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Can I Retake an AP Exam? Everything You Need to Know

can i retake an ap exam is a question that many students ask themselves after receiving their scores or
realizing they want to improve their chances of earning college credit. Whether you didn’t perform as
well as you hoped, or you simply want to boost your AP score for competitive college admissions, the good
news is that yes, you can retake an AP exam. But there are important details you should understand about
the process, timing, and how retaking might impact your academic journey. Let’s dive deeper into what

retaking an AP exam involves, and how you can make the most of your second chance.

Understanding the Basics: Can I Retake an AP Exam?

The College Board, which administers AP exams, allows students to take any AP test as many times as
they want. This means there is no official limit on the number of times you can sit for the same AP exam.
So, if you’re wondering, “can I retake an AP exam?” the straightforward answer is yes. However, it’s
important to note that AP exams are only offered once a year, typically in May, so your opportunities to

retake are limited to the annual testing schedule.

Retaking an AP exam can be a great strategy if you want to improve your score for college credit or
placement, or if you simply didn’t feel prepared the first time. However, keep in mind that you’ll need to

register and pay the exam fee each time you take it.

Why Retake an AP Exam?

Many students consider retaking an AP exam for several reasons:

- **Improve College Credit Eligibility:** Colleges often require a minimum score of 3, 4, or 5 for credit or
advanced placement. If your original score was below the threshold, retaking can help.

- ¥Strengthen College Applications:** Higher AP scores can demonstrate subject mastery, which can
impress admissions officers.

- ¥Boost Academic Confidence:** Retaking the exam after additional studying can solidify your
understanding of the material.

- ¥*Change in Career or Academic Plans** You might discover a newfound interest in a subject and want

to showrcase your skills.



How to Retake an AP Exam: Steps and Tips

Knowing you can retake an AP exam is just the start. To make the most of your retake, you’ll want a clear

plan.

1. Registering for the Exam

You’ll need to sign up through your school’s AP coordinator or directly with the College Board if your
school doesn’t offer AP exams. Registration deadlines are usually in the early spring, so keep track of those
dates. Make sure you understand the costs involved, as each exam typically costs around $97 (though this

may vary depending on your location and financial aid eligibility).

2. Preparing for the Retake

Studying smarter is key to boosting your AP score. Here are some tips:

- Review your previous exam to identify weak areas.

- Use official AP practice exams and scoring guidelines.

- Join study groups or find a tutor if needed.

- Focus on understanding the format and types of questions asked.

- Manage your time effectively during practice sessions.

3. Exam Day Considerations

On test day, treat the retake like the first time. Get plenty of rest, eat a good breakfast, and arrive early.

Remember, your score from the most recent exam is what colleges will see, so bring your best effort.

‘What Happens to Your Scores When You Retake an AP Exam?

One common concern is how colleges view multiple AP exam scores. The College Board sends all your AP
scores to colleges you designate, and each score will be listed separately. That means if you took the AP

Biology exam twice, both your first and second scores will show up on your transcript.



Which Score Counts?

Colleges usually consider the highest AP score you’ve earned in each subject. So, if your retake score
improves from a 3 to a 4, that higher score is what will be evaluated. It’s a good idea to check the specific
AP credit policies of the colleges you’re applying to because some schools have unique rules or only accept

scores from certain years.

Impact on College Admissions

Retaking an AP exam and improving your score can positively influence your application, showing
determination and growth. However, taking an exam multiple times without any improvement might
raise questions for some admissions officers. Therefore, it’s important to prepare thoroughly before deciding

to retake.

Costs and Financial Considerations When Retaking AP Exams

Since each AP exam costs money, retaking an exam is an investment. While some schools or districts may

offer fee waivers or financial aid options, many students will need to cover the full exam fee again.
If cost is a concern, consider the following:

- Check if your school provides subsidies for retakes.
- Explore College Board’s AP fee reduction program for eligible students.

- Assess whether the potential benefits of retaking outweigh the expense.

Alternative Strategies Besides Retaking

If you’re hesitant about retaking or can’t fit it into your schedule, there are other ways to demonstrate your

knowledge and readiness for college-level work:

- ¥*Dual Enrollment Courses:** Taking advanced courses at a local college.

- ¥SAT Subject Tests or ACT:** Some schools accept these as alternatives to AP scores.

- #Strong High School Grades:** A solid GPA in relevant coursework can sometimes offset lower AP
scores.

- ¥*Summer Programs or Online Courses:** Enrich your learning and earn certifications.



When Retaking Might Not Be the Best Option

Sometimes, retaking an AP exam isn’t the most effective choice. For example:

- If you scored well initially (3 or above) and your target colleges accept it.
- If you don’t have enough time to prepare properly before the next exam date.

- If your school schedule or extracurricular commitments conflict with exam preparation.

In these cases, focusing on other aspects of your academic profile can be more beneficial.

Final Thoughts on Can I Retake an AP Exam

The freedom to retake AP exams offers students valuable flexibility to improve their scores and strengthen
their academic profiles. By understanding the registration process, preparing strategically, and considering
how your scores will be reported and used, you can make an informed decision about whether retaking
makes sense for you. Remember, the goal is to demonstrate your readiness for college-level work, and

sometimes a well-planned retake is the perfect way to do just that.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can I retake an AP exam if I am not satisfied with my score?

Yes, you can retake an AP exam in a subsequent year if you want to improve your score.

Is there a limit to how many times I can retake an AP exam?

There is no official limit on how many times you can retake an AP exam, but you must register and pay

the exam fee each time.

Do I have to take the entire AP exam again if I retake it?

Yes, if you retake an AP exam, you must take the full exam again; partial retakes are not allowed.

How do I register to retake an AP exam?

To retake an AP exam, you need to register through your school or an authorized testing center during the

AP exam registration period.



Will my new AP exam score replace the old one?

Yes, if you retake an AP exam, only the most recent score will be reported to colleges and appear on your

AP score report.

Can I retake an AP exam in the same academic year?

No, AP exams are offered once per year in May, so you cannot retake the same exam within the same

academic year.

Does retaking an AP exam have any impact on my college credit?

Colleges typically consider your highest AP exam score when awarding credit, so retaking can improve

your chances of earning credit.

Are there any discounts or fee waivers for retaking AP exams?

Fee waivers are generally only available for first-time AP exam takers who qualify, so retake exams

usually require full payment.

Can homeschooled students retake AP exams?

Yes, homeschooled students can retake AP exams by registering through a local school or authorized

testing center.

‘What should I consider before deciding to retake an AP exam?

Consider your previous score, the time and cost of retaking, your college goals, and whether improving the

score will benefit your college applications or credit.

Additional Resources

Can I Retake an AP Exam? A Detailed Exploration of Policies and Strategies

can i retake an ap exam is a question that many high school students and their families grapple with as they
navigate the Advanced Placement (AP) program. AP exams can significantly influence college admissions,
advanced placement opportunities, and even scholarship considerations. Given the stakes, the possibility of
retaking an AP exam to improve scores or strengthen a transcript is a compelling topic worthy of thorough
examination. This article delves into the policies surrounding AP exam retakes, evaluates the pros and cons

of retaking, and offers insights into how students can strategically approach this decision.



Understanding AP Exam Retake Policies

The College Board administers AP exams annually, typically in May, offering students a standardized
chance to demonstrate mastery of college-level material while still in high school. A common
misconception is that students are restricted to taking an AP exam only once. In reality, the College Board
permits students to retake AP exams as many times as they wish in subsequent years, provided they

register and pay the examination fee each time.

However, it is important to note that retakes are not offered within the same exam administration window.
Students cannot reattempt the same AP exam in the same testing cycle, so planning around retakes
involves waiting for the next annual exam date. This policy ensures exam integrity and fairness but also

requires foresight.

Moreover, individual schools set their own registration deadlines and may have specific rules about exam
retakes. Some schools might limit the number of AP exams a student can take or retake due to logistical
reasons or resource constraints. Therefore, students should consult their AP coordinator or guidance

counselor to understand local policies and deadlines.

Score Reporting and Impact of Retakes

When a student retakes an AP exam, only the score from the most recent attempt is reported to colleges if
the student opts to send official scores. The College Board does not average or combine scores from multiple
attempts. This means that retaking an AP exam carries the risk that a lower score could replace a

previously higher one if the student decides to send the most recent results.

It is possible to choose which exam scores to send to colleges via the College Board’s score-sending platform.
This selective reporting allows students to withhold lower scores from admissions offices, providing some
strategic flexibility. However, should a student retake an exam and the new score is lower, they may want

to avoid sending that score and instead report the higher previous attempt.

Reasons Students Consider Retaking AP Exams

The decision to retake an AP exam is usually driven by a desire to improve a score for academic

advancement or college admissions. Several motivations underpin this decision:

¢ Boosting College Credit Opportunities: Many colleges grant credit or advanced placement for AP
scores of 3 or higher, with some institutions requiring scores of 4 or 5. Students who narrowly

missed these thresholds may retake exams to qualify for credit.



e Enhancing College Applications: Higher AP scores can demonstrate mastery and academic rigor,

strengthening applications to competitive colleges.

¢ Improving GPA and Class Rank: In some high schools, AP exam scores contribute to weighted GPAs,

influencing class rank and scholarship eligibility.

¢ Personal Satisfaction and Mastery: Some students retake exams to achieve personal academic goals or

address previous underperformance due to extenuating circumstances.

Challenges and Considerations When Retaking AP Exams

While the option to retake AP exams offers benefits, students must weigh certain challenges:
1. Financial Cost: Each AP exam has a registration fee, which can be a financial burden when retaking
multiple exams. Fee waivers are available for eligible students, but this varies.

2. Time and Preparation: Preparing for an AP exam requires significant study. Retaking means

dedicating additional time alongside other academic responsibilities.

3. Score Uncertainty: Retaking an exam does not guarantee a higher score. Variability in performance

can lead to disappointing outcomes.

4. College Policies on Multiple Scores: Some colleges consider the highest score when awarding credit,
while others may look at the first attempt or all attempts. Understanding target colleges’ policies is

crucial.

Strategic Approaches to Retaking AP Exams

Students contemplating retaking an AP exam should adopt a strategic approach that maximizes benefits

while mitigating risks.

1. Analyze the Initial Score and Goal

The first step is to critically assess the initial AP exam score. For instance, a score of 2 may indicate



insufficient mastery, while a 4 or 5 might already satisfy college credit requirements. Understanding target

colleges’ AP credit policies helps determine if retaking is worthwhile.

2. Consider Timing and Preparation

Retaking an AP exam requires adequate preparation time. Students should plan their study schedules to
avoid burnout, balancing retake preparation with other academic and extracurricular commitments.

Utilizing review courses, tutoring, or study groups can enhance readiness.

3. Consult School Counselors and College Admissions Offices

Guidance counselors can provide valuable insights into the retake process, registration deadlines, and fee
waivers. Additionally, contacting prospective colleges to clarify their AP score policies ensures students

make informed decisions.

4. Register Early and Maintain Documentation

Early registration for AP exams secures a spot and reduces last-minute stress. Keeping records of all AP

scores and correspondence with colleges can assist in score reporting and application processes.

The Bigger Picture: Retaking AP Exams in the Context of

Academic Planning

Retaking AP exams should be considered as part of a broader academic strategy rather than a standalone fix.
While improved AP scores can bolster college applications, they are only one component of a holistic profile

that includes GPA, extracurricular activities, essays, and letters of recommendation.

It is also worth noting that some students choose to diversify their academic portfolio by taking different
AP courses rather than retaking the same exams, thereby demonstrating a wider range of academic

strengths.

From a competitive standpoint, students who retake exams and significantly improve their scores may gain
a slight advantage in admissions and credit placement. However, excessive retaking without corresponding

academic growth may not yield proportional benefits.



Alternatives to Retaking AP Exams

For students uncertain about retaking an AP exam, alternative pathways exist:

¢ Dual Enrollment: Taking college courses through dual enrollment programs can provide college

credit and strengthen transcripts independently of AP exams.

e Subject Tests and Other Standardized Exams: Though many have been phased out, some standardized

tests may complement AP scores in demonstrating subject proficiency.

e Focused Academic Improvement: Enhancing GPA in advanced courses or engaging in relevant

extracurricular activities can offset lower AP scores.

The decision to retake an AP exam is deeply personal and situational, hinging on individual goals, academic
context, and resource availability. By understanding the policies, weighing pros and cons, and planning
strategically, students can make well-informed choices about whether retaking an AP exam aligns with

their educational aspirations.
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