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Neil Young Like a Hurricane Tab: Mastering an Iconic Classic on Guitar

neil young like a hurricane tab is a phrase that instantly catches the ear of any guitarist eager to
dive into the timeless, raw energy of rock music. Neil Young’s "Like a Hurricane" is not just a song; it's
a legendary guitar anthem that captures his expressive style and emotional intensity. For players
looking to replicate the soaring solos and rich rhythm parts, understanding the tab is essential. In this
article, we'll explore the best ways to approach the neil young like a hurricane tab, break down key
techniques, and offer tips to help you play this classic with feeling and precision.

Understanding Neil Young’s Guitar Style in "Like a
Hurricane"

Before jumping into the tab itself, it's crucial to appreciate what makes Neil Young’s guitar work so
distinctive. Unlike many technically flashy guitarists, Neil’s style is deeply emotive and rooted in
simplicity combined with passionate execution. His playing often features long, sustained notes,
blues-inspired bends, and a raw tone that conveys emotion over speed.

The Role of Emotion and Tone

When tackling the neil young like a hurricane tab, one of the first things to focus on is the tone. Neil's
guitar sound on this track is characterized by a thick, warm distortion with plenty of sustain. Achieving
this tone typically involves using a tube amplifier, overdrive pedals, and setting the amp to have a
creamy midrange with smooth highs.

Tone isn’t just about gear either—your picking dynamics and vibrato technique play a huge role. Neil
uses wide vibrato and expressive bends to make each note sing. When reading the tab, pay close
attention to the bends and vibratos marked, as replicating these nuances will bring your cover closer
to the original feel.

Key Techniques Highlighted in the Tab

The neil young like a hurricane tab includes several guitar techniques that stand out:

- **Bends and Vibratos:** Many of the lead phrases rely on bending notes up a whole or half step,
then applying vibrato to sustain the emotional impact.

- **Palm Muting and Dynamics:** In the rhythm parts, palm muting is used to control the attack and
add rhythmic interest.

- **Slide and Hammer-ons:** Smooth transitions between notes are common, requiring slides and
hammer-ons for fluidity.

- **Alternate Picking:** While not overly fast, some passages benefit from controlled alternate picking
to maintain clarity.



Mastering these techniques in isolation before attempting the full song can make the learning process
smoother.

Breaking Down the Neil Young Like a Hurricane Tab

Now that you understand the style and techniques, let’'s look at how the tab is typically structured.
The song is famous for its memorable intro riff, a driving rhythm section, and extended guitar solos
that showcase Neil’s expressive playing.

The Intro and Main Riff

The intro riff in the neil young like a hurricane tab is iconic and sets the mood for the entire song. It
combines power chords with single-note lines that are played with a distinctive swing. The tab usually
shows this riff starting on the low E string with a blend of open strings and fretted notes.

When practicing this section:
- Focus on clean transitions between chords.

- Use slight palm muting on the lower strings to keep the riff tight.
- Keep the timing steady to maintain the groove.

The Rhythm Parts

The rhythm guitar parts underpin the track’s driving force. They often use open chords with a crunchy
distortion. In the tab, you'll find chord diagrams and strumming patterns that reflect this raw energy.

Tips for rhythm sections:
- Use your thumb to mute unwanted strings as needed.

- Strum confidently with a pick to emulate Neil’s aggressive style.
- Pay attention to the dynamics—some parts are played softer to add tension.

The Legendary Guitar Solo

No discussion of the neil young like a hurricane tab would be complete without delving into the
soaring solos. Neil's solos are emotional outbursts rather than technical displays, so technique is
important, but feel is paramount.

Key points for the solo:
- Practice the bends slowly to hit the correct pitch.

- Use wide vibrato to sustain notes and add expressiveness.
- Listen closely to the original recording to capture phrasing and timing.



- Incorporate slides and hammer-ons to create smooth note transitions.

Tips for Learning the Neil Young Like a Hurricane Tab
Effectively

For many guitarists, the challenge is not just reading the tab but translating it into a performance that
feels authentic. Here are some tips to help you along the way:

1. Start Slow and Build Up Speed

The neil young like a hurricane tab involves nuanced bends and rhythmic precision. Begin practicing
slowly to ensure accuracy and gradually increase your tempo as you gain confidence. Using a
metronome can help keep your timing tight.

2. Focus on Tone from the Beginning

Since Neil Young’s tone is so integral to the song’s character, try to get your sound close to his early
on. Experiment with your amp settings and effects pedals. Even if you don’t have top-tier gear, dialing
in @ warm overdrive and using your guitar’s tone controls can get you close.

3. Record Yourself

Recording your practice sessions is invaluable. Listening back helps you identify areas where your
timing or intonation might be off and allows you to track your progress over time.

4. Play Along with the Original Track

Once you're comfortable with the tab, playing along with Neil Young's recording brings the song to
life. This practice helps with timing, feel, and understanding how your part fits within the full
arrangement.

Where to Find Reliable Neil Young Like a Hurricane Tab
Versions

There are many versions of the neil young like a hurricane tab online, but not all are accurate or easy
to follow. Here are some tips on finding quality tabs:

- **Official Songbooks:** Neil Young's official sheet music collections often include accurate



transcriptions.

- *Reputable Tab Sites:** Websites like Ultimate Guitar or Songsterr have user ratings and comments
to help you find the best versions.

- **V/ideo Tutorials:** Sometimes watching a tutorial can clarify tricky parts that are hard to interpret
from tab alone.

Remember, tabs are a guide—not a rulebook. Use your ear and judgment to tweak parts as needed to
suit your playing style.

Understanding the Guitar Gear Behind "Like a
Hurricane"

To truly capture the essence of "Like a Hurricane," understanding Neil Young’s gear can be helpful.
Neil is known primarily for his use of vintage Fender guitars, especially the Fender Telecaster, which is
renowned for its bright, cutting tone.

His amp setup usually includes:

- Fender tube amps, often tweed or blackface models.
- Overdrive pedals to add crunchy sustain.
- Minimal effects beyond reverb and delay, keeping the sound raw and natural.

While you don’t need to replicate his exact setup, using a guitar with single-coil pickups and a tube
amp or quality overdrive pedal can get you in the ballpark.

Embracing the Spirit of Neil Young’s Playing

At its core, "Like a Hurricane" is about expression. The neil young like a hurricane tab is a tool that
helps you unlock that expression on the guitar. Don’t get too caught up in playing every note
perfectly. Instead, focus on conveying the song’s passion and energy through your playing.
Experiment with your vibrato, dynamics, and phrasing to make the song your own.

In the end, playing Neil Young’s music is as much about feeling as technique. The tab guides your
fingers, but your heart brings the music to life. Whether you're a beginner eager to learn or a
seasoned player seeking to add this classic to your repertoire, approaching the neil young like a
hurricane tab with patience and passion will yield the most rewarding results.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the difficulty level of the 'Like a Hurricane' guitar tab
by Neil Young?

'Like a Hurricane' is considered an intermediate to advanced level guitar piece due to its fast-paced



solos and expressive bends.

Where can | find an accurate tab for Neil Young's 'Like a
Hurricane'?

Accurate tabs for 'Like a Hurricane' can be found on websites like Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, and
official Neil Young fan sites.

What tuning is used in Neil Young's 'Like a Hurricane'?

Neil Young plays 'Like a Hurricane' in standard tuning (EAD G B e).

Are there any notable guitar techniques used in the 'Like a
Hurricane' solo?

Yes, the solo features techniques such as string bending, vibrato, slides, and fast alternate picking.

Can beginners learn 'Like a Hurricane' using tabs alone?

While tabs are helpful, beginners might find the song challenging and may benefit from video tutorials
and slow practice.

What gear did Neil Young use to achieve the tone in 'Like a
Hurricane'?

Neil Young used a Fender Telecaster guitar with a Bigsby vibrato and a Fender Deluxe amplifier to
create the signature tone.

Is there a video lesson available for 'Like a Hurricane' guitar
tab?

Yes, several guitar instructors have posted detailed video lessons on YouTube breaking down the 'Like
a Hurricane' tab step-by-step.

Additional Resources

Neil Young Like a Hurricane Tab: A Deep Dive into the Iconic Guitar Piece

neil young like a hurricane tab represents a fascinating intersection between two legendary
figures in rock history: Neil Young and the iconic guitar riff famously associated with "Like a
Hurricane." However, it is important to clarify the context and nuances surrounding this phrase, as it
often leads to some confusion among guitar enthusiasts and fans alike. This article aims to unravel
the complexities involved with the neil young like a hurricane tab, providing a professional, analytical
approach to understanding the tabs, techniques, and stylistic elements that define this piece.



Understanding the Context of Neil Young’'s Guitar Style

Neil Young's guitar work is renowned for its raw emotion, distinctive tone, and minimalistic yet
powerful solos. His playing combines folk, rock, and country influences, often marked by a unique use
of vibrato and expressive phrasing. When guitarists search for the "neil young like a hurricane tab,"
they are typically referencing the style or specific licks that Neil Young might have inspired or is
mistakenly associated with, given the similarity in emotive power and tone.

“Like a Hurricane,” on the other hand, is a signature song by Neil Young himself, from his 1977 album
*American Stars 'n Bars*. The song features one of his most famous electric guitar solos,
characterized by soaring bends, sustained notes, and a passionate delivery that has become
quintessential Neil Young. The tab for this song is highly sought after because it encapsulates his
electric guitar prowess in a way few other tracks do.

Dissecting the “Like a Hurricane” Guitar Tab

The neil young like a hurricane tab captures the intricate balance between technical skill and
emotional expression. The song’s guitar solo is not merely a series of notes but a narrative conveyed
through bends, slides, and vibrato. Players looking to master this tab must focus on several key
elements:

e Bends and Vibrato: The solo relies heavily on controlled string bending combined with a wide
vibrato to sustain notes and create an emotive effect.

* Note Selection: The phrasing leans on a minor pentatonic scale, but Neil Young often
incorporates blues notes and chromatic passing tones to enrich the melody.

e Timing and Dynamics: Unlike highly technical solos, “Like a Hurricane” demands a feel for
dynamics—knowing when to play softly and when to let notes ring out with intensity.

The tab itself is moderately challenging, making it accessible for intermediate players while still
offering depth for advanced guitarists to explore nuances.

Comparing Neil Young’s Style to Other Guitar Legends

When discussing the neil young like a hurricane tab, it's useful to compare Young’s approach to guitar
with other legendary players, especially those known for their emotive soloing styles, such as David
Gilmour or Eric Clapton. While Gilmour’s solos often emphasize melodic phrasing and sustained notes,
and Clapton’s work is rooted in blues-based techniques, Neil Young’s solos stand out by their rawness
and unpredictability.

Unlike technically flashy guitarists, Young’s playing is less about speed and more about conveying a
visceral feeling. This is evident in “Like a Hurricane,” where the solo’s power comes from its



emotional delivery rather than technical complexity. The tab reflects this philosophy, with many licks
that prioritize expressive bends and timing over rapid-fire notes.

Technical Features of the Neil Young Like a Hurricane Tab

For those analyzing the neil young like a hurricane tab from a technical perspective, several features
are worth noting:

1. Use of Effects: Neil Young famously uses a Bigsby vibrato tailpiece to add subtle pitch
variations, which are crucial for replicating the song’s signature sound.

2. Amplification and Tone: The distinct tone comes from his vintage amplifiers and often a
somewhat overdriven sound that isn’'t overly saturated, maintaining clarity with grit.

3. Finger Positioning: The tab requires careful finger positioning to execute bends and slides
smoothly, with occasional use of hammer-ons and pull-offs to add fluidity.

These technical elements make the tab not only a transcription of notes but a guide to capturing the
spirit of Neil Young's playing.

Where to Find Authentic Neil Young Like a Hurricane
Tabs

The quest for authentic neil young like a hurricane tab versions has led players to a variety of
sources, both official and unofficial. While many fan sites and guitar forums offer free tabs, the
accuracy of these can vary significantly. For the most faithful transcription, official tab books or
licensed tablature websites are recommended.

Some popular platforms for high-quality tabs include:
» Ultimate Guitar: Offers multiple versions of the “Like a Hurricane” tab, including user ratings
and video tutorials.

e Songsterr: Provides interactive tabs with playback features, allowing guitarists to hear the
timing and rhythm as they learn.

o Official Neil Young Publications: These provide authorized tabs, ensuring they reflect the
artist’s original intent and arrangement.

Selecting the right tab source can significantly impact one’s learning curve and overall experience
with the song.



Challenges and Tips for Learning the Neil Young Like a
Hurricane Tab

Players approaching the neil young like a hurricane tab often face a few common challenges:

e Mastering the Vibrato and Bends: Neil Young's controlled vibrato is a signature element
that requires practice to replicate authentically.

e Timing and Feel: The solo’s emotional impact relies heavily on timing nuances, which can be
difficult to grasp from tabs alone.

e Tone Replication: Achieving the distinctive Neil Young tone involves experimenting with amp
settings and effects pedals, beyond just the notes.

To overcome these hurdles, players should consider slow practice with a metronome, use backing
tracks to enhance timing, and watch live performances for visual cues on technique.

Broader Implications of Neil Young’s Guitar Work on
Modern Music

The significance of the neil young like a hurricane tab extends beyond a single song. Neil Young’s
approach to guitar has influenced countless musicians and genres, from indie rock to alternative
country. His emphasis on emotional authenticity over technical showmanship offers a blueprint for
modern guitarists seeking to connect deeply with their audience.

In particular, the “Like a Hurricane” solo serves as a case study in how simplicity paired with passion
can create timeless music. The tab allows players to tap into this ethos, offering a pathway to not just
mimicry but genuine expression.

Exploring such iconic tabs also bridges generations of musicians, encouraging new players to study
classic rock guitar techniques while developing their own voice.

Neil Young's guitar legacy, embodied in pieces like “Like a Hurricane,” continues to resonate,
inspiring both veterans and newcomers to embrace the power of heartfelt playing. The neil young like
a hurricane tab remains a pivotal resource for those looking to immerse themselves in this rich
musical tradition.
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