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Planting a Rainbow by Lois Ehlert: A Colorful Journey into Gardening and Art

planting a rainbow by lois ehlert is more than just a children’s book—it’s a
vibrant celebration of nature, color, and the joy of gardening. This beloved
picture book has captured the hearts of young readers, parents, and educators
alike, offering an engaging way to learn about flowers, seasons, and the
magic that happens when you plant seeds. Lois Ehlert’s unique blend of art
and education transforms the simple act of planting into a multisensory
experience that encourages creativity and curiosity.

If you’re unfamiliar with this classic, or if you’re looking for ways to
enhance your reading experience with children, this article will guide you
through the essence of Planting a Rainbow, its artistic style, educational
value, and tips for bringing its colorful garden to life in your own
backyard.

Discovering Planting a Rainbow by Lois Ehlert

Lois Ehlert is renowned for her distinctive collage illustrations and her
ability to introduce young readers to the natural world. In Planting a
Rainbow, she walks readers through the process of planting seeds that will
grow into a dazzling array of flowers, each representing a different color of
the rainbow. The book’s simple, rhythmic text paired with bold, bright images
makes it accessible and captivating for preschoolers and early elementary
children.

What sets this book apart is not just the story about gardening, but how it
visually teaches color recognition, sequencing, and the life cycle of plants.
The way Lois Ehlert arranges shapes and colors invites children to actively
participate, whether by naming flowers or imagining their own gardens.

Why Planting a Rainbow Stands Out

Unlike traditional gardening books that focus heavily on technical details,
Planting a Rainbow emphasizes the sensory and imaginative aspects of
gardening. It’s less about the scientific jargon and more about the
experience—the feel of soil, the anticipation of seeing sprouts, and the
delight in watching a garden bloom. Ehlert’s use of simple text and vibrant
illustrations also fosters early literacy and artistic appreciation.

Moreover, the book introduces themes of patience and nurturing, as children
learn that plants need time and care to grow. This subtle life lesson is
beautifully woven into the colorful narrative, making it a perfect read-aloud
choice for families and classrooms.

Artistic Elements and Educational Impact

One of the most captivating features of Planting a Rainbow by Lois Ehlert is
its artistic style. Ehlert’s collage technique involves cutting and layering



colored paper to create flowers, leaves, and garden scenes. This tactile
approach to illustration complements the gardening theme beautifully, as it
mimics the layering and growth found in nature.

Using Color as a Learning Tool

The book’s focus on colors is not accidental. Each page introduces a new set
of flowers in a specific color group, gradually moving through the spectrum
of the rainbow. This method helps children associate colors with real
objects—red tulips, yellow daffodils, purple irises—which enhances both their
vocabulary and color recognition skills.

The vivid and contrasting colors also stimulate young minds and hold their
attention, which is crucial when introducing early educational concepts.
Parents and teachers can use the book as a springboard for activities like
color sorting, matching games, or even art projects inspired by the flowers.

Encouraging Hands-on Learning

Planting a Rainbow naturally inspires kids to get their hands dirty by
planting their own gardens. The book can serve as a foundation for
interactive lessons on plant biology, seasons, and ecology. For example,
after reading, children might plant seeds in small containers, observe the
sprouting process, and journal their observations. This hands-on approach
reinforces the book’s lessons and fosters a deeper connection with nature.

How to Bring Planting a Rainbow to Life at Home
or School

Reading Planting a Rainbow by Lois Ehlert is a delightful experience on its
own, but pairing the story with real-life activities can transform learning
into an adventure. Here are some tips to help you create a colorful,
educational gardening project inspired by the book.

Choosing the Right Flowers

While the book highlights many popular flowers, you can customize your garden
to your climate and available space. Some easy-to-grow, rainbow-colored
flowers for beginners include:

Red: Poppies, geraniums

Orange: Marigolds, zinnias

Yellow: Sunflowers, daffodils

Green: Green mums, ferns

Blue: Bluebells, delphiniums



Purple: Lavender, irises

Pink: Cosmos, petunias

Selecting a variety of seeds that bloom in different seasons can also extend
the joy of watching your rainbow garden grow over time.

Creating a Color-Coded Garden Layout

To mimic the rainbow concept, consider organizing your garden bed in color
bands or patches. This visual arrangement makes it easier for children to
understand color grouping and spatial organization. You might even label each
section with the flower names and colors, turning the garden into a living
classroom.

Incorporating Art and Storytelling

After planting, keep the creative momentum going by inviting children to draw
or collage their own flowers using colored paper, inspired by Ehlert’s style.
Storytelling sessions where kids describe their garden adventures or invent
stories about the flowers can enhance language development and imagination.

Why Planting a Rainbow Continues to Inspire

Decades after its publication, Planting a Rainbow by Lois Ehlert remains a
staple in early childhood education. Its timeless appeal lies in its
simplicity and the universal joy of watching something grow. The book also
encourages ecological awareness, teaching children to appreciate the natural
world and understand their role in nurturing it.

Beyond the classroom, this story can spark family projects, community
gardening initiatives, and creative art sessions. It’s a gentle reminder of
the beauty that results from patience, care, and a little bit of color.

Whether you’re a parent, teacher, or gardener, Planting a Rainbow by Lois
Ehlert offers endless inspiration to connect children with nature through
reading, art, and hands-on experience. It’s a celebration of life’s colors,
growth, and the simple pleasures that come from planting a seed and watching
it bloom.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Planting a Rainbow' by
Lois Ehlert?

The main theme of 'Planting a Rainbow' is the joy and process of planting a
colorful garden, teaching children about different flowers and the changing
seasons.



How does Lois Ehlert use illustrations in 'Planting a
Rainbow'?

Lois Ehlert uses bright, bold, and simple collage-style illustrations to
capture the vibrant colors of flowers, making the book visually appealing and
engaging for young readers.

What age group is 'Planting a Rainbow' best suited
for?

'Planting a Rainbow' is best suited for preschool and early elementary
children, typically ages 3 to 7, as it introduces basic concepts of gardening
and color recognition.

What educational concepts can children learn from
'Planting a Rainbow'?

Children can learn about colors, flower names, the sequence of planting a
garden, and the idea of growth and seasons through 'Planting a Rainbow'.

Why is 'Planting a Rainbow' by Lois Ehlert considered
a classic children's book?

'Planting a Rainbow' is considered a classic because of its timeless theme,
engaging and colorful illustrations, simple text, and its ability to teach
young children about nature and gardening in an accessible way.

Additional Resources
Planting a Rainbow by Lois Ehlert: A Vibrant Journey Through Nature’s Palette

planting a rainbow by lois ehlert stands as a timeless classic in children’s
literature, celebrated for its vivid illustrations and educational value.
Since its publication, this picture book has captivated young readers and
educators alike by introducing the concept of gardening through the lens of
colors and nature’s diversity. Lois Ehlert, renowned for her distinctive
collage art style, crafts an engaging narrative that not only entertains but
also informs readers about the process of planting flowers arranged in a
rainbow spectrum.

Exploring the Artistic and Educational Merits
of Planting a Rainbow by Lois Ehlert

Lois Ehlert’s approach in planting a rainbow by lois ehlert merges visual
artistry with elemental horticulture. The book’s design employs bold,
geometric shapes and bright hues that mimic the natural vibrancy of a flower
garden. This technique effectively holds the attention of its primary
audience — preschool and early elementary children — while serving an
educational purpose. The book’s structure follows a simple yet effective
progression: from planting seeds to witnessing blooms, each stage is
illustrated with clarity and color.



What sets this book apart in the realm of children’s gardening books is its
ability to function as both an introduction to botany and an art lesson. The
interplay between text and image reinforces concepts such as seed planting,
growth, and the importance of color in nature. Ehlert’s choice of a rainbow
theme is particularly strategic, as it naturally organizes the information in
a way that is intuitive and memorable for young readers. This use of color
sequencing aligns with child development theories that emphasize visual
learning and pattern recognition.

Visual Storytelling and Collage Technique

One of the defining features of planting a rainbow by lois ehlert is the
artist’s signature collage style. Ehlert constructs her images using cut-
paper shapes layered to create texture and depth. This method adds a tactile
dimension to the visual experience, making the illustrations vibrant and
dynamic. Unlike traditional watercolor or pencil drawings common in
children’s books, the collage technique invites an interactive reading
experience, encouraging children to explore shapes and colors more
attentively.

The simplicity of the shapes, combined with the intensity of the colors,
allows readers to focus on the essential elements of each flower and the
overall garden layout. For educators, this style is beneficial for teaching
concepts such as shape recognition, color theory, and spatial arrangement.
The visual narrative is straightforward, avoiding overwhelming details while
still providing rich visual stimulation.

Educational Content and Thematic Impact

Beyond its artistic value, planting a rainbow by lois ehlert serves as an
effective educational tool. The narrative is concise and accessible, making
it suitable for early readers or for reading aloud in classroom settings. The
text emphasizes the process of gardening from start to finish: selecting
seeds, planting them in rows, watering, caring for plants, and ultimately
enjoying the colorful blooms. This sequence instills a sense of
responsibility and patience, key lessons for young learners.

Additionally, the book subtly introduces botanical vocabulary and concepts
without resorting to didactic language. Terms such as “seeds,” “soil,”
“sprout,” and “bloom” are woven naturally into the story, enhancing
vocabulary development. The rainbow motif also provides a platform for
discussing color names and order, making it cross-disciplinary in its
teaching approach.

Comparative Evaluation: Planting a Rainbow
Versus Other Children’s Gardening Books

When placed alongside other children’s books about gardening, planting a
rainbow by lois ehlert holds a unique position, primarily due to its artistic
execution and thematic clarity. While many gardening books for children focus
heavily on realistic botanical illustrations and detailed instructions,
Ehlert’s work opts for abstraction and simplicity. This distinction makes it



more approachable for younger audiences who may find overly technical books
intimidating.

For example, compared to books such as “The Tiny Seed” by Eric Carle, which
also uses vibrant collage and follows a seed’s life cycle, planting a rainbow
emphasizes color organization and garden planning. Ehlert’s book is less
about the life journey of a single seed and more about the collective beauty
of a garden arranged by color. This thematic choice broadens its educational
scope to include lessons in design and aesthetics.

On the other hand, more instructional gardening books like “Gardening Lab for
Kids” by Renata Fossen Brown provide hands-on experiments and detailed
gardening tips, catering to slightly older children or those with a keen
interest in horticulture. Planting a rainbow, however, remains a foundational
text suitable for introducing concepts in an engaging, age-appropriate
manner.

Pros and Cons of Planting a Rainbow by Lois Ehlert

Pros:

Bright, engaging illustrations that stimulate visual learning

Simple, clear narrative ideal for young children

Integrates color education with basic gardening concepts

Encourages curiosity about nature and responsibility through
planting

Unique collage art style that differentiates it from other books

Cons:

Limited depth in botanical detail for older or more experienced
readers

Focus on artistic representation over scientific accuracy

May not satisfy readers seeking comprehensive gardening instructions

Impact and Reception in Educational Settings

Since its release, planting a rainbow by lois ehlert has been widely adopted
in early childhood education. Teachers and librarians appreciate its dual
function as an art book and a natural science introduction. It is frequently
used to support lessons on colors, seasons, and plant life cycles, often
paired with classroom gardening projects. The book’s rhythmic, predictable



text supports language development, while the bright images foster engagement
in diverse learning environments.

Moreover, planting a rainbow has proven effective in inclusive classrooms,
where visual aids and simple text can bridge language barriers and learning
differences. Its universal themes of growth and care resonate across
cultures, making it a valuable resource in multicultural educational
programs.

Parents also value planting a rainbow by lois ehlert for its ability to spark
conversations about nature and encourage outdoor activities. The book
inspires children to observe their environment and participate in planting,
fostering a lifelong appreciation for gardening and environmental
stewardship.

SEO and Digital Presence of Planting a Rainbow by
Lois Ehlert

In the digital age, planting a rainbow by lois ehlert maintains a strong
online presence, often recommended by parenting blogs, educational websites,
and book review platforms. Keywords related to the book commonly include
“children’s gardening book,” “Lois Ehlert picture books,” “teaching colors
with books,” and “early childhood gardening activities.” These LSI keywords
help the book sustain relevance in search engine results for educators and
parents seeking quality literature to introduce gardening and color concepts.

Furthermore, digital editions and audiobook versions have expanded the
accessibility of planting a rainbow. Interactive apps and read-along videos
based on the book also contribute to its popularity, offering multimedia
enhancements that align with contemporary learning preferences.

In summary, planting a rainbow by lois ehlert remains a benchmark in
children’s literature, blending artistic creativity with foundational
educational themes. Its enduring appeal lies in the harmonious balance
between visual stimulation and simple storytelling, making it an essential
addition to any early learning collection.
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