ERA SAW LANDMARK LEGISLATION SUCH AS THE SHERMAN ANTITRUST ACT
ENFORCEMENT AND THE CLAYTON ANTITRUST ACT, TARGETING MONOPOLISTIC PRACTICES AND PROMOTING FAIR
COMPETITION.

* LABOR LAWS: REFORMS INCLUDED CHILD LABOR RESTRICTIONS, WORKPLACE SAFETY REGULATIONS, AND THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF AN EIGHT-HOUR WORKDAY IN SOME SECTORS.

THESE REFORMS REFLECTED A GROWING CONSENSUS THAT GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION WAS NECESSARY TO PROTECT THE
PUBLIC INTEREST AND PROMOTE SOCIAL JUSTICE.



THE RoLE oF PoLITICAL FIGURES AND MOVEMENTS

POLITICS DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA WAS SHAPED SIGNIFICANTLY BY PROMINENT LEADERS WHO CHAMPIONED REFORM
AGENDAS. PRESIDENTS THEODORE ROOSEVELT, WiLLIAM HOWARD TAFT, AND W OODROW W ILSON EACH CONTRIBUTED
DISTINCTLY TO THE PROGRESSIVE CAUSE.

¢ THEODORE ROOSEVELT: KNOWN FOR HIS “SQUARE DEAL,” ROOSEVELT AGGRESSIVELY PURSUED ANTITRUST
LITIGATION, CONSERVATION EFFORTS, AND CONSUMER PROTECTIONS. HIS APPROACH EMBODIED THE PROGRESSIVE IDEAL
OF USING FEDERAL POWER TO REGULATE BIG BUSINESS AND PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT.

¢ WiLLIAM HowARD TAFT: ALTHOUGH LESS CHARISMATIC THAN ROOSEVELT, TAFT CONTINUED TRUST-BUSTING
EFFORTS AND SUPPORTED TARIFF REFORMS BUT FACED CRITICISM FROM PROGRESSIVE FACTIONS WITHIN HIS PARTY.

¢ Woobrow WILSON: WILSON’S “NEw FREEDOM™ PLATFORM EMPHASIZED TARIFF REDUCTION, BANKING REFORM, AND
ANTITRUST LEGISLATION, CULMINATING IN THE FEDERAL RESERVE ACT AND THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION’S
CREATION.

BEYOND INDIVIDUAL LEADERS, GRASSROOTS ORGANIZATIONS AND SOCIAL MOVEMENTS PLAYED A VITAL ROLE IN PUSHING
PROGRESSIVE POLITICS. W OMEN'S SUFFRAGE ADVOCATES, LABOR UNIONS, AND TEMPERANCE GROUPS EXERTED PRESSURE ON
LAWMAKERS TO ENACT REFORMS. THE SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT’S SUCCESS WITH THE 19TH AMENDMENT IN 1920 SIGNIFICANTLY
EXPANDED DEMOCRATIC PARTICIPATION.

ANALYZING THE IMPACT AND LIMITATIONS OF PROGRESSIVE POLITICS

THE POLITICAL CHANGES DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA HAD PROFOUND AND LASTING EFFECTS ON AMERICAN GOVERNANCE AND
SOCIETY. THE ERA’'S REFORMS LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR THE MODERN REGULATORY STATE AND EXPANDED THE ROLE OF
GOVERNMENT IN EVERYDAY LIFE. INCREASED VOTER PARTICIPATION AND DIRECT DEMOCRACY TOOLS ENHANCED PUBLIC
ENGAGEMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY.

HO\X/EVER/ IT IS ESSENTIAL TO CRITICALLY ASSESS THE LIMITATIONS AND CONTRADICTIONS WITHIN THE PROGRESSIVE
POLITICAL AGENDA. WHILE PROGRESSIVES SOUGHT TO PROMOTE SOCIAL JUSTICE, MANY FAILED TO ADDRESS RACIAL
INEQUALITIES ADEQUATELY.JIM CROW LAWS PERSISTED IN THE SOUTH, AND SEGREGATION POLICIES WERE LARGELY UNTOUCHED
BY MAINSTREAM PROGRESSIVE REFORMS. MOREOVER, SOME PROGRESSIVE POLICIES, SUCH AS IMMIGRATION RESTRICTIONS AND
EUGENICS-INSPIRED LEGISLATION, REFLECTED NATIVIST AND DISCRIMINATORY SENTIMENTS.

ADDITIONALLY, ALTHOUGH THE ERA EXPANDED GOVERNMENT OVERSIGHT AND REGULATION, IT ALSO SPARKED DEBATES ABOUT
THE PROPER SCOPE OF FEDERAL POWER—CHALLENGES THAT CONTINUE TO INFLUENCE AMERICAN POLITICAL DISCOURSE TODAY.

COoMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVES: PROGRESSIVE ERA PoLITICS VS. MODERN REFORM
MOVEMENTS

W/HEN COMPARING POLITICS DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA WITH CONTEMPORARY REFORM MOVEMENTS, SEVERAL PARALLELS
EMERGE!:

o ANTI-CORRUPTION EFFORTS: BOTH ERAS EMPHASIZE TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY IN GOVERNMENT, THOUGH
MODERN TECHNOLOGY OFFERS NEW TOOLS FOR OVERSIGHT.

® REGULATION OF BIG BUSINESS: JUST AS PROGRESSIVES TARGETED MONOPOLIES, TODAY’S DEBATES FOCUS ON TECH
GIANTS AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS.



o ExXPANSION OF DEMOCRATIC PARTICIPATION: THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY INTRODUCED DIRECT ELECTIONS AND VOTING
RIGHTS EXPANSIONS, MIRRORED TODAY BY EFFORTS TO INCREASE VOTER ACCESS AND CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM.

HO\X/EVER/ CURRENT MOVEMENTS ALSO GRAPPLE WITH MORE COMPLEX GLOBAL ISSUES, INCLUDING CLIMATE CHANGE AND DIGITAL
PRIVACY, REFLECTING THE EVOLUTION OF POLITICAL CHALLENGES SINCE THE PROGRESSIVE ERA.

THe LEGACY OF PoLITICcS DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA

THE LEGACY OF POLITICS DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA REMAINS EVIDENT IN THE STRUCTURES OF AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND
POLITICAL CULTURE. THE INSTITUTIONAL REFORMS OF THIS PERIOD ESTABLISHED PRECEDENTS FOR GOVERNMENT ACTIVISM IN
ECONOMIC REGULATION AND SOCIAL WELFARE. PROGRESSIVE ERA IDEALS CONTINUE TO INSPIRE DEBATES ABOUT THE BALANCE
BETWEEN INDIVIDUAL FREEDOMS AND COLLECTIVE RESPONSIBILITIES.

MOREOVER, THE ERA’S EMPHASIS ON SCIENTIFIC EXPERTISE AND DATA-DRIVEN POLICYMAKING SET A STANDARD FOR MODERN
GOVERNANCE. WHILE THE PROGRESSIVE ERA WAS NOT WITHOUT ITS FLAWS, ITS POLITICAL INNOVATIONS CONTRIBUTED
SIGNIFICANTLY TO SHAPING A MORE PARTICIPATORY AND RESPONSIVE DEMOCRACY.

THROUGH AN ANALYTICAL LENS, POLITICS DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA ILLUSTRATES THE COMPLEXITIES OF REFORM
MOVEMENTS—HOW THEY CAN SIMULTANEOUSLY ADVANCE SOCIAL JUSTICE AND FALL SHORT IN INCLUSIVITY. UNDERSTANDING
THIS NUANCED HISTORY IS ESSENTIAL FOR APPRECIATING BOTH THE ACHIEVEMENTS AND CHALLENGES INHERENT IN POLITICAL
TRANSFORMATION.
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