POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR BERKELEY

PoLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR BERKELEY: EXPLORING A GATEWAY TO UNDERSTANDING POWER AND SOCIETY

POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR BERKELEY IS A POPULAR AND INTELLECTUALLY STIMULATING CHOICE FOR STUDENTS EAGER TO DIVE
INTO THE COMPLEXITIES OF GOVERNMENT, PUBLIC POLICY, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, AND POLITICAL THEORY. THE UNIVERSITY
OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY, WITH ITS RICH HISTORY OF ACTIVISM AND ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE, OFFERS A DYNAMIC ENVIRONMENT
FOR POLITICAL SCIENCE STUDENTS TO EXPLORE THE MECHANICS OF POWER, GOVERNANCE, AND SOCIAL CHANGE. THIS ARTICLE
DELVES INTO WHAT MAKES THE POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR AT BERKELEY UNIQUE, THE CURRICULUM STRUCTURE, OPPORTUNITIES
AVAILABLE, AND TIPS FOR MAKING THE MOST OUT OF THIS ACADEMIC JOURNEY.

WHY CHOOSE POLITICAL SCIENCE AT BERKELEY?

BERKELEY’S POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT IS RENOWNED FOR ITS RIGOROUS ACADEMIC STANDARDS AND ITS COMMITMENT TO
FOSTERING CRITICAL THINKING AMONG STUDENTS. THE CITY ITSELF, LOCATED IN THE BAaYy AREA, IS A HUB OF POLITICAL
ACTIVISM AND INNOVATION, PROVIDING AN INSPIRING BACKDROP FOR STUDENTS INTERESTED IN UNDERSTANDING REAL-WORLD
POLITICAL DYNAMICS.

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AND FACULTY EXPERTISE

ONE OF THE STANDOUT FEATURES OF PURSUING A POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR AT BERKELEY IS THE ACCESS TO WORLD-CLASS
FACULTY MEMBERS. PROFESSORS HERE ARE OFTEN LEADING RESEARCHERS AND PUBLIC INTELLECTUALS WHO BRING CUTTING-EDGE
POLITICAL SCIENCE THEORIES AND EMPIRICAL RESEARCH INTO THE CLASSROOM. THEIR EXPERTISE SPANS A VARIETY OF SUBFIELDS
SUCH AS COMPARATIVE POLITICS, AMERICAN POLITICS, POLITICAL THEORY, AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. STUDENTS BENEFIT
FROM SMALLER SEMINARS AND ENGAGING LECTURES THAT ENCOURAGE DEBATE AND DISCUSSION.

INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH

POLITICAL SCIENCE AT BERKELEY DOES NOT EXIST IN ISOLATION. THE PROGRAM ENCOURAGES INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDY,
ALLOWING STUDENTS TO COMBINE POLITICAL SCIENCE WITH OTHER AREAS LIKE ECONOMICS, SOCIOLOGY, HISTORY, AND
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES. THIS APPROACH PROVIDES A RICHER UNDERSTANDING OF HOW POLITICS INTERSECTS WITH SOCIAL,
ECONOMIC, AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES, EQUIPPING STUDENTS WITH A VERSATILE SKILL SET.

CurricULUM AND COURSEWORK

THE CURRICULUM FOR A POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR AT BERKELEY IS DESIGNED TO BALANCE THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS WITH
PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS. STUDENTS START WITH CORE COURSES THAT COVER FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTS IN POLITICAL
SCIENCE BEFORE MOVING ON TO ADVANCED SEMINARS AND SPECIALIZED TOPICS.

Core COURSES
THESE FOUNDATIONAL CLASSES TYPICALLY INCLUDE:

® [NTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN PoLITICS

o COMPARATIVE PoLITICS



® [NTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
e PoLITICAL THEORY

e QUANTITATIVE METHODS IN POLITICAL SCIENCE

THESE COURSES INTRODUCE STUDENTS TO THE KEY DEBATES AND METHODOLOGIES USED IN POLITICAL SCIENCE RESEARCH, SUCH
AS STATISTICAL ANALYSIS AND QUALITATIVE CASE STUDIES.

SPECIALIZATIONS AND ELECTIVES

ONCE THE BASICS ARE COVERED, STUDENTS CAN TAILOR THEIR STUDIES BY CHOOSING ELECTIVES THAT ALIGN WITH THEIR
INTERESTS. POPULAR AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION INCLUDE:

o ENVIRONMENTAL PoLiTics AND PoLicy

HuMAN RIGHTS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE

PoLiTiIcAL EcoNoMy

PusLic PoLicY AND ADMINISTRATION

CONFLICT RESOLUTION AND PEACE STUDIES

THESE ELECTIVES ALLOW STUDENTS TO DIVE DEEPER INTO TOPICS THEY ARE PASSIONATE ABOUT WHILE DEVELOPING EXPERTISE
THAT CAN BE LEVERAGED IN FUTURE CAREERS.

ReseARCH OPPORTUNITIES AND HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE

BERKELEY ENCOURAGES POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJORS TO ENGAGE IN RESEARCH EARLY ON. THERE ARE MANY OPPORTUNITIES FOR
UNDERGRADUATES TO PARTICIPATE IN FACULTY-LED RESEARCH PROJECTS OR EVEN PURSUE INDEPENDENT RESEARCH UNDER
MENTORSHIP.

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM (URAP)

THROUGH URAP/ STUDENTS CAN WORK CLOSELY WITH PROFESSORS ON CUTTING-EDGE POLITICAL SCIENCE RESEARCH, GAINING
INVALUABLE EXPERIENCE IN DATA COLLECTION, ANALYSIS, AND ACADEMIC WRITING. THIS HANDS-ON INVOLVEMENT OFTEN LEADS
TO CO-AUTHORSHIP ON PUBLICATIONS OR PRESENTATIONS AT CONFERENCES.

INTERNSHIPS AND PRACTICAL EXPOSURE

BERKELEY’S PROXIMITY TO POLITICAL HUBS SUCH AS SAN FRANCISCO AND SACRAMENTO FACILITATES NUMEROUS INTERNSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES IN GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES, NGOS, THINK TANKS, AND POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS. THESE EXPERIENCES PROVIDE
PRACTICAL INSIGHTS INTO POLICYMAKING AND ADVOCACY, ENRICHING STUDENTS” UNDERSTANDING BEYOND THE CLASSROOM.



CAREER PROSPECTS FOR PoOLITICAL SCIENCE MAJORS FROM BERKELEY

A POLITICAL SCIENCE DEGREE FROM BERKELEY OPENS DOORS TO A WIDE ARRAY OF CAREER PATHS. GRADUATES FIND THEMSELVES
WELL-PREPARED FOR ROLES IN PUBLIC SERVICE, LAW, INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, JOURNALISM, AND BEYOND.

GRADUATE STUDIES AND LAW ScHooL

MANY POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJORS CONTINUE THEIR EDUCATION BY PURSUING GRADUATE DEGREES IN POLITICAL SCIENCE, PUBLIC
POLICY, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, OR LAW. BERKELEY’S STRONG ACADEMIC FOUNDATION AND RESEARCH EXPERIENCE MAKE
STUDENTS COMPETITIVE APPLICANTS FOR TOP GRADUATE PROGRAMS.

CAREERS IN GOVERNMENT AND PusLIC PoLicy

GRADUATES OFTEN TAKE UP POSITIONS AS POLICY ANALYSTS, LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANTS, POLITICAL CONSULTANTS, OR
PUBLIC AFFAIRS SPECIALISTS. THESE ROLES ALLOW THEM TO INFLUENCE POLICY DECISIONS AND ENGAGE DIRECTLY WITH
GOVERNANCE PROCESSES.

NONPROFITS, ADVOCACY, AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

W/ITH A FOCUS ON SOCIAL JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS, MANY BERKELEY POLITICAL SCIENCE ALUMNI WORK IN NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATIONS OR INTERNATIONAL BODIES LIKE THE UNITED NATIONS. THEIR ANALYTICAL SKILLS AND UNDERSTANDING OF
GLOBAL POLITICS PREPARE THEM TO TACKLE COMPLEX CHALLENGES ON A GLOBAL SCALE.

TIPS FOR SUCCESS AS A POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR AT BERKELEY

NAVIGATING THE POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR AT BERKELEY CAN BE BOTH EXCITING AND CHALLENGING. HERE ARE SOME TIPS TO
HELP STUDENTS THRIVE:

® ENGAGE ACTIVELY IN CLASS DISCUSSIONS: POLITICAL SCIENCE THRIVES ON DEBATE AND DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES. DON’T
HESITATE TO SHARE YOUR VIEWS AND LEARN FROM YOUR PEERS.

* TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OFFICE HOURS: BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS WITH PROFESSORS CAN LEAD TO MENTORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES AND RESEARCH COLLABORATIONS.

o GET INVOLVED IN STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS: GROUPS LIKE THE POLITICAL SCIENCE STUDENT ASSOCIATION OR MODEL
UNITED NATIONS PROVIDE PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE AND NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES.

® SEEK INTERNSHIPS EARLY: REAL-WORLD EXPERIENCE IS INVALUABLE AND OFTEN NECESSARY FOR POST-GRADUATION
EMPLOYMENT.

® STAY INFORMED ON CURRENT EVENTS: POLITICAL SCIENCE IS DEEPLY CONNECTED TO ONGOING POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS;
BEING WELL-INFORMED ENHANCES YOUR ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL ENGAGEMENT.



THE BERKELEY EXPERIENCE BEYOND ACADEMICS

STUDYING POLITICAL SCIENCE AT BERKELEY IS ABOUT MORE THAN JUST COURSEWORK. THE UNIVERSITY’S VIBRANT CULTURE OF
ACTIVISM AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT OFFERS STUDENTS COUNTLESS OPPORTUNITIES TO APPLY THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND
PASSION.

CaMPUS ACTIVISM AND EVENTS

BERKELEY HAS A STORIED HISTORY AS A BIRTHPLACE OF SOCIAL MOVEMENTS. POLITICAL SCIENCE STUDENTS OFTEN
PARTICIPATE IN OR ORGANIZE EVENTS, LECTURES, AND PROTESTS THAT ADDRESS PRESSING SOCIAL AND POLITICAL ISSUES. THIS
ACTIVE ENVIRONMENT FOSTERS LEADERSHIP SKILLS AND CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY.

NETWORKING AND ALUMNI CONNECTIONS

THE EXTENSIVE BERKELEY ALUMNI NETWORK INCLUDES INFLUENTIAL FIGURES IN POLITICS, LAW, ACADEMIA, AND BUSINESS.
CONNECTING WITH ALUMNI CAN PROVIDE MENTORSHIP, INTERNSHIP LEADS, AND CAREER ADVICE, HELPING STUDENTS TRANSITION
SMOOTHLY FROM CAMPUS TO THE PROFESSIONAL WORLD.

EXPLORING THE POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR AT BERKELEY MEANS IMMERSING YOURSELF IN A RIGOROUS INTELLECTUAL
ENVIRONMENT PAIRED WITH REAL-WORLD EXPERIENCES THAT SHAPE YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF POWER, GOVERNANCE, AND
SOCIETY. WHETHER YOUR GOAL IS TO INFLUENCE POLICY, PURSUE ACADEMIA, OR WORK IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, BERKELEY’S
PROGRAM EQUIPS YOU WITH THE TOOLS, KNOWLEDGE, AND CONNECTIONS TO MAKE A MEANINGFUL IMPACT.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE CORE AREAS OF STUDY IN THE POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR AT BERKELEY?

THE POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR AT BERKELEY COVERS CORE AREAS SUCH AS AMERICAN POLITICS, COMPARATIVE POLITICS,
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, POLITICAL THEORY, AND METHODS OF POLITICAL ANALYSIS.

How COMPETITIVE IS ADMISSION TO THE PoLITICAL ScIENCE PROGRAM AT UC
BERKELEY?

AbMISsIoN To UC BERKELEY AS A WHOLE IS HIGHLY COMPETITIVE, AND WHILE THERE IS NO SEPARATE ADMISSION FOR THE
POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR, STUDENTS MUST MEET THE OVERALL UNIVERSITY REQUIREMENTS AND COMPLETE PREREQUISITE
COURSES TO DECLARE THE MAJOR.

\WHAT CAREER PATHS CAN A POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR FROM BERKELEY PURSUE?

GRADUATES WITH A POLITICAL SCIENCE DEGREE FROM BERKELEY OFTEN PURSUE CAREERS IN LAW, PUBLIC POLICY, GOVERNMENT,
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, JOURNALISM, ACADEMIA, AND NONPROFIT SECTORS.

DoEs BERKELEY OFFER ANY SPECIAL PROGRAMS OR RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES FOR
PoLITICAL SCIENCE MAJORS?

YES/ BERKELEY OFFERS VARIOUS RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES, INTERNSHIPS, HONORS PROGRAMS, AND STUDY ABROAD OPTIONS
SPECIFICALLY GEARED TOWARD POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJORS TO ENHANCE PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE AND ACADEMIC GROW TH.



ARE THERE ANY NOTABLE FACULTY MEMBERS IN BERKELEY'S POLITICAL SCIENCE
DEPARTMENT?

BERKELEY'S POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT INCLUDES RENOWNED SCHOLARS IN AREAS SUCH AS POLITICAL THEORY,
COMPARATIVE POLITICS, AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, INCLUDING WINNERS OF PRESTIGIOUS AWARDS AND WIDELY CITED
RESEARCHERS.

WHAT IS THE TYPICAL COURSE LOAD FOR A POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR AT BERKELEY?

A TYPICAL COURSE LOAD FOR A POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR AT BERKELEY INCLUDES FOUNDATIONAL COURSES IN POLITICAL
SCIENCE METHODS AND THEORY, ALONG WITH UPPER-DIVISION ELECTIVES FOCUSED ON SPECIFIC SUBFIELDS, USUALLY TOTALING
AROUND 12-16 UNITS PER SEMESTER.

CAN PoLITICAL SCIENCE MAJORS AT BERKELEY PARTICIPATE IN INTERNSHIPS DURING
THEIR STUDIES?

YES, BERKELEY ENCOURAGES POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJORS TO ENGAGE IN INTERNSHIPS WITH GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, NGOs, THINK
TANKS, AND POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS TO GAIN PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE ALONGSIDE THEIR ACADEMIC STUDIES.

How DoEes BerRkELEY'S POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM PREPARE STUDENTS FOR
GRADUATE STUDIES?

THE PROGRAM EMPHASIZES STRONG ANALYTICAL SKILLS, RESEARCH METHODS, AND THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS, PROVIDING
STUDENTS WITH THE TOOLS AND MENTORSHIP NEEDED TO PURSUE ADVANCED DEGREES IN POLITICAL SCIENCE OR RELATED FIELDS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

PoLITIcAL SCIENCE MAJOR BERKELEY: AN IN-DEPTH EXAMINATION OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AND CAREER PROSPECTS

POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR BERKELEY STANDS AS ONE OF THE MOST RESPECTED AND RIGOROUS ACADEMIC PATHS AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY. KNOWN FOR ITS COMPREHENSIVE CURRICULUM, DISTINGUISHED FACULTY, AND VIBRANT
INTELLECTUAL ENVIRONMENT, THE POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM ATTRACTS AMBITIOUS STUDENTS EAGER TO EXPLORE THE
COMPLEXITIES OF GOVERNANCE, POLICY~-MAKING, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, AND POLITICAL THEORY. THIS ARTICLE DELVES
INTO THE KEY ASPECTS OF THE POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR AT BERKELEY, PROVIDING AN ANALYTICAL OVERVIEW OF ITS
CURRICULUM, FACULTY EXPERTISE, RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES, AND CAREER OUTCOMES, WHILE POSITIONING IT WITHIN THE
BROADER CONTEXT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE EDUCATION IN THE UNITED STATES.

AcADEMIC RIGor AND CURRICULUM STRUCTURE

THE POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR AT BERKELEY IS DESIGNED TO OFFER A MULTIDIMENSIONAL UNDERSTANDING OF POLITICAL
SYSTEMS AND BEHAVIOR. STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO COMPLETE A SERIES OF CORE COURSES THAT COVER FOUNDATIONAL
CONCEPTS SUCH AS COMPARATIVE POLITICS, AMERICAN GOVERNMENT, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, AND POLITICAL THEORY. THE
CURRICULUM IS STRUCTURED TO BALANCE THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS WITH EMPIRICAL RESEARCH METHODS, ENSURING THAT
STUDENTS DEVELOP CRITICAL THINKING AND ANALYTICAL SKILLS.

ONE NOTABLE FEATURE OF THE BERKELEY POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM IS ITS EMPHASIS ON METHODOLOGICAL TRAINING.
COURSES IN QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS, STATISTICS, AND RESEARCH DESIGN ARE INTEGRAL TO THE MAJOR, EQUIPPING STUDENTS
TO CONDUCT SUBSTANTIVE POLITICAL RESEARCH. THIS FOCUS ON DATA-DRIVEN ANALYSIS IS INCREASINGLY RELEVANT GIVEN
THE GROWING IMPORTANCE OF EMPIRICAL EVIDENCE IN POLITICAL SCIENCE SCHOLARSHIP.

IN COMPARISON TO OTHER TOP-TIER POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAMS, BERKELEY DISTINGUISHES ITSELF WITH ITS
INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH. THE DEPARTMENT ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO TAKE ELECTIVES IN RELATED FIELDS SUCH AS



ECONOMICS, SOCIOLOGY, AND HISTORY, WHICH ENRICH THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF POLITICAL PHENOMENA. THIS FLEXIBILITY
ENABLES STUDENTS TO TAILOR THEIR ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE ACCORDING TO SPECIFIC INTERESTS, WHETHER IN PUBLIC POLICY,
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, OR POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY.

FACULTY EXPERTISE AND RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES

BERKELEY’S POLITICAL SCIENCE FACULTY INCLUDES SOME OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL SCHOLARS IN VARIOUS SUBFIELDS OF
POLITICAL SCIENCE. THEIR RESEARCH SPANS TOPICS SUCH AS ELECTORAL BEHAVIOR, POLITICAL ECONOMY, SOCIAL MOVEMENTS,
AND GLOBAL GOVERNANCE. THE ACCESS STUDENTS HAVE TO THESE EXPERTS FOSTERS A DYNAMIC LEARNING ENVIRONMENT,
\WHERE CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL ISSUES ARE CRITICALLY EXAMINED THROUGH BOTH CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION AND
COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH PROJECTS.

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ENGAGE IN RESEARCH THROUGH HONORS THESES, INDEPENDENT STUDY, AND
PARTICIPATION IN FACULTY-LED PROJECTS. THE AVAILABILITY OF RESEARCH CENTERS AND INSTITUTES AFFILIATED WITH THE
DEPARTMENT, SUCH AS THE INSTITUTE OF GOVERNMENTAL STUDIES/ FURTHER ENHANCES OPPORTUNITIES FOR HANDS-ON
EXPERIENCE IN POLITICAL ANALYSIS AND POLICY EVALUATION.

COoMPARATIVE ANALYSIS: BERKELEY VS. PEER INSTITUTIONS

W/HEN EVALUATING POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAMS NATIONALLY, BERKELEY CONSISTENTLY RANKS AMONG THE TOP
INSTITUTIONS, COMPETING CLOSELY WITH VY LEAGUE SCHOOLS AND OTHER FLAGSHIP PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES LIKE THE
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN AND STANFORD. A DISTINCTIVE ADVANTAGE OF BERKELEY’S PROGRAM LIES IN ITS INTEGRATION OF
CUTTING-EDGE RESEARCH WITH A COMMITMENT TO PUBLIC SERVICE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE, REFLECTING THE UNIVERSITY’S BROADER
ETHOS.

W/HILE SOME INSTITUTIONS MAY OFFER MORE SPECIALIZED TRACKS OR PROFESSIONAL DEGREES, BERKELEY’S POLITICAL SCIENCE
MAJOR MAINTAINS A STRONG LIBERAL ARTS FOUNDATION. THIS BROAD APPROACH ALLOWS GRADUATES TO ADAPT TO DIVERSE
CAREER PATHS, RANGING FROM ACADEMIA AND GOVERNMENT SERVICE TO JOURNALISM AND NON-PROFIT LEADERSHIP.

CAREER PROSPECTS AND ALUMNI OUTCOMES

THE POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR AT BERKELEY OPENS DOORS TO A WIDE ARRAY OF PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES. GRADUATES
OFTEN PURSUE CAREERS IN GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, POLICY THINK TANKS, AND ADVOCACY
GROUPS. THE ANALYTICAL AND COMMUNICATION SKILLS HONED THROUGH THE MAJOR ARE ALSO VALUABLE IN FIELDS SUCH AS
LAW, BUSINESS, AND MEDIA.

BERKELEY’S ROBUST ALUMNI NETWORK AND CAREER SERVICES PROVIDE SUBSTANTIAL SUPPORT IN JOB PLACEMENT AND
INTERNSHIPS. STUDENTS BENEFIT FROM CONNECTIONS TO SILICON VALLEY, W ASHINGTON D.C., AND GLOBAL INSTITUTIONS,
WHICH FACILITATE COMPETITIVE INTERNSHIPS AND EMPLOYMENT PROSPECTS. ACCORDING TO RECENT DATA, A SIGNIFICANT
PERCENTAGE OF POLITICAL SCIENCE GRADUATES FROM BERKELEY SECURE POSITIONS WITHIN SIX MONTHS OF GRADUATION,
UNDERSCORING THE PROGRAM’S EFFECTIVENESS IN PREPARING STUDENTS FOR THE W ORKFORCE.

STRENGTHS AND CHALLENGES OF THE PoLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR AT BERKELEY

e STRENGTHS: A RIGOROUS CURRICULUM WITH STRONG QUANTITATIVE TRAINING, ACCESS TO RENOWNED FACULTY,
DIVERSE RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES, AND A VIBRANT INTELLECTUAL COMMUNITY.

o CHALLENGES: THE COMPETITIVE NATURE OF THE PROGRAM CAN BE DEMANDING, AND STUDENTS MUST BE PROACTIVE IN
SEEKING MENTORSHIP AND RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES TO MAXIMIZE THEIR ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE.



INTEGRATION OF TECHNOLOGY AND POLITICAL SCIENCE

BERKELEY’S POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT ALSO EMBRACES TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS, INTEGRATING DATA SCIENCE AND
COMPUTATIONAL METHODS INTO THE STUDY OF POLITICS. COURSES ON BIG DATA ANALYSIS, MACHINE LEARNING APPLICATIONS
IN POLITICAL BEHAVIOR, AND DIGITAL POLITICS REFLECT THE EVOLVING LANDSCAPE OF THE DISCIPLINE. THIS MODERN
ORIENTATION PROVIDES STUDENTS WITH RELEVANT SKILLS TO ANALYZE POLITICAL TRENDS IN AN INCREASINGLY DIGITIZED
\¥/ORLD.

STUDENT LIFE AND EXTRACURRICULAR ENGAGEMENT

Bevonp ACADEMICS, POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJORS AT BERKELEY ENGAGE IN NUMEROUS EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES THAT
COMPLEMENT THEIR STUDIES. STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS THE POLITICAL SCIENCE STUDENT ASSOCIATION AND MODEL
UNITED NATIONS TEAMS FOSTER LEADERSHIP SKILLS AND PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE IN DIPLOMACY AND NEGOTIATION. PUBLIC
LECTURES, WORKSHOPS, AND CONFERENCES HOSTED ON CAMPUS PROVIDE FORUMS FOR DIALOGUE ON PRESSING POLITICAL
ISSUES, FURTHER ENRICHING STUDENTS” EDUCATIONAL JOURNEY.

IMPACT OF BERKELEY’S LOCATION ON THE POLITICAL SCIENCE EXPERIENCE

BERKELEY’S PROXIMITY TO SAN FRANCISCO AND THE BROADER BAY AREA OFFERS UNIQUE ADVANTAGES FOR POLITICAL SCIENCE
STUDENTS. THE REGION’S STATUS AS A HUB FOR TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION, SOCIAL ACTIVISM, AND POLICY
EXPERIMENTATION CREATES A LIVING LABORATORY FOR POLITICAL INQUIRY. STUDENTS OFTEN HAVE OPPORTUNITIES TO INTERN
WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT BODIES, ADVOCACY ORGANIZATIONS, AND TECH FIRMS ENGAGED IN POLICY DEVELOPMENT, ALLOWING
FOR REAL-WORLD APPLICATION OF CLASSROOM KNOWLEDGE.

BY SITUATING ITS POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR WITHIN THIS DYNAMIC ENVIRONMENT, BERKELEY ENSURES THAT STUDENTS ARE NOT
ONLY WELL-VERSED IN THEORY BUT ALSO ATTUNED TO CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS.

AS POLITICAL LANDSCAPES CONTINUE TO EVOLVE GLOBALLY AND DOMESTICALLY, THE POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR AT BERKELEY
REMAINS A COMPELLING CHOICE FOR STUDENTS SEEKING AN INTELLECTUALLY RIGOROUS, MULTIDISCIPLINARY, AND PRACTICALLY
ORIENTED EDUCATION. |TS BLEND OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE, RESEARCH INNOVATION, AND STRATEGIC LOCATION CULTIVATES
GRADUATES CAPABLE OF CONTRIBUTING THOUGHTFULLY AND EFFECTIVELY TO THE WORLD OF POLITICS AND POLICY.
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