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How to Make a Cat Tree: A Step-by-Step Guide to Crafting the Perfect Playground for Your Feline
Friend

how to make a cat tree is a question many cat owners find themselves asking when they want to
provide their pets with a safe, stimulating environment without splurging on expensive store-bought
options. Building your own cat tree can be a rewarding project that not only saves money but also
allows you to customize the design to fit your space and your cat’s preferences. Whether you’re a
seasoned DIY enthusiast or a beginner looking for a fun project, this guide will walk you through the
essentials of creating a sturdy, engaging cat tree that your furry friend will love.

Why Consider a DIY Cat Tree?

Before diving into the “how,” it’s worth understanding why making a cat tree at home is such a great
idea. Commercial cat trees can be pricey and sometimes lack the durability or design features that
suit your cat’s personality. When you make your own, you can tailor the height, materials, and layout
to match your cat’s climbing style and your home décor. Plus, using natural materials like sisal rope
and wood can be healthier and more appealing to cats.

Benefits of Building Your Own Cat Tree

Customization: Pick the exact colors, shapes, and sizes your cat will enjoy.

Cost-effectiveness: Materials like plywood, carpet remnants, and sisal rope are affordable.

Quality control: Use sturdy, pet-safe materials and avoid cheap plastics.

Creative satisfaction: There’s a special joy in watching your cat explore a tree you built.

Planning Your Cat Tree

Just like any construction project, planning is key. This stage involves understanding your cat’s habits
and figuring out the best location in your home.

Assess Your Cat’s Needs

Consider your cat’s age, activity level, and favorite spots in the house. Do they love high perches to
survey the room, or do they prefer cozy hideouts? How many cats will use the tree? Answering these



questions will influence the number of platforms, scratching posts, and hidey-holes you include.

Choose the Right Spot

Cats love to be where the action is but also appreciate quiet corners. A sunny window nook or near
your living room where they can keep an eye on things is ideal. Make sure there’s enough space for
the height and breadth of your planned structure without obstructing walkways.

Materials and Tools Needed for Making a Cat Tree

Gathering the right materials sets the foundation for a durable and safe cat tree. Here’s a list of
common supplies used in DIY cat tree projects:

Wood: Plywood or MDF boards for platforms and base

Sisal rope: For wrapping posts to create scratching areas

Carpet or faux fleece: To cover platforms for comfort

Wood screws and nails: To hold everything together firmly

Wood glue: Adds extra strength to joints

Staple gun: For attaching fabric securely

Power drill and screwdriver

Measuring tape and pencil

Sandpaper: To smooth rough edges

Tips for Selecting Materials

Avoid treated woods or toxic glues that can harm your cat. Opt for non-toxic, pet-friendly fabrics, and
make sure all surfaces are smooth to prevent splinters. Sisal rope is a favorite among cats for
scratching because it’s natural and durable.

Step-by-Step Guide: How to Make a Cat Tree



Step 1: Design Your Cat Tree

Sketch a rough diagram of your cat tree, including the base, posts, platforms, and any enclosed
spaces like cubbies. Keep in mind the balance — the base should be wide and sturdy enough to
prevent tipping.

Step 2: Cut the Wood Pieces

Using your measurements, cut the plywood or MDF for the base and platforms. Sand the edges
thoroughly for safety.

Step 3: Assemble the Base and Posts

Attach the vertical posts to the base using wood screws and glue. Posts can be simple wooden
cylinders or thick PVC pipes wrapped in sisal rope. Make sure they’re secure and upright.

Step 4: Wrap the Posts in Sisal Rope

Apply a bit of wood glue and tightly wind the sisal rope around each post. Staple the ends underneath
or inside the base for a clean finish. This creates perfect scratching posts.

Step 5: Attach Platforms and Hideouts

Fix the platforms at varying heights to the posts using screws. If including hideouts or cubbies,
assemble those boxes separately and secure them onto the tree. Cover all platforms and hideouts
with carpet or fleece using a staple gun.

Step 6: Finishing Touches

Add soft cushions, hanging toys, or ramps to enrich your cat’s experience. Make sure all attachments
are firmly secured to avoid hazards.

Extra Tips for a Successful DIY Cat Tree

Consider Stability and Safety

Cats love to jump and climb vigorously, so your cat tree must be stable. Use a wide base and heavy



materials at the bottom to prevent tipping. Regularly inspect your cat tree for loose parts and repair
as needed.

Incorporate Interactive Elements

Adding dangling toys, scratching pads, or even small tunnels can make your cat tree a playground
rather than just a perch. Rotating or changing toys keeps your cat interested.

Match Your Home Décor

Since your cat tree will be part of your living space, consider painting or staining the wood to match
furniture. Neutral or natural colors often blend well.

Why Cats Love Cat Trees

Understanding the feline attraction to cat trees helps you design one they’ll actually use. Cats are
natural climbers and hunters. Elevated perches give them a sense of security and a vantage point to
observe their territory. Scratching posts satisfy their instinct to maintain claws and mark territory.
Cozy hideouts offer privacy and a quiet retreat.

By building your own cat tree, you’re providing your cat with an enriching environment that
stimulates their mind and body, reducing boredom and destructive behavior.

Creating a cat tree with your own hands not only delights your pet but also brings a sense of
accomplishment. With some basic tools, affordable materials, and a bit of creativity, you can craft a
beautiful, functional playground that both you and your cat will appreciate for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to make a sturdy cat tree?
To make a sturdy cat tree, you'll need plywood or MDF for the base and platforms, sisal rope for
wrapping posts, carpet or faux fleece for covering surfaces, screws and nails, wood glue, and tools
like a drill, saw, and staple gun.

How do I choose the right size for a homemade cat tree?
Consider the size and weight of your cat(s) when choosing dimensions. The base should be wide
enough to prevent tipping, and platforms should be spacious enough for your cat to comfortably sit or
lie down. Typically, a base of at least 18x18 inches and platforms around 12x12 inches work well.



What is the best way to cover a cat tree for comfort and
durability?
Use soft, durable materials like carpet, faux fleece, or upholstery fabric to cover platforms and
perches. Secure the fabric tightly with a staple gun, ensuring there are no loose edges. For scratching
posts, wrap them tightly with sisal rope, which is durable and appealing to cats.

How can I make a cat tree more engaging for my cat?
Incorporate various levels, hiding spots, and scratching posts. Add hanging toys or dangling feathers
from the platforms. Include cozy enclosed areas or cubbies for your cat to hide and nap. Varying
heights and textures keep cats interested and active.

Is it safe to use recycled materials when building a cat tree?
Yes, using recycled wood or materials is safe as long as they are clean, free from toxic chemicals,
paints, or sharp edges. Ensure all surfaces are sanded smooth, and avoid treated woods that might be
harmful to cats.

How do I securely attach the scratching posts to the cat tree?
Attach scratching posts by screwing them firmly into the base and platforms using wood screws. Pre-
drill holes to prevent splitting the wood. Wrap the posts tightly with sisal rope and secure the ends
with staple guns or wood glue for added durability.

Can I customize a cat tree to fit small spaces?
Absolutely! Design your cat tree vertically to save floor space, using tall posts and multiple stacked
platforms. Consider wall-mounted shelves or corner units to maximize space. Custom measurements
allow the tree to fit perfectly into small apartments or rooms.

Additional Resources
How to Make a Cat Tree: A Comprehensive Guide to Creating the Perfect Kitty Playground

how to make a cat tree is a question that many cat owners consider when looking to enrich their
pets’ environment. Cat trees provide essential vertical space for cats to climb, scratch, and rest —
activities that are crucial for their physical and mental well-being. While commercially available cat
trees can be expensive and sometimes lack customization, building your own allows for
personalization that fits your cat’s preferences and your home décor. This article explores the step-
by-step process, materials, design considerations, and practical tips for constructing a durable and
engaging cat tree.

Understanding the Importance of a Cat Tree

Before diving into the construction process, it’s important to understand why cat trees are valuable.



Cats are natural climbers and hunters, and providing vertical territories satisfies their instinctual
behaviors. According to studies in animal behavior, vertical spaces reduce stress by giving cats safe
vantage points and private areas. Additionally, cat trees often incorporate scratching posts, which
help maintain healthy claws and prevent furniture damage.

Commercial cat trees come in various sizes and features, but they can be bulky or made from lower-
quality materials. By learning how to make a cat tree at home, owners can tailor the structure to their
cat’s size, activity level, and favorite materials, while often saving money.

Key Considerations When Designing a DIY Cat Tree

Size and Stability

One of the most critical factors is the tree’s size relative to your cat. Larger cats require sturdier
platforms and wider bases to prevent tipping. For example, Maine Coons or other large breeds benefit
from reinforced plywood bases and thicker posts. Stability can be enhanced by using wider support
beams and securing the structure to a wall if necessary.

Materials Selection

Choosing the right materials affects durability and safety. Common materials include plywood or MDF
for platforms, sisal rope for scratching surfaces, carpet for comfort, and non-toxic adhesives and
fasteners. Avoid using treated wood or materials with harmful chemicals, as cats often chew or lick
surfaces.

Design Features

Cat trees often combine multiple features:

Scratching Posts: Sisal-covered posts encourage healthy scratching habits.

Platforms and Perches: Varied heights allow climbing and resting spots.

Enclosed Spaces: Cubes or tunnels provide hiding places for privacy.

Toys and Accessories: Dangling toys or interactive elements stimulate play.

Tailoring these features to your cat’s preferences increases the likelihood that the cat tree will be
well-used.



Step-by-Step Guide on How to Make a Cat Tree

1. Planning and Designing Your Cat Tree

Start by measuring your available space and considering your cat’s size and activity level. Sketch a
rough design that includes the number of platforms, scratching posts, and enclosed areas. Keep in
mind the height should not exceed what your ceiling and room size can accommodate. Prioritize
stability in the design.

2. Gathering Materials and Tools

Typical materials list:

Plywood sheets (at least 3/4 inch thick)

Sisal rope (for wrapping posts)

Carpet or faux fleece fabric (for covering platforms)

Wood screws and brackets

Wood glue (non-toxic)

Staple gun and staples

Paint or wood sealant (optional, pet-safe)

Essential tools include a saw, drill, screwdriver, measuring tape, and utility knife.

3. Cutting and Preparing Components

Cut plywood into baseboards, platforms, and enclosure panels according to your design. Sand edges
to avoid splinters. Wrap posts with sisal rope tightly, securing both ends with staples or glue. Cover
platforms and cubes with carpet or fabric using a staple gun for comfort and traction.

4. Assembly

Start by attaching posts to the baseboard using screws and brackets for added stability. Then, fix
platforms at various heights on the posts, ensuring that each level is securely fastened. If including an
enclosed box or tunnel, assemble it separately and then attach it to the structure. Double-check all



fasteners for security.

5. Finishing Touches

Add any dangling toys or additional accessories. Optionally, apply pet-safe paint or wood sealant to
exposed wood surfaces for aesthetics and durability. Allow any adhesives or finishes to dry fully
before introducing your cat to the new playground.

Comparisons: DIY Cat Tree vs. Store-Bought Options

When deciding whether to invest time in how to make a cat tree or purchase one, consider the
following:

Customization: DIY offers complete control over design, size, and materials, whereas store-
bought models are pre-designed.

Cost: Building your own can be more economical, especially when repurposing materials.

Durability: Homemade trees can be sturdier if quality materials and construction methods are
used.

Time and Effort: DIY requires woodworking skills and time; commercial trees offer
convenience.

For owners with carpentry experience, making a cat tree can be a rewarding project that results in a
unique, durable product. Those with limited skills may prefer customizable store options.

Safety and Maintenance Considerations

Ensuring the cat tree is safe is paramount. Check for loose staples, sharp edges, or unstable sections
regularly. Since cats use scratching posts extensively, replace sisal rope as it wears down. Clean
fabric coverings periodically to maintain hygiene. An unstable or unsafe cat tree can lead to injuries or
discourage use.

Eco-Friendly and Sustainable Options

An emerging trend in DIY cat trees is the use of sustainable materials. Using reclaimed wood or
natural fibers reduces the environmental footprint. Non-toxic finishes and organic fabrics also
promote a healthier environment for pets.



Exploring how to make a cat tree with eco-conscious principles not only benefits your cat but also
aligns with broader sustainability goals.

The process of creating a personalized cat tree combines creativity, practical skills, and a deep
understanding of feline behavior. By investing effort into design and construction, cat owners can
provide a stimulating environment that supports their pet’s natural instincts and promotes health.
Whether opting for a simple scratching post or a multi-level fortress, building a cat tree is an
endeavor that enhances both pet welfare and the home environment.
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