christian science globe boston

Christian Science Globe Boston: A Beacon of Spiritual and Architectural Wonder

christian science globe boston immediately calls to mind one of Boston’s most iconic
landmarks—the striking geodesic sphere that crowns the Mary Baker Eddy Library. This
architectural marvel is not just a stunning sight on the city skyline but also a symbol of the
Christian Science faith, its history, and its enduring message. For visitors and locals alike,
the Christian Science Globe in Boston offers a unique blend of spiritual significance,
cultural richness, and architectural brilliance.

The History Behind the Christian Science Globe
in Boston

The globe, officially known as the "World Peace Globe," is perched atop the Mary Baker
Eddy Library, located on Massachusetts Avenue. This library is dedicated to Mary Baker
Eddy, the founder of Christian Science, and serves as a repository for her writings and
other related historical documents.

Origins and Symbolism of the Globe

The globe was originally created for the 1964-1965 New York World’s Fair, where it was
showcased as a symbol of world peace and unity. Its design was inspired by the geodesic
domes popularized by architect Buckminster Fuller, embodying harmony between science,
spirituality, and art. After the fair, the globe found its permanent home in Boston in 1990,
atop the Mary Baker Eddy Library, where it continues to inspire visitors with its message
of peace and healing.

Mary Baker Eddy and the Christian Science Movement

Understanding the significance of the globe requires a brief look at Mary Baker Eddy’s life
and teachings. Eddy founded Christian Science in the late 19th century, emphasizing
spiritual healing and the power of prayer. Her seminal work, “Science and Health with
Key to the Scriptures,” remains central to Christian Science study. The globe symbolizes
the global reach of her teachings and the hope for a peaceful world grounded in spiritual
understanding.

Architectural Features of the Christian Science



Globe Boston

The globe is a stunning example of mid-20th-century design, combining aesthetics with a
powerful symbolic message.

Design and Construction

Measuring 28 feet in diameter and weighing approximately 20 tons, the globe is a complex
structure of aluminum and steel. Its geodesic design means it is made up of
interconnected triangles that form a spherical shape, allowing for structural strength and
visual appeal. The globe rotates slowly, symbolizing the ongoing movement of the earth
and the continuous unfolding of spiritual truth.

Location and Visibility

Positioned prominently on the roof of the Mary Baker Eddy Library, the globe can be seen
from many vantage points around Boston, including the Back Bay and Fenway
neighborhoods. Its gleaming surface catches sunlight during the day, and at night it’s
beautifully illuminated, serving as a beacon of hope and enlightenment. For photographers
and architecture enthusiasts, the globe is a must-see when exploring Boston’s skyline.

Visiting the Mary Baker Eddy Library and the
Globe

For those interested in Christian Science, architecture, or Boston history, a visit to the
Mary Baker Eddy Library offers a meaningful experience.

Library Exhibits and Resources

The library offers extensive exhibits on Mary Baker Eddy’s life, the history of Christian
Science, and the impact of the movement worldwide. Visitors can explore rare
manuscripts, early editions of Eddy’s writings, and interactive displays that explain the
principles of Christian Science. The library also houses the Mapparium, another
architectural marvel, a three-story stained-glass globe that allows visitors to walk through
a literal representation of the world.

Guided Tours and Educational Programs

The Mary Baker Eddy Library provides guided tours that delve into the significance of the



globe and the larger Christian Science heritage. These tours often include insights into the
architectural design of the globe, the history of its creation, and the spiritual philosophy it
represents. Educational programs and lectures are also available for those interested in
deepening their understanding of Christian Science and its relevance today.

The Spiritual Significance of the Christian
Science Globe Boston

Beyond its physical beauty, the globe holds deep spiritual meaning for adherents of
Christian Science and those curious about its teachings.

A Symbol of World Peace and Unity

The globe’s original intent as a symbol of world peace remains central to its identity. It
represents the Christian Science belief in healing through spiritual means and the idea
that true peace comes from understanding divine principles. As a rotating sphere, it also
reminds viewers of the interconnectedness of all people and the universality of spiritual
truth.

Inspiration for Reflection and Healing

For many visitors, the globe offers a moment of pause and contemplation amid the hustle
and bustle of city life. It invites reflection on the power of prayer, the possibility of healing,
and the hope for a better world. The Mary Baker Eddy Library encourages this
contemplative spirit through its quiet spaces and thoughtfully curated exhibits.

Christian Science and Boston: A Historical
Connection

Boston has played a pivotal role in the development and spread of Christian Science,
making the globe not just a landmark but a marker of the city’s spiritual heritage.

The Birthplace of Christian Science

Mary Baker Eddy lived in the Boston area for much of her life, and the city served as the
hub for the early Christian Science movement. The establishment of the Mother Church
and the Christian Science Publishing Society in Boston helped spread Eddy’s teachings
throughout the United States and abroad.



Community and Cultural Impact

The Christian Science community remains active in Boston, with numerous churches and

reading rooms throughout the city. The globe and the Mary Baker Eddy Library continue

to be focal points for cultural events, lectures, and spiritual gatherings, bridging faith and
public life in a vibrant urban setting.

Exploring Christian Science Architecture in
Boston

The globe is just one element of Christian Science’s architectural footprint in the city.

The Christian Science Mother Church

Located near the globe, the Mother Church complex includes the original Mother Church,
the Mother Church Extension, and the Christian Science Publishing House. This complex
is renowned for its impressive architecture—combining Romanesque and Byzantine
styles—and its serene interior spaces designed to foster spiritual reflection.

Other Notable Christian Science Sites

Beyond the globe and the Mother Church, Boston hosts various Christian Science reading
rooms and smaller churches that contribute to the city’s spiritual diversity. These sites
often feature distinctive architecture and serve as welcoming spaces for study and prayer.

How to Experience the Christian Science Globe
Boston Fully

If you're planning a visit or simply want to appreciate the Christian Science Globe in
Boston more deeply, here are some tips:

e Visit during daylight and evening hours: The globe’s appearance changes
dramatically from sunlit brilliance to nighttime illumination.

e Combine your visit with a tour of the Mary Baker Eddy Library: This enhances
your understanding of the globe’s context and significance.

e Explore nearby Christian Science landmarks: Including the Mother Church and
reading rooms to get a broader perspective on the movement.



e Attend lectures or cultural events: The library often hosts talks that provide
insight into Christian Science philosophy and history.

e Take photographs from different vantage points: The Back Bay and Fenway
areas offer excellent views of the globe against the Boston skyline.

The Christian Science Globe in Boston is more than an architectural curiosity. It stands as
a testament to a faith that emphasizes healing, peace, and spiritual understanding.
Whether you're drawn by its historical roots, its artistic design, or its profound symbolism,
the globe remains a captivating presence in the heart of Boston.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Christian Science Globe in Boston?

The Christian Science Globe is the official weekly newspaper of the Christian Science
Church, headquartered in Boston. It features news, articles, and information related to the
church and its teachings.

Where is the Christian Science Globe published?

The Christian Science Globe is published in Boston, Massachusetts, which is also the
headquarters of the Christian Science Church.

How can I access the Christian Science Globe in
Boston?

The Christian Science Globe can be accessed online through the official Christian Science
website or through subscription to the print edition available in Boston and other
locations.

What kind of content does the Christian Science Globe
feature?

The Christian Science Globe features articles on spirituality, healing, church news,
testimonies, and events related to Christian Science teachings and community activities.

Is the Christian Science Globe connected to the
Christian Science Plaza in Boston?

Yes, the Christian Science Globe is connected to the Christian Science Church, which is
headquartered at the Christian Science Plaza in Boston, a notable location including the
Mother Church and other facilities.



Can visitors to Boston visit the Christian Science Globe
offices or the Christian Science Plaza?

Visitors can visit the Christian Science Plaza in Boston, which includes the Mother Church,
reflecting pool, and several Christian Science-related buildings. However, access to the
Christian Science Globe offices may be restricted to staff and authorized personnel.

Additional Resources

Christian Science Globe Boston: An Architectural and Cultural Icon

christian science globe boston is a phrase that immediately evokes images of one of the
most distinctive landmarks in the Boston skyline. The Christian Science Globe, perched
atop the Mother Church Extension of the Church of Christ, Scientist in Boston,
Massachusetts, is more than just an architectural feature; it is a symbol of faith,
innovation, and artistic expression. This article delves into the history, design, cultural
significance, and current relevance of the Christian Science Globe in Boston, providing a
comprehensive and professional overview that appeals both to architectural enthusiasts
and those interested in religious history.

Historical Background of the Christian Science
Globe Boston

The Christian Science Globe in Boston has its roots in the early 20th century, coinciding
with the growth of the Christian Science movement founded by Mary Baker Eddy in the
late 19th century. The Mother Church, officially known as The First Church of Christ,
Scientist, was established in 1879, and the subsequent architectural extensions were
designed to reflect the movement’s prominence and spiritual ideals.

The Globe itself was first installed in the 1890s as part of the original Mother Church’s
design but was later relocated and redesigned in the 20th century to crown the Mother
Church Extension. This extension, completed in 1906 and designed by architect Charles
Brigham, was intended to accommodate the growing congregation and to symbolize the
global reach of Christian Science. The Globe, prominently positioned above the dome,
became a visual metaphor for the worldwide influence and universal message of the
church.

Architectural Features and Design Elements

The Christian Science Globe Boston stands out due to its unique combination of religious
symbolism and engineering ingenuity.



Materials and Construction

The Globe is primarily constructed of copper, which has naturally oxidized over time,
giving it a characteristic green patina that contrasts beautifully with the stone and
brickwork of the church below. This choice of material was strategic, offering durability
and a visually striking appearance. The copper globe is supported by an intricate iron
framework that ensures stability against Boston’s often harsh weather conditions.

Symbolism and Artistic Details

The Globe is not merely a spherical structure but is adorned with panels and inscriptions
that reflect the teachings of Christian Science. The globe's surface often features a band
inscribed with the biblical passage from the Gospel of John: “Ye shall know the truth and
the truth shall make you free,” a core tenet of the Christian Science faith. This integration
of scripture into the architectural design emphasizes the church’s mission and reflects the
intertwining of faith and art.

Cultural and Religious Significance

Beyond its architectural merits, the Christian Science Globe Boston holds profound
cultural significance. It acts as a beacon for the Christian Science community worldwide
and symbolizes the church’s emphasis on healing, spirituality, and global outreach.

A Symbol of Global Outreach

The globe shape is an intentional representation of the church’s global mission. Since
Christian Science has followers in many countries, the Globe serves as a physical reminder
of the church’s aspiration to spread its spiritual message universally. Its visibility from
various points in Boston underscores the presence and influence of the denomination
within the city and beyond.

Role in Boston’s Religious Landscape

Within the broader context of Boston’s rich religious and architectural heritage, the
Christian Science Globe is a distinctive element. Boston is known for its historical
churches and religious institutions, but the Mother Church and its Globe stand apart due
to their modernist elements and the unique theological outlook they represent. The Globe
contributes to Boston’s identity as a city that embraces both tradition and innovation in
faith.



Practical Considerations and Visitor Experience

For tourists and architecture aficionados, the Christian Science Globe Boston offers an
intriguing subject of study, though it is not generally accessible to the public for interior
exploration. Visitors can appreciate the Globe from the exterior vantage points around the
Back Bay neighborhood, where the church is located.

Accessibility and Viewing Points

Key locations to view the Christian Science Globe include the nearby Christian Science
Plaza, which offers a wide open space to admire the church and its dome. The Plaza itself
is a popular urban park and cultural venue in Boston, integrating fountains, sculptures,
and reflecting pools, making the Globe part of a larger aesthetic experience. Photography
enthusiasts often seek out the Globe during different times of day to capture its patina and
the way sunlight interacts with its surface.

Maintenance and Preservation Challenges

Maintaining a copper structure exposed to weather elements poses ongoing challenges.
The Christian Science church has invested in preservation efforts to ensure the Globe
remains structurally sound and visually impressive. This includes periodic cleaning,
repairs to the metal framework, and monitoring of the patina to prevent corrosion beyond
the desirable aesthetic aging.

Comparative Analysis With Other Religious
Domes and Globes

When compared to other dome-topped religious structures across the United States and
the world, the Christian Science Globe Boston presents both similarities and distinctions.

¢ St. Peter’s Basilica Dome, Vatican City: The grand dome of St. Peter’s is a
masterpiece of Renaissance architecture, symbolizing the Catholic Church’s
authority. Unlike the Christian Science Globe, it is adorned with mosaics and
religious iconography rather than a clean copper surface.

e United States Capitol Dome, Washington, D.C.: While not a religious structure,
the Capitol Dome shares the spherical, copper-clad characteristic and represents
governance and democracy rather than faith.

e The Dome of the Rock, Jerusalem: A religious and historical landmark covered in
gold leaf, it conveys spiritual significance through opulence, contrasting with the
more subdued patina of the Christian Science Globe.



This comparison highlights the Christian Science Globe’s unique approach in blending
modest materials with deep symbolic meaning, reflecting the church’s principles of
simplicity and truth.

Future Prospects and Relevance in Modern
Boston

As Boston continues to grow and evolve, the Christian Science Globe remains a steadfast
symbol amid the city’s changing architectural landscape. The church’s role has shifted
somewhat as religious affiliations diversify and secularism rises, but the Globe endures as
a historic and cultural landmark.

The church has also embraced modern communication methods, disseminating its
teachings via digital platforms, yet the physical presence of the Globe anchors the
community in a tangible tradition. Ongoing preservation efforts will likely ensure that this
emblem remains part of Boston’s skyline for generations to come.

Through urban development pressures and shifting demographics, the Christian Science

Globe Boston maintains its significance as a testament to a unique religious movement and
architectural achievement in one of America’s oldest cities.
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