
what subject is economics common app
**What Subject Is Economics Common App: Understanding Its Role in College Admissions**

what subject is economics common app is a question that often comes up among high school
students preparing their college applications. Many students wonder how economics fits into the
Common Application, whether it’s considered a core subject, and how it can impact their admissions
prospects. Given the increasing popularity of economics as a high school course and college major,
understanding its place on the Common App is crucial for applicants aiming to present a well-rounded
academic profile.

In this article, we’ll explore what subject economics is considered within the Common App framework,
how to properly highlight it on your application, and why economics can be an advantageous subject
to include. We’ll also touch on related terms and subjects, helping you navigate the nuances of
college admissions with confidence.

What Subject Is Economics Common App: Breaking It
Down

When students fill out the Common Application, they are asked to list their high school courses and
grades. The Common App typically categorizes courses into broad subject areas like Math, Science,
English, Social Studies, Foreign Language, and Electives. So, where does economics fall?

Economics is primarily classified as a Social Studies subject on the Common App. It is often grouped
alongside history, government, political science, and geography. This classification makes sense
because economics deals with the study of how societies allocate resources, make decisions, and
distribute wealth—topics that closely align with social sciences.

Economics as a Social Studies Course

When listing your courses, you might have seen options like “Social Studies,” “Social Science,” or
“History & Social Studies.” Economics fits best under this umbrella. For example, if your high school
transcript lists “AP Economics” or “Principles of Economics,” you should enter it as part of your Social
Studies classes on the Common App.

This classification has implications for how colleges view your academic rigor. Since social studies is a
core academic area, taking economics can strengthen your academic profile, demonstrating your
engagement with analytical thinking and societal issues.

Why Does This Classification Matter?

Understanding where economics fits helps you make strategic decisions about your course load and
how you present your academic achievements. Admissions officers look for a balanced curriculum



that includes core subjects. By including economics as part of your social studies coursework, you
show you’re not just focused on STEM or humanities but also understand complex societal
mechanisms.

Moreover, some colleges require or recommend a certain number of social studies credits. Economics
can fulfill part of that requirement, making it a practical choice for students who want to meet
graduation criteria while also exploring interesting content.

Highlighting Economics on the Common App

Knowing that economics is a social studies subject is just the first step. The way you highlight this
course on your Common App can make a difference in how admissions officers perceive your interests
and strengths.

How to List Economics Courses

When filling out the “Courses & Grades” section, be sure to:

- Select “Social Studies” as the subject category for economics classes.
- Enter the exact course title as it appears on your transcript (e.g., “AP Macroeconomics,”
“Microeconomics,” “Principles of Economics”).
- Input the grade you received and the year you took the course.

This attention to detail ensures consistency and accuracy, which admissions officers appreciate.

Using the Additional Information Section to Explain Your
Interest

If economics plays a significant role in your academic or extracurricular journey, consider mentioning
it in your Common App essay or the Additional Information section. For example, if you took multiple
economics courses, participated in economics clubs, or competed in economics-related competitions
like DECA or the Economics Olympiad, these details can highlight your passion.

Sharing how economics shaped your worldview, influenced your career goals, or helped you develop
critical thinking skills gives your application a personal touch that goes beyond just listing grades.

The Benefits of Taking Economics in High School

Beyond how to list economics on the Common App, it’s worth exploring why economics is a valuable
subject to take in high school, especially for college-bound students.



Developing Analytical and Critical Thinking Skills

Economics challenges students to analyze data, understand market behaviors, and evaluate policy
impacts. These skills are transferable to many college majors and careers. Admissions officers
recognize that students who excel in economics often possess strong problem-solving abilities and
quantitative reasoning.

Preparing for a Wide Range of Majors and Careers

Economics is a versatile subject that opens doors to numerous fields:

- Business and Finance
- Public Policy and Government
- International Relations
- Data Science and Statistics
- Law and Economics

Showing a background in economics can signal to colleges that you have clear academic interests and
a foundation for advanced study.

Enhancing Your College Application Profile

Many high schools offer only one or two economics classes, so taking multiple or advanced economics
courses (like AP Economics) demonstrates academic rigor. Coupled with strong grades, this can boost
your application’s competitiveness.

Related Subjects and Their Place on the Common App

Since economics is part of the social studies family, it’s helpful to understand how related subjects are
treated on the Common App, offering a broader perspective on your academic planning.

Political Science and Government

Courses in political science or government are also categorized under social studies. If you are
interested in politics alongside economics, these classes complement each other well and reinforce
your profile as a socially aware student.

Psychology and Sociology

These social sciences are sometimes classified separately but still fall within the broader social



studies category. Including these courses alongside economics can highlight your interest in human
behavior and societal trends.

Statistics and Mathematics

While economics involves quantitative analysis, statistics and math courses fall under different
categories on the Common App. However, combining strong math skills with economics coursework
can make your application stand out, especially for quantitative economics or business programs.

Tips for Students Taking Economics and Applying
Through the Common App

If you’re planning to take economics or have already done so, here are some practical tips to
maximize its impact on your college application:

Start Early: If possible, take introductory economics courses in your sophomore or junior year1.
to build a strong foundation.

Challenge Yourself: Enroll in AP or honors-level economics classes if available to demonstrate2.
academic rigor.

Engage Beyond the Classroom: Join economics clubs, participate in competitions, or seek3.
internships related to economics to deepen your understanding.

Reflect in Your Essays: Use your personal statement or supplemental essays to discuss how4.
economics has influenced your perspective or goals.

Balance Your Course Load: Ensure you have a diverse set of courses across core subjects,5.
including math, science, and English, along with economics.

These strategies not only improve how economics appears on the Common App but also enrich your
overall candidacy.

Understanding what subject is economics common app helps demystify the application process and
allows students to showcase their academic interests effectively. By recognizing economics as a
social studies subject and strategically presenting it on the Common App, you can highlight an
important facet of your education and stand out in the competitive admissions landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions



What subject category does Economics fall under on the
Common App?
Economics is typically categorized under 'Social Studies' or 'Social Sciences' on the Common App.

Is Economics considered a core academic subject on the
Common App?
Yes, Economics is generally recognized as a core academic subject within the social studies section on
the Common App.

Can I list Economics under electives on the Common App?
While Economics can be an elective, it is usually best listed under social studies or social sciences to
reflect its academic rigor.

How should I classify AP Economics on the Common App?
AP Economics courses, such as AP Microeconomics and AP Macroeconomics, should be listed under
social studies or social sciences on the Common App.

Does the Common App provide a specific subject option for
Economics?
The Common App does not have a separate category exclusively for Economics; it is included within
the broader social studies or social sciences category.

Should I mention Economics in the 'Courses & Grades' section
of the Common App?
Yes, you should include Economics courses in the 'Courses & Grades' section, specifying the course
level and subject as social studies.

Is Economics considered a STEM subject on the Common App?
No, Economics is generally classified as a social science, not a STEM subject, on the Common App.

How important is listing Economics as a subject on the
Common App for college admissions?
Listing Economics as a social studies subject can demonstrate your interest in social sciences and
analytical skills, which can be valuable for many college programs.

If my school combines Economics with Business, how should I



list it on the Common App?
You should list the course under social studies or social sciences and clarify the course title, such as
'Economics and Business,' in the description.

Can I explain the relevance of Economics in my Common App
essay?
Yes, you can discuss your experiences and interest in Economics to highlight your academic passions
and career goals in your essay.

Additional Resources
**Understanding What Subject Is Economics Common App: A Detailed Exploration**

what subject is economics common app is a question that frequently arises among high school
students and college applicants aiming to navigate the complexities of the Common Application. The
Common App, widely used by over 900 colleges and universities in the United States and beyond,
requires applicants to thoughtfully present their academic backgrounds, including the subjects they
have pursued. Economics, as a discipline, holds a significant place in this context, often influencing
admissions decisions and shaping students’ academic profiles.

This article delves into the nature of economics as a subject within the Common App framework,
analyzing its academic classification, relevance, and implications for applicants. By investigating what
economics represents in the Common App, prospective students, counselors, and educators can
better understand how this subject fits into the broader narrative of college admissions.

The Nature of Economics as a Common App Subject

Economics is traditionally recognized as a social science, one that studies the production, distribution,
and consumption of goods and services. Within the Common App, the subject of economics is
typically categorized under the social studies or humanities sections, but it also has interdisciplinary
connections that sometimes blur rigid classifications.

When applicants list their coursework on the Common App, economics usually appears as part of their
academic transcript under social studies or social sciences. This classification is important because
colleges often evaluate applicants based on the rigor and diversity of their coursework. Economics,
therefore, is seen as a critical component of a well-rounded education, providing insight into
analytical thinking, quantitative reasoning, and understanding societal structures.

Economics and Its Placement in High School Curriculum

High school economics courses vary widely in structure and depth. Some schools offer introductory
classes, such as “Principles of Economics,” which cover basic concepts like supply and demand,
market structures, and fiscal policy. Others provide more advanced options, including AP Economics



courses—namely AP Microeconomics and AP Macroeconomics—that allow students to engage with
college-level material.

On the Common App, students typically report economics under their social studies or social sciences
category, but they may also highlight it under advanced coursework if they have completed AP or IB
economics classes. This level of detail is crucial because it signals to admissions officers the student’s
commitment to rigorous academics and their ability to handle complex analytical material.

Why Economics Matters in the Common App Context

Economics holds a unique place in the Common App due to its relevance across multiple academic
and professional fields. Admissions committees often look for students who demonstrate critical
thinking and problem-solving skills; economics courses cultivate these abilities by requiring an
understanding of data, trends, and human behavior.

Moreover, economics is often perceived as a bridging subject between quantitative disciplines like
mathematics and qualitative fields such as political science or sociology. This interdisciplinary nature
enhances an applicant’s profile by showcasing versatility and intellectual curiosity.

Impact on College Admissions

In the competitive landscape of college admissions, listing economics as part of one’s academic
portfolio can have several implications:

Demonstrates Analytical Capability: Economics relies heavily on data interpretation,
graphs, and models, which can highlight a student’s analytical skills.

Signals Interest in Social Issues: Understanding economic principles often correlates with
awareness of societal challenges, policy considerations, and global affairs.

Complements STEM and Humanities: For students applying to interdisciplinary programs,
economics bridges the gap between science, technology, engineering, mathematics (STEM),
and liberal arts.

Enhances Rigor: Taking advanced economics courses, such as AP or IB, showcases academic
rigor, which is a valued trait in applicants.

However, it is also important to note that some institutions may weigh economics differently based on
their specific admission criteria and program focus. For example, schools with strong business, public
policy, or economics departments might place more emphasis on economics coursework.



Common App Subject Classification: Economics in
Comparison

To better understand what subject economics falls under in the Common App, it helps to compare it
with other subjects frequently reported by students:

Social Studies/Social Sciences: Includes history, government, psychology, sociology, and
economics. Economics fits comfortably here due to its focus on societal systems.

Mathematics: While economics involves quantitative skills, it is rarely listed under pure math
courses on the Common App.

Business and Finance: Although related, economics is distinct from business courses like
accounting or marketing, which may be classified separately.

Humanities: Some interdisciplinary programs might categorize economics alongside
humanities, especially when courses emphasize ethical, philosophical, or cultural aspects.

This comparative context clarifies that economics is primarily a social science subject within the
Common App, but its interdisciplinary reach allows for flexibility in how students present their
academic records.

Reporting Economics on the Common App: Best Practices

When students input their academic information into the Common App, clarity and accuracy are
paramount. Here are some practical considerations for reporting economics coursework:

Identify the Correct Subject Area: Students should list economics under social studies or1.
social sciences unless their school designates it differently.

Specify Course Level: Indicate whether the course is standard, honors, AP, IB, or dual-2.
enrollment to reflect academic rigor.

Highlight Related Extracurriculars: If the student participates in economics clubs,3.
competitions, or internships, mentioning these can complement the academic record.

Use the Additional Information Section: To elaborate on the nature of economics4.
coursework or projects, students can utilize the Common App’s additional info space.

Such strategic reporting helps admissions officers better contextualize the student's academic
interests and strengths.



The Broader Educational Significance of Economics in
the Common App Era

In today’s education landscape, economics is more than just a subject; it is a lens through which
students understand the world. Its presence in the Common App reflects its growing importance as a
discipline that prepares students for various academic and career pathways.

With global economic challenges, from market volatility to social inequality, economics education
equips students with tools to analyze and address real-world problems. Consequently, including
economics in the Common App not only informs admissions committees about academic pursuits but
also signals a student’s engagement with contemporary issues.

In sum, answering the question “what subject is economics common app” requires recognizing
economics as a social science with interdisciplinary attributes, a subject that enhances academic
profiles and aligns with the expectations of modern higher education institutions.
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