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Beretta Side by Side History: A Timeless Journey Through Italian Craftsmanship

beretta side by side history is a fascinating tale that intertwines centuries of Italian
tradition, expert craftsmanship, and the evolution of one of the most respected names in
the firearms industry. The Beretta side by side shotgun, known for its elegance, reliability,
and performance, has carved a unique niche in the world of hunting and sport shooting. But
where did it all begin, and how did Beretta become synonymous with these iconic double-
barreled shotguns? Let’s dive into the rich lineage and explore the story behind Beretta’s
revered side by side models.

The Origins of Beretta: Setting the Stage for Side
by Side Excellence

Beretta's roots trace back to the early 16th century, making it one of the oldest active
firearm manufacturers in the world. Founded in 1526 in Gardone Val Trompia, Italy, by
Bartolomeo Beretta, the company initially focused on crafting barrels for arquebuses. Over
centuries, the Beretta family honed their skills, embracing innovation while preserving
artisanal traditions.

As the demand for sporting firearms grew in the 19th century, Beretta naturally expanded
its portfolio to include shotguns. The side by side shotgun, featuring two barrels aligned
horizontally, became particularly popular among hunters and sport shooters. Beretta's
mastery of metallurgy, woodwork, and precision engineering allowed them to produce
shotguns that not only performed exceptionally but were also works of art.

Understanding the Beretta Side by Side Design

What Makes a Side by Side Shotgun Special?

The side by side shotgun differs from the over-under shotgun in its barrel configuration —
two barrels laid horizontally rather than vertically. This design offers a wider sighting plane
and a traditional aesthetic favored by classic shooters. Beretta’s side by side models
combine this timeless design with innovative mechanisms, ensuring durability and smooth
operation.

Beretta’s Signature Craftsmanship

Beretta side by side shotguns are renowned for their meticulous hand-finishing, from the
scroll engraving on the steel to the fine checkering on the walnut stock. The company’s



artisans pay close attention to balance and handling, which is critical for shotguns meant
for upland game hunting and clay shooting.

The locking mechanisms in Beretta side by side guns showcase the brand’s engineering
prowess. Many models feature robust boxlocks and finely tuned triggers, providing shooters
with reliable break-action performance. This blend of function and form has kept Beretta
side by side shotguns in high demand for over a century.

Key Milestones in Beretta Side by Side History

Early Models and Innovations

By the late 1800s, Beretta had established itself as a premier supplier of firearms
throughout Europe. The introduction of side by side shotguns came as a natural
progression. Early Beretta side by side models were primarily utilitarian, designed for local
hunters and military users.

However, as sport shooting became more popular, Beretta began incorporating finer design
elements. The company introduced improved locking systems, better barrel steel, and
refined engraving techniques, setting their side by side shotguns apart from competitors.

The 20th Century: Expansion and Refinement

Throughout the 20th century, Beretta expanded its side by side offerings, catering to both
entry-level and high-end markets. The brand introduced models featuring adjustable
triggers, ejectors, and selective barrel triggers — features that enhanced shooting
versatility.

World Wars and technological shifts challenged many firearm manufacturers, but Beretta
adapted by balancing tradition with modern manufacturing methods. This period also saw
Beretta side by side shotguns gain popularity outside Italy, especially in the UK and the
United States, where classic hunting styles prevailed.

Modern Beretta Side by Side Models

Today, Beretta continues to produce side by side shotguns that honor their heritage while
embracing modern materials and technology. The Beretta 686 Silver Pigeon Side by Side,
for example, is celebrated for blending classic aesthetics with contemporary performance.

These modern shotguns often employ CNC machining for precision, high-grade walnut for
stocks, and advanced steel treatments to improve barrel longevity. Despite these
advancements, the essence of hand craftsmanship remains, preserving the tactile and
visual appeal that Beretta enthusiasts cherish.



Why Choose a Beretta Side by Side? Insights for
Collectors and Shooters

Heritage and Proven Reliability

Owning a Beretta side by side shotgun is not just about functionality; it's about connecting
with centuries of firearm tradition. Collectors value these guns for their historical
significance and the stories they carry. Shooters appreciate the reliability that comes from
generations of refinement.

Versatility in Hunting and Sport Shooting

Beretta side by side shotguns perform exceptionally well in various settings — from dense
woodland upland hunting to clay shooting sports like skeet and sporting clays. The wide
sighting plane and balance contribute to quick target acquisition, an advantage that many
shooters swear by.

Tips for Maintaining a Beretta Side by Side

To keep a Beretta side by side in optimal condition, regular maintenance is key. Here are
some tips:

e Clean the barrels and action after every use to prevent corrosion and residue
buildup.
e Check the locking mechanism periodically to ensure a tight and safe fit.

e Maintain the stock by applying appropriate oils or waxes to preserve the wood's
integrity.

e Have a professional gunsmith inspect the firearm regularly, especially if used
frequently.

The Legacy of Beretta Side by Side in Popular
Culture and Shooting Communities

Beretta side by side shotguns have made appearances in films, literature, and hunting lore,
symbolizing elegance and tradition. Among shooting communities, these firearms are



celebrated not only for their technical merits but also for the emotional connection they
foster between shooter and gun.

Owners often share stories of multi-generational use, passing down their Beretta side by
side from parent to child, which adds layers of sentimental value. This deep-rooted cultural
significance reinforces Beretta’s position as more than just a manufacturer but as a
custodian of shooting heritage.

Exploring the beretta side by side history reveals a journey marked by innovation, artistry,
and unwavering dedication to quality. Whether you’'re a seasoned hunter, a sport shooter,
or a firearm enthusiast, understanding the background of these iconic shotguns adds
appreciation for their timeless appeal and the masterful Italian craftsmanship behind every
piece.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of Beretta side-by-
side shotguns?

Beretta side-by-side shotguns have a rich history as one of the oldest and most respected
firearms produced by the Beretta company, known for their craftsmanship and use in
hunting and sport shooting since the early 20th century.

When did Beretta start manufacturing side-by-side
shotguns?

Beretta began manufacturing side-by-side shotguns in the early 1900s, building on their
long tradition of gunmaking that dates back to the 16th century.

How have Beretta side-by-side shotguns evolved over
time?
Beretta side-by-side shotguns have evolved with improvements in materials, craftsmanship,

and technology, including enhanced locking mechanisms, better barrel steel, and refined
aesthetics while maintaining classic design elements.

What distinguishes Beretta side-by-side shotguns from
other manufacturers?

Beretta side-by-side shotguns are distinguished by their Italian craftsmanship, attention to
detail, reliability, and the blend of traditional design with modern engineering, making them
prized by collectors and shooters alike.



Are Beretta side-by-side shotguns still produced today?

Yes, Beretta continues to produce side-by-side shotguns, offering both traditional models
and modern variations that cater to hunters and sport shooters seeking classic style with
contemporary performance.

What role did Beretta side-by-side shotguns play in
hunting and sport shooting history?

Beretta side-by-side shotguns have played a significant role in hunting and sport shooting
history by providing shooters with reliable, elegant firearms that have been favored in
competitions, upland bird hunting, and clay shooting for over a century.

Additional Resources
Beretta Side by Side History: A Legacy of Craftsmanship and Innovation

beretta side by side history traces the evolution of one of the most revered firearms in
the world, reflecting centuries of Italian craftsmanship, innovation, and adaptation. The
Beretta brand, synonymous with excellence in gun-making, has a storied past that
intertwines with the development of side-by-side shotguns, a classic firearm style cherished
by hunters and sport shooters alike. This article delves into the origins, development, and
significance of Beretta’s side-by-side shotguns, offering a detailed exploration of their
design philosophy, technological advancements, and enduring appeal.

The Origins of Beretta and Its Entry into Side-by-
Side Shotguns

Founded in 1526, Beretta is one of the oldest active firearm manufacturers in the world,
with nearly five centuries of continuous production. The company’s early history was rooted
mainly in producing arquebuses and muskets for European armies, but as firearms
technology evolved, so did Beretta’s focus. By the late 19th century, shotguns had become
increasingly popular among civilian hunters and sportsmen, and Beretta began crafting
side-by-side models that showcased their mastery of metallurgy and precision.

The side-by-side shotgun, distinguished by its two horizontally aligned barrels, became a
favored design for upland game hunting and clay shooting. Beretta’s adoption of this
format was both a strategic and cultural alignment with traditional European hunting
practices. The brand’s early side-by-side shotguns reflected a blend of classic aesthetics
and practical innovations, positioning Beretta as a key player in the luxury shotgun market.

Beretta Side by Side Shotguns: Design Evolution



and Innovations

Classic Design with Modern Enhancements

The hallmark of Beretta side-by-side shotguns lies in their meticulous craftsmanship. Early
models featured hand-engraved receivers, finely checkered walnut stocks, and steel barrels
forged for durability and balance. These elements combined to create firearms that were
not only functional but also works of art.

Technological improvements over the decades included the introduction of selective
triggers, automatic ejectors, and improved locking mechanisms to enhance safety and
reliability. Beretta’'s engineers consistently refined the balance between traditional
craftsmanship and modern engineering, ensuring that each side-by-side shotgun met the
demanding standards of discerning shooters.

Model Variations and Market Positioning

Beretta’s side-by-side lineup has included several notable models, each catering to
different segments of the market. For instance, the Beretta 686 Silver Pigeon series,
although primarily an over-and-under design, influenced the refinement of side-by-side
ergonomics and handling. Meanwhile, models like the Beretta 687 EELL side-by-side
became synonymous with luxury, featuring exquisite engraving and premium walnut
stocks.

These shotguns were often customizable, allowing buyers to select barrel lengths, chokes,
and finishes to suit their specific needs. This flexibility contributed to Beretta’s reputation
for customer-centric design and bespoke manufacturing.

Comparative Analysis: Beretta Side by Side vs.
Other Shotgun Styles

The side-by-side shotgun competes primarily with the over-and-under configuration, which
features vertically stacked barrels. Each style has its advocates and distinct advantages.

* Field of View: Side-by-side shotguns offer a wider horizontal sight picture, which
many hunters prefer when tracking fast-moving upland birds.

e Recoil and Balance: Over-and-unders generally provide better recoil management
and a more balanced swing, favored in clay shooting sports.

e Aesthetics and Tradition: Side-by-side guns exude a timeless charm and are often
associated with heritage hunting, making them desirable for collectors.



Beretta’s side-by-side models have maintained relevance by emphasizing the traditional
qualities that enthusiasts appreciate, combined with modern mechanical reliability.

Technological Features Unique to Beretta Side-by-Side
Shotguns

Beretta has integrated several proprietary features to enhance the performance of their
side-by-side shotguns:

1. Steelium Plus Barrels: Beretta’s advanced steel formulation offers improved
durability and shot patterns, ensuring consistent accuracy.

2. Robust Locking Systems: The brand’s innovative locking system enhances the
shotgun’s structural integrity and longevity.

3. Enhanced Trigger Mechanisms: Selective triggers allow shooters to choose which
barrel fires first, adding tactical versatility.

4. Customizable Chokes: Interchangeable choke tubes enable adaptation to various
shooting environments and game types.

These features demonstrate Beretta’s commitment to marrying tradition with cutting-edge
technology.

The Cultural and Sporting Impact of Beretta Side
by Side Shotguns

Beretta side-by-side shotguns have played a significant role in shaping the culture of
hunting and sport shooting, particularly in Europe. Their presence at prestigious shooting
events and among elite sportsmen underscores their status not just as tools, but as
symbols of heritage and prestige.

Collectors prize vintage Beretta side-by-side models for their historical significance and
artistry, often viewing them as investments as well as heirlooms. Moreover, Beretta’s

continued production of side-by-side shotguns, despite the dominance of over-and-unders,
attests to the brand’s respect for the traditions that define shooting sports.

Beretta Side by Side in the Modern Market

While over-and-under shotguns dominate competitive shooting disciplines, the Beretta side-



by-side remains a niche favorite for upland hunters and aficionados of classic firearms. The
brand’s recent releases include models that blend old-world elegance with contemporary
materials such as lightweight alloys and advanced wood treatments, appealing to a new
generation of shooters.

Pricing for Beretta side-by-side shotguns reflects their premium positioning, often
commanding a higher price point due to the hand-finished details and bespoke options. This
exclusivity reinforces the perception of Beretta side-by-side shotguns as luxury firearms
designed for those who value tradition and performance equally.

Final Thoughts on Beretta Side by Side History

The beretta side by side history is a testament to the enduring allure of classic shotgun
design combined with unmatched Italian craftsmanship. From their inception in the early
days of civilian hunting to their refined modern iterations, Beretta side-by-side shotguns
continue to symbolize a harmonious blend of tradition, innovation, and elegance. For
enthusiasts and collectors, they offer more than just functionality—they provide a
connection to centuries of firearms heritage and a promise of quality that few
manufacturers can match.
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