what shows up on a criminal history
check

What Shows Up on a Criminal History Check: Understanding the Details Behind
the Report

what shows up on a criminal history check is a gquestion many people ask when
they're about to undergo a background screening for jobs, housing, or other
important matters. It’s a vital piece of information that can affect
employment opportunities, rental agreements, and even personal relationships.
But the answer isn’t always straightforward because criminal history checks
can vary widely depending on the source, purpose, and jurisdiction. In this
article, we'll explore what exactly appears on these reports, why it matters,
and how you can interpret the information that comes up.

What Is a Criminal History Check?

Before diving into what shows up on a criminal history check, it’s helpful to
understand what the check itself entails. Essentially, it’s a search of
public and private databases to gather information about a person’s past
criminal activities recorded by law enforcement agencies. Employers,
landlords, licensing authorities, and even volunteer organizations use these
checks to make informed decisions.

The scope of a criminal history check can range from a simple local police
record to a comprehensive nationwide or even international search. Depending
on the depth, the information revealed can differ significantly.

Core Components of a Criminal History Check

1. Arrest Records

One of the primary things that show up on a criminal history check is arrest
records. These documents indicate if a person has been taken into custody by
law enforcement for alleged involvement in criminal activity. However, it's
important to note that an arrest doesn’t mean a conviction. Arrest records
typically list:

- Date and location of the arrest

— Charges or alleged offenses

- Arresting agency details

— Disposition status (e.g., released, pending trial)

2. Convictions

Convictions are the most crucial part of a criminal background check since
they confirm that a person was found guilty of a crime. Conviction records
usually include:



— The specific offense committed (misdemeanor, felony, or infraction)
- Date of conviction

- Sentence details (fines, probation, imprisonment)

— Court where the case was tried

Employers and landlords often focus heavily on conviction records because
they demonstrate proven legal outcomes rather than just allegations.

3. Pending Charges and Court Records

In some cases, pending charges or ongoing court proceedings may appear on a
criminal history report. This means the individual is currently involved in
the legal system but has not yet been found guilty or innocent. Court records
might also reveal:

— Hearings and trial dates
- Case outcomes or dismissals
- Warrants issued

4. Incarceration and Parole Information

If someone has served time in jail or prison, this information often shows up
on a criminal background check. Details might include:

— Length of incarceration

— Release date

- Parole or probation status
— Conditions of release

This data helps organizations understand the timeline and seriousness of past
offenses.

5. Sex Offender Registry Status

For certain types of background checks, especially those related to
employment in schools or childcare, a search of sex offender registries is
included. This registry lists individuals convicted of sex-related crimes and
provides their current status and location.

What Doesn’t Typically Show Up on a Criminal
History Check?

While many people worry about what might appear, it’s equally important to
know what usually doesn’t show up.

- **Expunged or Sealed Records:** If a court has ordered certain records to
be expunged or sealed, they are generally not accessible in standard
background checks.

— **Juvenile Records:** These are often protected by privacy laws and don’t
appear unless the case was very serious or the individual is being checked



for specific purposes.

- **Traffic Violations:** Minor traffic offenses like speeding tickets are
usually excluded unless they involve criminal charges such as DUI.

— **Non-criminal Infractions:** Civil cases or non-criminal legal matters
don’t typically show up on criminal history reports.

Different Types of Criminal History Checks

Understanding what shows up on a criminal history check also involves
recognizing that not all checks are created equal. Here are some common
types:

1. Local Police Checks

These checks search records held by the local police department or sheriff’s
office. They are limited to offenses within that Jjurisdiction and may miss
records from other areas.

2. Statewide Criminal Records Check

State-level checks are more comprehensive, gathering data from courts and law
enforcement agencies throughout a particular state. They often include
convictions, arrests, and warrants.

3. National Criminal Background Check

A nationwide check looks for records across all states and territories,
combining multiple databases. This is useful for employers or organizations
needing a broader view.

4. FBI Background Check

The FBI maintains a centralized criminal database, which includes
fingerprints and detailed criminal history. This type of check is often
required for government jobs or security clearances.

How Is Information Gathered for Criminal
History Checks?

Criminal history checks pull information from various sources, including:

— **Court Records:** Final judgments, case filings, and dispositions.

- **Law Enforcement Databases:** Arrests, warrants, and incident reports.
— **Correctional Facilities:** Records of incarceration, parole, or
probation.



- **Sex Offender Registries:** Publicly accessible databases.
- **Department of Motor Vehicles:** In some cases, for offenses like DUIs.

The accuracy and completeness of a criminal background check depend largely
on the quality and timeliness of these data sources.

Why Does Knowing What Shows Up on a Criminal
History Check Matter?

Being aware of what a criminal history check reveals can help individuals
prepare for important life events, such as applying for a job or renting an
apartment. For example, understanding how long certain offenses remain on
record can influence how you approach background checks.

Employers use these reports to make decisions about trustworthiness and risk,
but there are legal limits on how this information can be used. The Fair
Credit Reporting Act (FCRA) in the U.S., for instance, requires that
individuals be informed if negative information affects hiring decisions.

Tips for Managing Your Criminal History Check

If you’re concerned about what shows up on a criminal history check, here are
some useful tips:

— **Request Your Own Background Check:** This allows you to see what
potential employers or landlords will find and correct any errors.

— **Understand Expungement Options:** Some offenses can be cleared from your
record through legal processes.

— **Be Honest:** If asked about your criminal history, honesty tends to be
the best policy. Employers often appreciate transparency.

— **Consult a Legal Expert:** If you find inaccuracies or need advice on how
to handle your record, a lawyer experienced in criminal law can help.

The Impact of Criminal History Checks on
Opportunities

Criminal history checks can have a profound impact on a person’s life. While
they serve a legitimate purpose in protecting workplaces and communities,
they can also create barriers for those with past offenses trying to rebuild
their lives.

Many organizations are adopting “ban the box” policies, which delay
background checks until later in the hiring process, giving applicants a fair
chance. Understanding exactly what shows up on these checks helps both
applicants and employers navigate the process fairly and effectively.

Criminal history checks are complex but knowing what to expect can empower
you to take control of your personal information and manage your future with
confidence. Whether you’re applying for a new Jjob, moving into a rental
property, or volunteering for a cause, being informed is the first step
toward clarity and peace of mind.



Frequently Asked Questions

What information typically appears on a criminal
history check?

A criminal history check usually includes details about any arrests, charges,
convictions, sentences, and sometimes pending cases related to an
individual's criminal record.

Do juvenile records show up on a standard criminal
history check?

Juvenile records generally do not appear on standard criminal history checks,
as they are often sealed or expunged, but this can vary depending on the
jurisdiction and the nature of the offense.

Can a criminal history check show dismissed or
expunged cases?

Dismissed cases might appear depending on the reporting agency, but expunged
cases are typically removed from criminal history records and should not show
up on a background check.

How far back do criminal history checks go?

The time span covered by a criminal history check depends on the jurisdiction
and the type of check being conducted, but it commonly includes all records
available in the database, sometimes going back several years or even a
lifetime.

Will arrests without convictions appear on a criminal
history check?

Arrests without convictions may appear on a criminal history check, but their
inclusion depends on the laws of the jurisdiction and the policies of the
reporting agency.

Additional Resources

What Shows Up on a Criminal History Check: An In-Depth Analysis

what shows up on a criminal history check is a question that often arises for
individuals undergoing background screenings for employment, housing, or
legal purposes. Understanding the scope and contents of a criminal history
check 1s crucial not only for applicants but also for employers, landlords,
and other decision-makers who rely on these reports. This article explores
the various components that typically appear on a criminal record check, the
sources of this information, and the nuances that influence what is reported.



Understanding the Scope of a Criminal History
Check

A criminal history check is a background screening tool designed to reveal an
individual’s past interactions with the criminal justice system. However, the
specific details included can vary depending on the type of check conducted,
the jurisdiction, and the purpose of the inquiry. Generally, these checks aim
to provide a comprehensive overview of an individual’s criminal background,
but they do not always include every detail or type of offense.

Types of Criminal History Checks

The information that shows up on a criminal history check largely depends on
the level and type of check performed. Common types include:

e Local or County Checks: These focus on records maintained by courts and
law enforcement agencies within a specific county or municipality. They
may include arrests, charges, convictions, and dispositions within that
area.

e Statewide Checks: These search databases maintained by state police or
bureaus of investigation. They often provide a more comprehensive view
of arrests and convictions within the entire state.

e National or Federal Checks: These searches tap into federal databases
such as the FBI’'s National Crime Information Center (NCIC), which
contain records of federal offenses and, in some cases, state-level
information aggregated into a national database.

e Sex Offender Registry Checks: These specifically look for listings on
sex offender registries, which are often publicly accessible and contain
information about individuals convicted of sex-related crimes.

Each type of check yields different results, so understanding what shows up
on a criminal history check requires knowing which database or combination of
databases is being queried.

What Information Typically Appears on a
Criminal History Report

When an individual undergoes a criminal history check, the resulting report
can include various types of information depending on the data available and
the purpose of the check.

Arrest Records

Arrest records often appear on criminal background checks and include details
such as the date of arrest, the arresting agency, the charges filed, and the



case number. It is important to note that an arrest record does not
necessarily mean a conviction; someone can be arrested but later acquitted,
have charges dropped, or be found not guilty. However, these records can
still show up and potentially impact the individual’s opportunities,
depending on the context.

Convictions and Sentencing

Convictions are the most significant component of a criminal history check.
Reports generally include:

The nature of the offense (felony, misdemeanor, or infraction)

The date and location of the conviction

e Sentencing details, such as fines, probation, imprisonment, or other
penalties

Case disposition, including plea agreements or judgments

Convictions are typically considered more relevant and carry greater weight
in background screenings, particularly for employment or licensing decisions.

Pending Charges and Warrants

Some criminal history reports may include information about current or
pending charges, as well as outstanding warrants. This data informs decision-
makers about ongoing legal issues that might affect the individual’s status.

Dismissals, Expungements, and Sealed Records

Not all criminal records are permanent or publicly accessible. Records of
arrests or convictions that have been dismissed, expunged, or sealed may not
appear on certain criminal history checks. However, what shows up on a
criminal history check can vary significantly depending on state laws and the
level of the background check. For example, some federal checks or checks for
sensitive positions (like law enforcement or childcare) might reveal sealed
records that are hidden from standard employment screenings.

Factors Influencing What Shows Up on a Criminal
History Check

Several factors determine the content and completeness of a criminal
background check report.



Jurisdictional Variations

Each state and locality maintains its own criminal record databases with
varying levels of accessibility and detail. Some states provide public access
to certain records, while others restrict information to authorized entities
only. Consequently, a criminal history check conducted in one state might
reveal more or less information compared to another.

Timeframe and Reporting Limits

Certain jurisdictions impose limits on how far back a criminal history check
can go. For instance, some states restrict employers from considering arrests
that did not lead to convictions and that occurred beyond a specified
timeframe, such as seven years. This limitation affects what shows up on a
criminal history check for employment purposes.

Type of Offense

Minor infractions and traffic violations typically do not appear on criminal
history reports used for employment screening. However, serious offenses,
particularly felonies and violent crimes, are almost always included. Certain
sensitive positions might require a more thorough check that includes driving
records or financial crimes.

The Role of Private Background Check Companies

Many employers and landlords rely on third-party companies to conduct
criminal history checks. These companies aggregate data from various sources,
including county courts, state repositories, and federal databases. The
comprehensiveness and accuracy of the information depend on the data sources
accessed and the company’s methodology.

Pros and Cons of Using Private Background Check
Services

e Pros: Faster turnaround times, ability to access multiple Jjurisdictions
simultaneously, and inclusion of additional data such as credit reports
or employment history.

e Cons: Potential for outdated or incomplete records, discrepancies due to
data entry errors, and variability in compliance with legal standards
such as the Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA).

Because of these factors, individuals are encouraged to review their own
criminal history reports when possible to verify accuracy before applying for
jobs or housing.



Implications and Best Practices for
Interpreting Criminal History Checks

Given the potential complexity and variance in what shows up on a criminal
history check, it is essential for employers, landlords, and other users to
interpret the information carefully and fairly.

Context Matters

An arrest without conviction should not carry the same weight as a felony
conviction. Similarly, older offenses that have been expunged or sealed
should be treated differently from recent or ongoing legal issues.
Understanding the context, including the nature of the offense, the time
elapsed, and the individual’s rehabilitation efforts, is vital.

Legal Compliance

Employers must adhere to federal laws such as the FCRA and Title VII of the
Civil Rights Act, which regulate how criminal history information can be used
in hiring decisions. Some states and localities also have “ban the box” laws
and other regulations that limit when and how criminal records can be
considered.

Transparency and Disclosure

Many Jjurisdictions require that individuals be informed if a criminal history
check 1is conducted and provide them with a copy of the report if adverse
action is taken based on its contents. This transparency helps ensure
accuracy and fairness.

In sum, what shows up on a criminal history check depends on a complex
interplay of factors including the type of check, jurisdictional databases
accessed, the nature and status of offenses, and legal restrictions. As
awareness of these nuances grows, so does the importance of conducting
thorough and responsible background screenings that balance safety and
fairness.
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